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Meeting Minutes
January 21, 2013

Members Present: Meg Handler, Alison Lesure, Melissa Levy, Bill Marks

Members Absent: None

Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m.

Topics Discussed

Previous Meeting Minutes - Minutes from 11/19, 12/17, and 1/7 were approved.
Conservation Commission Budget — The Commission’s budget for the coming fiscal year was
reviewed by Select Board during January 21° meeting. Bill represented the Commission, while
Jim Ross was present as a representative for the Lake Iroquois Association (LIA) as there was
the addition of a new line item in the Commission’s budget in the amount of $5000, to be
directly allocated to the LIA. The budget was accepted by the Select Board, including the
addition of $5000 for LIA, for presentation at Town Meeting on March 4, 2013.
New Member - Meg Handler has been appointed to the Conservation Commission for a 4-year
term per the Select Board during their January 21°" meeting.
Member Updates - Melissa has been appointed to Economic Development Committee. This
Commission will create a 5-year strategic economic development plan for Hinesburg for
adoption by the Select Board, as well as manage a revolving loan fund.
Commission Educational and Outreach Activities - The theme of connectivity and various
educational and outreach activities for the calendar year were discussed. Four key areas of
connectivity were identified: water, trails, wildlife corridors (including road crossings) and
greenspaces. Each member was assigned an area of connectivity to gather information on the
various town groups that have roles in the oversight of the identified areas of connectivity, as
well as potential partnerships with groups outside of Hinesburg. The plan is to find out when
these groups meet and who to contact to schedule a meeting to initiate conversations and
determine what types of collaboration will be the most fruitful. Presently, the areas of
connectivity have been divided up as follows:

o Water (Meg)



o Trails (Bill)

o Wildlife corridors (Melissa)

o Greenspaces (Alison)

Writing articles for the Hinesburg Record was also revisited as a form of educational outreach
to the community (reintroduce the “Conservation Corner” section in The Hinesburg Record).
The intention is to write a series of articles in the next couple of months that can be submitted
throughout the year for publication in the Hinesburg Record. The focus will be topics that are
generally light-hearted and educational in nature. The following are a list of initial topics, with
possible authors assigned:

o Invasives work in Geprags and in Hinesburg more generally — Ask Mark LaBarr to write
or to contribute to this article;

o Greenspace Plan - What is a Greenspace Plan, what is the HCC doing? Divide into two
part article?;

o Lake Iroquois, economic benefits, LIA’s collaboration with Middlebury College if this
comes to fruition. Meg will draft an initial article about the work of the LIA and the
recommendation to add $5000 to the Commission’s budget for the LIA, which is
supported by both the Select Board and the Conservation Commission. The article will
be submitted to be published in the February edition of The Hinesburg Record
(submission deadline February 6th), prior to Town Meeting in March;

o Rural zoning (Bill).

* Geprags — Justin Kenney (Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District) and Missy Ross
worked out a contract for the work that is to be done in Geprags. James Bell can’t do anything
until early spring, which Mark advised would be okay in terms of the bird populations.

Next Meeting: February 4, 2013.
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Alison Lesure
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