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Meeting Minutes - December 18, 2013

Attendance: Ray, Katie, John, Carrie, Ray and Hannah

Review and Approve Minutes From November 7, 2013 Meeting
Fixed typos.

Add a section of action items of what people are going to do before the next meeting / electronic
communication date.

From now on minutes will be sent out as a draft and members can use track changes to send their
feedback.
Quick Review of the Hinesburg Sustainability Index

2008 college class looked at the resources the town of Hinesburg has (agriculture, energy, water,
forests) and how many people the land could support = carrying capacity.

Purpose of our committee looking at this was to consider energy in the broader scheme of
sustainability.

Energy specific projects they looked at were the amount of south facing roofs, potential micro hydro
sites, and micro grids.

The heating needs of the town could not be met with wood alone (statewide wood cannot be our only
renewable fuel heat source) this presents a formidable challenge and this example looked at switch

grass as a biofuel.

Zero-net energy homes, by 2030 all new homes in Vermont must be zero-net energy.
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Discussion of the PACE Program

“The loan that stays with your home”

Finance a broad range of energy efficiency and renewable energy initiatives

Burlington is the lead town but they do things a little differently than most towns; instead of paying
back the loan through your taxes, you pay it on your energy bill. The PACE program is administered by

the Burlington Electric Department.

The application process forces people to take advantage of existing incentives and get an energy audit.

Pros and Cons of the Program

Cons
* |t has more fees and a higher rate than regular home equity loans, since it stays with the home,
selling the home ons to ensure compliance

Questions: will there still be Efficiency VT incentives if the new code is the minimum required by law?
We do not want those incentives to go away. Are there still some costs to builders at least some form

of deposit .

The Planning Commission has adopted Code Plus. The decision now goes to the Select Board to be
enacted. There is a warned meeting to occur in February.

John suggested that instead of requiring Code Plus we require a Hertz rating which can be acquired
through the Code Plus rating process (as well as other rating agencies) which would not be as likely to

be the incentives in jeopardy.

Pros
* Thelong has a longer timeframe (20 years)

¢ Sliding scale, designed to reach people who would not be otherwise eligible for loans

* The choice for Hinesburg is to administer the program ourselves or have Efficiency VT
administer it

* There is widespread agreement that Hinesburg is not set up to administer a program of this size

¢ There is no cost for Hinesburg to have Efficiency VT administer the program but each
participant pays more (1% of the loan)

Ray is inclined to wait a year because no projects have been successfully completed through PACE,
there are no examples we can look at from start to finish and there does not seem to be a huge
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demand, Burlington has only had 15 applications.

Chuck is less inclined to wait. John mentioned that our role is educational so we should present it along
with other loan/ financing options.

Carrie makes a motion to recommend that the town uses Efficiency VT as the administrator for the
PACE Program. John seconds, no discussion, all in favor

Next step: present to Select Board (get on their agenda) and get any questions they have in advance.

Update/Discussion of the Interim Energy Standards
Building code includes residential energy efficiency standard

The Hinesburg Planning Commission previously passed a requirement for stricter Energy Star
standards.

Energy Star upgraded from 2.0 to 3.0 and the new standards include additional water management
and soil compaction requirements that are burdensome for builders.

An additional problem is that there is no way to verify compliance. We have to take the builders word
for it.

Chuck recommended we move to Code Plus

Get Efficiency VT involvement (energy rating, consulting)
No cost to the homeowner or town

Efficiency VT does several inspections

John seconds, no discussion, all in favor

Next step: present to select board (get on their agenda) and get any questions they have in advance.

DRB Review - Norris Project

The Norris Project is a new housing development seeking maximum density (allowed when the project
is built to take advantage of renewable energy)

The project is in an area that floods regularly

At the DRB meeting the developer asked that the matter be closed (no new information) but it is likely
that the DRB does not have enough information to make a decision so it will likely be reopened. The
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engineer said the buildings take advantage of 100% of solar input but Chuck objected saying that out of
28 units only 4 were south facing and 7-11 were in reasonably good position.

If the DRB is not happy with the orientation they can require green building certification or the
addition of renewable energy technology

There is some tension between the requirements that new development “fit” the look of Hinesburg
but also be energy savvy.

John brought up affordability. We don’t want additional requirements to force the builder to pass on
costs to the residents.

Looking forward it would be nice to get sketch plans of all new developments

We approve Chuck’s letter with the edit that the opening statement be change to “it appears that the
project does not take full solar advantage”.

Addison County Gas Pipe Line

This issue is coming before the Select Board for a right of way through Grepags Park.

Towns are in the process of accepting/ rejecting the project through a memorandum of understanding;
if a town rejects it Vermont gas could invoke eminent domain but does not want to because they will
lose money.

One benefit is tax revenue for the town

Overall discussion that we want to have a constructive discussion of a controversial topic and
remember the place for personal values in public policy.

Review of the VECAN Meeting

Good presentation of group net metering in Putney, presentation is available to energy committees,
we will investigate if neighboring committees want to bring the presenter up.

2014 Budget Discussion

Hannah spoke to Ducan of the Waterbury Energy Committee and Jeff from the Richmond committee.
They recommended that we should start small by focusing on a few projects that we really want to get

done.

We decided on $750 for web development and mailings, deadline is the end of the year. Carrie made a
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motion “we ask the town for $750 for our initial budget for 2014”. All approved.
Review Town Report Draft

Approved

Review Various Energy Related Agencies

Tabled for next meeting

Action Iltems
* Carrie will request the Town Hall wifi password from Rene

* Chuck will get PACE on the Select Board’s agenda with our recommendation and get their
guestions about the program

* Chuck and Ray will talk with Efficiency VT about Code Plus and get clarity on the program

*  Chuck will edit his letter regarding the Norris Development and send it in

¢ Ray will bring in stuff to do home energy modeling at our next meeting

* Hannah will contact other energy committees about bringing group net metering presenter up

* Hannah will produce an itemized budget to submit to the town
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