mf“:t -

o A
Hinesbur

“chartered

7oz Hinesburg Conservation Commission

Town Of Hinesburg

4

10632 Route 116 Hinesburg VT 05461
VERMONT 802.482.2281 | hinesburg.org

Meeting Minutes
February 18, 2013

Members Present: Meg Handler, Alison Lesure, Melissa Levy, Bill Marks

Members Absent: None

Guests: Kathy Gutierrez, Chuck Reiss

Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m.

Topics Discussed

Previous Meeting Minutes — Minutes from 2/4 were approved.

Town Meeting/Commission Educational and Outreach Activities — Town meeting is fast
approaching (Monday March 4™ 7:30 p.m.). Meg checked about a table at Town Meeting and
there is no problem setting up a table. The focus will be on water connectivity, with materials
from Lake Iroquois Association, Lewis Creek Associate, and LaPlatte Watershed partnership.
Hopefully we will have a mounted watershed map. In addition to watershed materials, we will
have a sign-up sheet for anyone interested in joining the Commission.

Geprags — Kathy Gutierrez proposed the idea of a dog park on a portion of the Geprag’s land.
Ideally it would be a couple acres in size, in the field area closest to the current parking area.
The area would be fenced, with garbage cans for waste disposal, and a volunteer committee,
working directly with the Commission, would be responsible for overall maintenance.
Conservation Commission will seek advice from Mark LaBarr (Green Mountain Audubon)
regarding how such a use might affect any bird populations, other natural resources
management considerations, and where a dog park might be best situated given these
considerations.

Rural Zoning/Planning Commission



o Members reviewed Bill's comments on rural zoning letter to send to the Select Board.
Bill will send a second draft around for comment, and will also submit to Alex and get his
feedback.

o Alex requested that Meg attend. Meg will attend the next Planning Commission meeting
as the commission is currently in an information gathering stage on shoreline
protection.

* Chuck Reiss provided Conservation Commission members with background on the Tar Sands
Free Petition and the resolution which will be voted on a Town Meeting. He requested the
Commission’s support on the matter and encouraged the Commission to voice its support at
Town Meeting. He will also have informational materials to add to the Commission’s table at
Town Meeting regarding tar sands oil and the possibility of transporting this oil through a
pipeline that travels through a portion of Vermont. He recommended that members view the
film Tipping Point, which is available on 350.org. Commission members were also made aware
of another item on the Town Meeting agenda, which is an article to designate Hinesburg as a
Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) district. There is an informational meeting on PACE
February 20th at the Town Hall. Chuck also discussed the creation of an Energy Committee for
Hinesburg. As part of this discussion, the idea was floated that the Energy Committee could be
a sub-committee or focus group of the Conservation Commission, in light of the Commission’s
ongoing effort to identify areas of connectivity, such as water, and increase communication
with other groups within Hinesburg to pool resources and have the greatest impact.

* Discussed and agreed to a change in meeting time to the 1*' and 3" Tuesdays of each month.
Meg will notify the Hinesburg Record of this change and Melissa will notify Aaron Kimball to

update the town website.

Next Meeting: March 5, 2013.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Alison Lesure
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