
 
 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
To:  Hinesburg Development Review Board 
 
From:   David G. White 
 
Date:  February 6, 2012 
 
Re:  Hannaford’s Official Map Proposals 
 
At the Development Review Board hearings held on September 20, 2011 
and December 6, 2011, Hannaford made several offers to accommodate 
and pay for various facilities on the list suggested by the Town’s Official 
Map. This memorandum provides a written description of those offers. 
 
Hannaford is making two offers: 
 

1) Host the Hinesburg Farmer’s Market 
2) Provide land and funding for creation of “Canal Park” 

 
State statute regarding an Official Map requires a developer show how 
its project will accommodate the proposed facility. It does not require the 
developer to construct the facility. Whether and when to build the facility, 
as well as the associated costs, are the responsibility of the community. 
 
In this case, it is not relevant whether the farmer’s market ever actually 
occurs on the Hannaford site or the community actually chooses to have 
a park along the canal. That’s up to the community to decide in its 
discretion. The present question is only whether Hannaford’s proposed 
design accommodates one or more of the proposed community facilities. 
 



Hannaford proposes to go beyond the requirement. Hannaford proposes 
to accommodate not one, but both of the facilities, and to also pay for 
their construction. 
 
I) Farmer’s Market 
 
Hannaford proposes to host the Hinesburg Farmer’s Market in the 
parking lot and adjacent green areas on the northern side of Hannaford’s 
building.  We propose a boundary adjustment with the abutting quonset 
hut lot to add to the Hannaford lot an area approximately 75 feet by 185 
ft. This area will be filled and brought up to the level of Hannaford’s 
parking lot.  We propose that it be grassed, landscaped and populated 
with a couple picnic tables. The farmer’s market may use this added 
area as well as the northern parking lot.  
 
Hannaford proposes a license agreement based on the following general 
outline of terms, subject to a definitive agreement being reached 
between the parties.  We discussed Farmer’s Market requirements with 
the organizers. Hannaford proposes to accommodate these 
requirements as follows: 
 

1) Requirement: Thursdays 3:30 – 6:30 June through September. 
Hannaford offer: This timing is acceptable, except during the 
following blackout periods: (i) The July 4th holiday period, 
meaning the two days prior to July 4th and the two days following 
July 4th, (ii) Labor Day weekend, and (iii) Memorial Day weekend 
(all such weekends to mean Friday through Monday).   

2) Requirement: 25 registered vendors in 2010, with an average of 
10 per week. Hannaford offer: This is acceptable to Hannaford 
and will easily fit within the designated farmer’s market area.  

3) Requirement: Currently most vendors use canopies, but many 
would prefer to sell directly from their trucks. Hannaford Offer: 
Trucks may be accommodated within the northern parking lot. 
The Farmer’s Market may arrange the layout of the vendor trucks 
at their reasonable discretion. There are 31 designated parking 
stalls plus any of the additional paved area in the northern lot 
that may be used. Canopies may be set up either on pavement 
(so long as no stakes are driven into the pavement) or on 
grassed areas within the designated farmer’s market area. 
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4) Requirement: 20+ parking spaces. Hannaford offer: farmer’s 
market patrons may use any parking spaces on the Hannaford 
property. 

5) Requirement: On-site storage. Hannaford offer: The farmer’s 
market may place a storage shed near the northwest corner of 
the property as shown on the site plan. 

6) Requirement: Water, electric and public restrooms. Hannaford 
Offer: Hannaford will provide a water spigot and electrical outlet 
at a location convenient to the farmer’s market for their use. The 
Hannaford store will have public restrooms which may be used 
by patrons of the farmer’s market. 

Other terms: 
7) Five year agreement with six five-year options to renew. 

Hannaford will reserve the right to cancel the agreement if the 
activities associated with the farmer’s market present a risk to 
the health, safety and/or welfare of Hannaford or the general 
public or cause damage to the Hannaford property beyond 
normal wear or tear.   

8) Rent: $zero. 
9) The Farmer’s Market will be responsible for setup, break down 

and cleanup each day they operate, and to repair any damage.  
10) The Farmer’s Market must carry its own liability insurance and 

provide evidence of such to Hannaford annually; the Farmer’s 
Market must indemnify Hannaford for any loss or damage to 
property, or death or injury to persons, arising from or relating to 
the Farmer’s Market activities. 

11) During hours that the Farmer’s Market operates Hannaford will 
permit the northern parking lot to be closed and no deliveries to 
Hannaford will occur in that area. 

12) The Farmer’s Market may set up within the designated area in 
any reasonable manner they choose.  (I’ve attached sketches 
that illustrate two of the many possible layouts).  

13) Hannaford agrees to work with the Farmer’s Market in good faith 
in the event their needs change. 

 
II) Canal Park 
 
Hannaford originally proposed a “pocket park” near the existing bridge 
as a spot to sit in the shade while watching the water flowing in the canal 
and neighbors walking the path. After hearing comments on the pocket 
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park concept, Hannaford has expanded its offer, subject to a definitive 
agreement between the parties: 
 

1) Hannaford proposes to give the Town a permanent easement for a 
public park for the approximate area shown on the attached 
sketch, totaling about 9/10th of an acre.  

2) The Town may design the layout and uses in the park subject to 
Hannaford’s reasonable approval (no offensive uses, etc.) 

3) The Town must carry its own liability insurance for the public uses 
within the park easement area and indemnify Hannaford for any 
loss or damage to property, or death or injury to persons, arising 
from or relating to the Town’s or the public’s use of the park 
easement area.  The Town will also be responsible for all 
maintenance of the park. 

4) Hannaford will give the Town a budget to develop the park 
approximately equal to what it would have cost to develop the 
same area in accordance with the most recent plans, with the 
understanding that this amount will be credited toward 
Hannaford’s required landscaping budget. 

 
Some have commented that this is simply another way to provide the 
screening Hannaford would be required to do anyway. This 
misunderstands the proposal in at least two ways. First, the area 
Hannaford proposes for the easement does not include the first fifteen 
feet along the southern edge of its parking lot where the majority of 
Hannaford’s screening is to be located. Second, if the Town feels the 
pocket park is not what they prefer in this location, the Town will have 
the right to design reasonable uses it may prefer. As examples, it could 
include a children’s play area, exercise stations for runners along the 
path, or such other uses that may arise over time as the community’s 
preferences and needs change.  
 
 
 
There are certainly more details to be worked out on both proposals, but 
Hannaford makes them in good faith intending to work cooperatively with 
the community to provide meaningful and attractive community facilities. 
If you have any questions please let us know. 


