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Meeting Minutes
October 10, 2012

Present: Stewart Pierson, Jim Goldsmith, Jane Sheldon, Lenore Budd, Michelle Fischer, Cathy Ryan

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Minutes of the September 12, 2012 meeting had been approved by email and have been posted
to the town website.

. Jim reported that we have $2176.91 in funds, $453.70 from the Frisbee grant ($46.30 taken to pay
expenses over and above our town allotment), $750 from the town for 2012 fiscal year, $473.21
from the SCHIP grant and $500 from the Vermont Recreational Trails Program. Lenore is also
applying for a $500 grant from VRTP for next year. Possible upcoming expenses discussed were
lawyer fees for advice on easement issues, and repairs needed on bridges and eroded trails.

Since Greg is leaving there will be a vacancy on our committee. A few people have shown interest
and will be instructed to contact Joe Colangelo to find out how to apply. Appointments are made
by the Selectboard.

. The LaPlatte/Lewis Creek trails need maintenance work done to remove enough branches and
smaller trees to allow save passage around or through some of the larger blow-downs. October
20" was selected as the date because of Peter’s availability.

. Jim reported that the construction crew that worked on his new property did an excellent job at a
reasonable cost, so he spoke to them about constructing the kiosks. The work can be done over
the winter. He will get a cost estimate so a proposal can be given to the Hinesburg Land Trust, who
will be paying for them.

Russell Trail signs — Still a work in progress. Jason to report status at next meeting.

. The Old Town Forest management plan has been finalized and is on the town website for review.
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Stewart reported that Fr Cray of St. Jude graciously offered the church’s back lot for parking access
to the Russell Trail system. We can now update the maps and refer to this area in our publicity
pieces, e.g. articles and brochures.

. The problem of blow-downs on several of the trails systems was discussed. We must make sure

that the Selectboard is not under the impression that the TC has the funds for, or the manpower
to clear the trees. We can clear smaller branches off the trails but will leave any timber for the
town forester to move.

The TC will be making a presentation to the Selectboard on November 19", Although a recap of
our projects and accomplishments for the past year will be included, the emphasis will be on our
goals for the upcoming one. We are all to make a list of our priorities to discuss at the November
meeting and those chosen will be put into a power point file by Cathy.

Stewart will write the TC article for the October issue of The Record (deadline November 8). There
is a hiatus in the paper over the holidays so the next issue comes out in late January with a
deadline of late December. The writers for the next two issues should be decided at our
November meeting.

North Road has been repaved without including bike/pedestrian lanes. Lenore found out that
paving projects are scheduled years in advance and this one was too far along to add extra width
for walkers, joggers or bicyclists. So the TC will work with the Selectboard and town administrator
to insure that these improvements (as called for in the Town Plan) are included in future projects
and that the annual highway budget is adjusted appropriately. Richmond Road is scheduled for
next year and that route is particularly dangerous for pedestrians due to sharp curves and narrow
spots from CVU Road to North Road. The passing of the new state law called “Complete Streets”
will also require the highway department to consider adding lanes for pedestrians and/or
bicyclists, so the TC will be active in keeping this need top-of-mind.

The Parker easement on Pond Brook Road is still under consideration. Lenore showed a map of
where an in-and-back trail could be laid out with a possibility that a loop added at a later date.
Parking is an issue but it is thought that the shoulder is wide and flat enough for cars to pull off
safely. It would not be feasible in the winter, however. At the request of the VT Land Trust
(proposed holder of the Parker conservation easement) Lenore will draft a trail easement for the
Parker Property (to be held by the Town of Hinesburg) which will be reviewed by the TC and
Selectboard.

Trail stewards reported on their findings. Jim said that the Thistle Hill area is fine, but that the
Russell Trail is in need of a bridge repair. He suggests that the one which needs to be replaced
entirely, because it is too low and gets washed over each year, could be temporarily improved by
pressure treated plywood with non-skid tape added. This would buy us time to find a solution for
replacing it. Also, there is a mid-sized tree that needs to be removed, just north of the sugar shack
field. The removal is within our capabilities. Jane reported that she got lost in Geprag’s Park due to
missing blazes but will try to get back to replace them in the next week.



15. The next community walk is scheduled for Sunday, October 21%, weather permitting. Michelle will
put an announcement on the Front Porch Forum.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for November 14",

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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