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Town of Hinesburg 
             Celebrating 250 years           Weekly Update                   1762-2012 

January 15, 2014 
 

                                  
Upcoming Meetings… 

! Energy Committee: Wednesday, January 15
th
 at 7:00 p.m. (3

rd
 floor conference room) 

! Trails Committee: Wednesday, January 15
th
 at 7:00 p.m. (1

st
 floor conference room) 

! Selectboard: Monday, January 20
th
 at 6:00 p.m. (Main Hall) 

! Development Review Board: Tuesday, January 21
st
 at 7:30 p.m. (1

st
 floor conference room) 

! Planning Commission: Wednesday, January 22
nd

 at 7:30 p.m. (1
st
 floor conference room) 

! Economic Development Committee: Thursday, January 23
rd
 at 7:00 p.m. (3

rd
 floor conference room) 

 

 

Weekly Updates from Departments:  

 

Hinesburg Community Police 

! Under Age Drinking ­ On Wednesday, January 1st, an officer on a special detail in 
Shelburne assisted the Shelburne Police with multiple individuals under the age of 
21 that had been drinking.  After processing at the scene, they were transported to 
Shelburne PD to await their parents who had been called. 

! Out of Control Juvenile ­ On Monday, January 6th, officers responded to a residence 
on North Rd. for an out of control juvenile.  The juvenile agreed to go to school and 
was transported by the officer. 

! Threat – On Monday January 6th, the Hinesburg Community Police received a 
report from FedEx that a Hinesburg resident threatened to shoot one of their 
drivers.  In talking with the Hinesburg resident, it was determined that it was not 
meant as a threat. 

! Suicide Attempt ­ On Monday, January 6th, Hinesburg Community Police and 
Hinesburg First Response responded to a residence off of Texas Hill for a reported 
suicide attempt.  The individual was found in a garage with the door closed and the 
motor running.  The individual was transported to Fletcher Allen. 

! Under Age Possession of Alcohol ­ On Monday, January 6th, a vehicle was stopped 
for a traffic violation.  It was determined that the under 21 year old driver was in 
possession of alcohol.  The driver had not been drinking and was cited and 
released.  

! Citizen Dispute ­ On Wednesday, January 8th, officers responded to Jourdan St. for 
a citizen dispute.  Upon arrival, there were multiple people in the street and the 



2 
 

argument was only verbal.  One couple was transported away to catch a bus to 
Burlington.   

! Felony Vandalism ­ On Thursday, January 9th, an officer responded to North Rd. for 
a report of vandalism to a mobile home.  The two previous residents completely 
destroyed the mobile home as well as taking the furnace, hot water heater and 
other items.  Warrants for their arrest will be submitted with the investigation. 

 
New Police Station Nearing Completion 

 

Hinesburg Fire & First Response  

! Calls ­ things slowed down a bit this week.  We had 3 EMS calls and one vehicle 
rollover. With the ice melting we are obviously seeing less slip/fall injuries. 

! Training ­ Our EMR students will be taking their practical exam on Saturday at 
UVM. Our other members that are available will be going up to help as student 
models / evaluators. 

! Annual Association Meeting/Business Meeting ­ We have our annual association 
meeting this Wednesday followed by our normal business meeting. If there is still 
ice around ­ we will be training next Wednesday on obtaining water from a frozen 
pond. 

! Engine 1 Batteries Replaced ­ The batteries on Engine 1 have been replaced after 
they failed to hold a charge and had met their life expectancy. 

! Officer's Meeting ­ We met last week and reviewed an updated automatic mutual 
aid plan that is going into effect shortly.  It will allow for a quicker response from 
our surrounding departments as it defines criteria to dispatch them the same time 
we are dispatched. 
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Buildings & Facilities 

! Water Leak – As a result of unusually high water usage last week, the 
water/wastewater department determined there must be a leak somewhere 
between Birchwood Drive and Iroquois Manufacturing along Richmond Road.  The 
investigation is still on­going.  If you have been on Richmond Road over the past 
few days you will notice a few excavators at work. 

 
                                                                                           Waterline dig on Richmond Road 
 

Carpenter­Carse Library 

Calendar 
Adult Programs: 
! Using Listen Up! Vermont ­ Presented by Virgil Fuller, Library Director, Chelsea Public 

Library and former Listen Up! Vermont Coordinator ­ Are you looking for a free, 
convenient way to access library e­books?  Join us for this workshop on Thursday, 
January 23rd at 6:00 p.m. and learn how to download and use Listen Up! Vermont.  
The class will cover basic set­up and downloading to access library e­books 
through Listen Up! Vermont and Project Gutenberg via the Carpenter­Carse 
website.  ­ For all types of devices. Bring your Kindle or Nook along!  This is a free 
program with class size limited to 15. Call 482­2878 to register. 

     Youth Programs: 
Corrections:  There are no story times planned for January 17th. 
! Toddler Story Time ~ January 21st ~ for children up to 3 years of age 

This half hour story time starts at 9:30 a.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. Walk­ins are welcome.  

! Preschool Story Time ~ January 21st ~ for children 3­5 years of age 
This hour long story time starts at 11:00 a.m. every Tuesday!  Preschoolers can 
drop by for stories, songs, and games.  
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Other News 
! New Books ­ New books for the adult collection arrived today!  They include:  22 

regular print books, 5 large print books & 2 audiobooks.  Many of these titles will 
be on the shelves and ready to lend later this week.   

! Memoir Workshop Held ­ On Saturday, January 11th, local resident Stewart Pierson 
led a free memoir workshop on how to begin writing your own story.  The group 
shared thoughts and ideas.  Many had already begun to write their memoirs.  
Stewart’s book, Once a Little Brother… was available for purchase, and he signed 
copies.   

! Keep up­to­date on the current events happening at the library –
http://www.carpentercarse.org/ccl_programs.html. 

Recreation Department 

! Piano Lessons ­ Second semester piano lessons with Mary Beth Bowman and 
Andrea Haulenbeek began. 

! Guitar Lessons ­ Second semester guitar lessons with Jed Fisher ­ AKA Tennesse 
Jed ­ began on Tuesday, January 7th. 

! Hinesburg Children’s Choir ­ The Hinesburg Children's Choir directed by Andrea 
Haulenbeek began on Tuesday, January 7th.  There are 26 children registered for 
this program. 

! Arts & Crafts ­ A new session of Arts & Crafts with Chris Billis began on Friday, 
January 10th.   

! Benefit Concert a HUGE Success! ­ QUADRA performed at the Old Lantern in 
Charlotte for a benefit concert to support fundraising for the Bissonette Family 
Recreation Area.  An incredible turnout of 500­600 people, lots of dancing, auction 
items, raising $10,714.61!!  Thanks to organizers Tom Ayer, Kyle Bostwick, Kevin 
Cheney, Barry Dugan, Frank Twarog, Jill Lowrey, and Aaron Kimball, generous 
local business sponsors, and incredible community support.   

! Youth Basketball Games Held ­ Hosted the 3/4 Shelburne girls and 3/4 Charlotte 
boys for two basketball games on Sat. January 11th. 

            3/4 Boys b‐ball team work on their shooting skills during half‐time of their game on 1/11 
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Town Clerk & Treasurer 

! Tax Booklets ­ Now that January has arrived, many people turn their thoughts to 
filing of their income tax returns.  The State of Vermont is no longer sending out 
booklets to former outlets like the town clerk’s offices, libraries or post offices.  
Instead, they are asking people to obtain the tax forms they need by either going to 
the tax department website at www.tax.vermont.gov and ordering them, sending an 
e­mail request to taxforms@state.vt.us, or calling the Department of Taxes at 
(802)828­2515.  You can file your taxes electronically beginning in late January.  
As an additional reminder, don’t forget that you are required to file your HS­122 or 
Homestead Declaration every year!  The State returned to the annual filing format 
for the 2012 tax return.   

! Dog licenses are due on or before April 1st ­ The fee is $8.00 and if we already have 
your rabies certificate on file, you needn’t bring anything with you other than 
payment for the fee and your dog for a visit!  We have dog biscuits!  We love dogs! 
Actually, bringing your dog in to get the license is optional.  We just enjoy seeing 
them! 

! Deadline for Filing Petitions ­ The deadline for filing petitions to run for office is 
Monday, January 27th at 4 p.m.  Petitions require 30 signatures of registered voters 
and are available in the town clerk’s office or from the Vermont Secretary of State.  
The deadline for filing petitions to place an article on the warning is January 23rd 
at 4 p.m.  Petitions for articles require signatures of 5 percent of the registered 
voters in the town.  In Hinesburg’s case, that amounts to approximately 185 
signatures, though it is always better to get several extras in case some of them are 
invalid.  Please call the clerk’s office at 482­2281 ext. 223 for more information. 

Planning & Zoning 

! Rural Zoning Training, Part 2 – P&Z staff did a second training for the DRB on the 
rural zoning that was approved by voters in November.  This training focused on 
the expanded uses that are now allowed in the Agricultural and Rural Residential 2 
districts.  Board members have now discussed all the rural zoning changes.  More 
will be learned as development proposals for these rural districts come forward and 
are reviewed. 

! Development Review – Our department continues to be busy shepherding and 
helping review applications to the Development Review Board.  At the January 7 
meeting, DRB approvals were granted for modifications to the EPJ property 
(recently renovated yellow, commercial building two doors down from Town Hall) 
and the Hinesburgh Public House restaurant use.  Occasional live music to 
accompany diners at the Public House is now in the works.  Decision drafting 
continues on the sticky Hinesburg Center project revisions that seek to account for 
construction not per the previously approved plans.  Decision drafting also 
continues on the preliminary review of the 24­unit Norris development proposed for 
the south end of the village growth area (west side of Route 116, across from Buck 
Hill Road).  Looking forward, project proposals (big and small) have filled the DRB’s 
twice monthly meeting schedule through February and into March. 

file://localhost/Users/atk/Downloads//toh-server/users/rmarshall/Weekly%20Updates/taxforms@state.vt.us
file://localhost/Users/atk/Downloads//toh-server/users/rmarshall/Weekly%20Updates/www.tax.vermont.gov
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! Energy Efficiency Standards for New Homes – After a December 11 public hearing, 
the Planning Commission is still discussing potential revisions to Hinesburg’s 
energy efficiency standard for new homes.  P&Z staff has drafted a couple different 
alternatives pursuant to direction from the Commission and public testimony at 
the hearing.  However, additional testimony was received regarding the advantages 
of opt­out provisions for owner­built homes, and the Commission is doing further 
research and consideration as a result. 

! Stormwater Regulations – Draft stormwater regulation revisions prepared by the 
Planning Commission are now out for professional review by an engineering firm 
with experience designing traditional and innovative stormwater treatment systems 
(Engineering Ventures of Burlington).  The PC hopes to discuss any feedback at 
their February 12 meeting, in the hopes of finalizing a proposal for community 
consideration at a formal public hearing. 

! Shoreline District Revisions – P&Z staff is putting together a first draft of potential 
revisions to the Shoreline Zoning District based on PC discussion and the shoreline 
survey done in 2013.  The PC hopes to review this first draft at their January 22 
meeting. 

! Haystack Crossing Project – P&Z staff met with municipal department heads (e.g., 
Highway, Fire, Police, Buildings & Facilities, Town Administrator) to get initial 
feedback on the concept plans for the Haystack Crossing project.  We are also 
meeting with representatives from several of our volunteer Town committees and 
boards to distribute information about the application, and get initial feedback to 
aid in preparing staff reports for the DRB.  The DRB will begin the sketch plan 
review for this very significant project on February 18.  More information can be 
found on the Town website at www.hinesburg.org. 

Town Administrator 

! CBC Volunteer Opportunities – The Town of Hinesburg has a number of vacant 
seats on various commissions, boards, and committees and we strongly encourage 
Hinesburg residents to apply.  Volunteering on a town board is an outstanding way 
to be involved with your community, and meet new people.  Currently there are two 
(2) open seats on the Planning Commission.  We will interview for one of those 
vacancies on January 20th and the other vacant position will be filled on February 
17th.  If you are interested in service on the Planning Commission or if you would 
like to review all current openings, please go to the Town website for further 
information. 
http://hinesburg.org/vacancies.html 

! Fraud Case – As reported in the Burlington Free Press, the case is now closed on 
the fraud investigation associated with a former employee of the Town of Hinesburg 
and his transgressions against the Town.  No winners emerged from this situation 
and the entire ordeal is very regrettable.  If anyone has questions, please contact 
me directly.  

 
 

http://hinesburg.org/vacancies.html
file://localhost/Users/atk/Downloads//toh-server/users/rmarshall/Weekly%20Updates/www.hinesburg.org
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Weekly Updates from Boards, Committees, and Commissions: 

 
Selectboard 

! FY2015 Budget – For the first 45 minutes of the past meeting, Selectboard 
members took time deliberating on the FY2015 budget.  The goal is to have the 
budget 99% completed at the end of the next meeting (January 20) so the Town 
Meeting Warning can be set on January 27th.  The Selectboard will spend the first 
hour of the next meeting (6pm – 7pm) finishing up budget deliberations. 
http://hinesburg.org/budget/  

! Highway Garage Sand – Highway Foreman Mike Anthony joined the Selectboard to 
discuss the issues associated with the practice of leaving sand at the highway 
garage for public use.  The idea is that Hinesburg residents can go up to the garage 
and take a bucket or two of sand for their driveways.  This is really a great public 
service and convenience to town residents.  Unfortunately this service is now being 
abused by some who are taking large amounts of sand for commercial use.  During 
discussion the Selectboard stated they would like to preserve this accessibility for 
Hinesburg residents.  The Highway Foreman will continue leaving sand for the 
public (for now), increase enforcement practices (with better police presence), and 
leave smaller amounts of sand available.  The Town will reassess this situation 
after a few weeks. 

! Legislative Session 2014 – State Senator Zuckerman, Representative(s) Lippert and 
Yantachka, and VLCT Associate Jonathan Williams attended the Selectboard 
meeting on January 13th to give an overview on the upcoming legislative session.  
Some of the issues discussed were net­metering, solid waste regulations, 
opiate/prescription drug addiction issues, GMO labeling, conservation easements, 
education funding/tax rate, health insurance, and law enforcement issues.  
Selectboard members and the local delegation to Montpelier spoke for a little over 
an hour.  We will attempt to invite the Montpelier contingent back to a Selectboard 
meeting towards the end of the legislative session for a recap of the year. 

! Conservation Commission FY2015 Budget – The Conservation Commission reviewed 
its budget request with the Selectboard.  Their FY2015 budget request includes an 
additional $1,000 over the current year.  The Selectboard plans to further 
deliberate on this item before setting the budget for Town Meeting. 
http://hinesburg.org/conservationcomm.html  

! Lake Iroquois Association (LIA) FY2015 Budget – LIA requested another $5,000 from 
the Town of Hinesburg this year.  In the current budget year they received $5,000 
and in past years the town has given LIA in­kind donations of time and 
equipment.  LIA’s mission is to increase water quality in Lake Iroquois by reducing 
pollutants entering the lake and mitigating against erosion. 
http://www.lakeiroquois.org/  

! Energy Committee FY2015 Budget – Members of the newly formed Energy 
Committee attended the Selectboard meeting to request a $750 allocation in the 
FY2015 budget.  The Selectboard will deliberate more on this request before setting 
the budget for Town Meeting. http://hinesburg.org/energy­committee/  

http://hinesburg.org/energy-committee/
http://hinesburg.org/budget/
http://hinesburg.org/conservationcomm.html
http://www.lakeiroquois.org/
http://www.lakeiroquois.org/
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! CCRPC’s FY2015 UPWP – The Selectboard passed a unanimous motion authorizing 
the town’s grant applications to the Chittenden County Regional Planning 
Commission’s FY2015 Unified Planning Work Program.  The Town of Hinesburg 
will submit grant applications for 1.) Stormwater planning; 2.) Water source 
development; 3.) Complete Streets planning for Charlotte Road and Richmond 
Road; 4.) Master planning for the 36­acre municipally owned parcel at 907 Beecher 
Hill Road (the site of the Town highway garage plus numerous other possible 
activities).  http://www.ccrpcvt.org/workplan/  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               
  A good time was had by all at the benefit concert for the Bissonette Family Recreation Area. 

                       The band QUADRA performed and the event was attended by 500‐600 people with almost $11,000 raised! 
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Town of Hinesburg Contact Information: 

 

 

Town Administrator: Joe Colangelo  Town Clerk: Missy Ross 
(802)482-2281 ext. 221     (802)482-2281 ext. 223 
jcolangelo@hinesburg.org     hinesburgclerk@gmavt.net 
 
Buildings and Facilities: Rocky Martin   Assistant Town Clerk: Cheryl Hubbard 
(802)482-2281 ext. 229     (802)482-2281 ext. 224 
Pager: (802)482-8200     townclerk2@gmavt.net 
hinesburgpw@gmavt.net             
 
Fire Dept./First Response: Al Barber, Chief  Police Dept.: Frank Koss, Chief 
Emergencies: 911      Emergencies: 911 
Non-emergency calls: (802)482-2455   Non-emergency calls: (802)482-3397 
info@hinesburgfd.org     hinesburgpd@gmavt.net 
 
Highway Dept.: Michael Anthony    Listers: Marie Gardner/Freeda Powers  
(802)482-2635      (802)482-2281 ext. 228 
hinesburghighway@gmavt.net    hinesburglister@gmavt.net 
 
Planning & Zoning: Alex Weinhagen, Director   Zoning Administrator: Peter Erb 
(802)482-2281 ext. 225     (802)482-2281 ext. 226 
hinesburgplanning@gmavt.net    hinesburgzoning@gmavt.net 
 
Recreation: Jennifer McCuin    Health Officer:  Joe Gannon 
(802)482-2281 ext. 230     (802)482-2281 ext. 223  
hinesburgrec@gmavt.net     jgannon@hinesburg.org 
         
Special Projects Coordinator: Renae Marshall 
(802)482-2281 ext. 227 
rmarshall@hinesburg.org 
 
Web Manager: Aaron Kimball 
akimball@hinesburg.org 
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