Hinesburg Trails Committee
Minutes of August 8, 2012 Meeting

Present: Jim Goldsmith, Jane Sheldon, Lenore Budd, Michelle Fischer, Jason Reed, Cathy Ryan

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.

1.

Minutes of the July 11 meeting had been approved by email. Michelle had sent them to
Aaron to be posted on the web site. Jane will follow up to make sure they are there.

Finances: Jim Goldsmith reported that the balances in our various funds are the same as
reported last month ($500 from town and $500 from Bart Frisbee, both unrestricted, and
$473.21 from SCHIP to be used for earmarked purposes). Lenore reports that we will be
receiving an additional $500 from a mini-grant from the VT Recreational Trails Program. This
money is to be used for tools and blazes.

Blow-downs in the New Town Forest: Keith Thompson, the Chittenden County Forester,
surveyed the damage done by the July 4™ storm in the New Town Forest, along with Lenore
and Peter. Upon initial inspection Keith thinks salvaging the blow-down would do too much
damage to the soil and remaining trees. A second inspection with the Vermont Land Trust,
representatives of VT Fish and Wildlife , the Hinesburg Land Trust along with Pat Mainers.
Steve Russell, and Lenore and Jason from TC, is scheduled for August 15", After this review a
coordinated plan will be devised to deal with the trees in order to open the trails on the three
affected properties. Michelle asked if FEMA might be able to contribute toward the cost and
will look into this possibility.

Lenore reported that the Old Town Forest Management plan was presented to the
Selectboard last Monday. She had noted that although it mentioned many areas of
responsibility, it needed to be more specific as to who is responsible for what, who pays for
expenses, etc. Suggested changes were taken at the meeting and the proposed plan is being
updated.

The Selectboard approved applying for the VTrans grant for the NRG/Jolley sidewalk project.
Lenore is helping Martha Keenan write the grant application which is due August 24™. Lenore
had circulated a letter of support that we had approved by e-mail. Lenore noted that Martha
reported that Rte 116 is scheduled for repaving. Martha is checking to see if, in line with
VTrans’ “complete streets policy, that will include bike paths or shoulders wide enough for
pedestrians. Lenore will liaise with Martha to keep us updated.

Kiosks: The kiosk for the trailhead at Hayden Hill West, which had been shot at and had the
plexiglass destroyed, has now been removed altogether. We do not have money in our
budget for another kiosk but it must be replaced. Discussion was tabled until the next
meeting when Greg can attend.

Jason reports that the signage for the Russell Trails is nearly complete. He and Ann Brush
need to be able to schedule a time they are both available to finish the lettering. He will alert
the rest of the committee when that work will be done and if appropriate, other TC members
with pitch in to help.

Michelle will lead the next community walk the evening of August 15 at the Russell Trails. She
will post details on the Front Porch Forum. The September hike will be at Lake Iroquois, date
TBD.
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9. Jason will write the article for the September issue of the Record (deadline August 29) and
Lenore will write it for the October issue (deadline September 26).

10. Other business: Lenore had answered a query posted on the FPF re the difficulty walking on
North Road. Since that road is slated for repaving she will contact Mike Anthony, road
foreman, to find out what accommodations are being made for pedestrians.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for September 12.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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