Town of Hinesburg

Planning Commission

August 28th, 2013
Approved 9/25

Members Present: Aaron Kimball, Tim Clancy, Maggie Gordon, Grace Ciffo, Jean Isham, Johanna
White, Joe Iadanza, Kyle Bostwick.

Members Absent: Bob Linck.

Also present: Alex Weinhagen (Director of Planning & Zoning), Freeda Powers (Recording
Secretary).

Public Present: Connie Kendall.

Joe L. chaired the meeting, which was called to order at 7:37pm.
There were no public comments for non-agenda items.
Municipal Planning Grant:

Alex W. explained to the board that the Town applies for this grant money every year. The
application deadline is September 30th, and the max grant amount is $20,000. Based on MPG
funding priorities (i.e., Facilities/Infrastructure Planning and Town Plan Updates) the board
reviewed ideas for submission to this grant. The board felt it was important to get a tangible
outcome from this potential funding source. It was agreed that the existing core portion of the town
would benefit from storm water studies and follow up grants could be applied for to further the
desire to update the village storm water treatment systems.

Replacing Interim Zoning—Energy Efficiency Standards for new homes:

The current interim zoning provision will expire on 12/19/13. Maggie G. showed the board a
PowerPoint presentation to demonstrate the different options regarding energy standards and
measures. The board decided that based on feedback from local landowners and developers, the
Energy Star standards are too expensive to meet. Other options the board felt would be potentially
challenging for builders, or unfair to buyers. Tim C. said he was not in favor of incentivizing as he
sees this as being in the owner’s self-interest. However, as Aaron K. pointed out, it is not always the
owner who will be responsible for meeting the standards (i.e., large developers such as at Thistle
Hill or Creek Side). Joe I. voiced his concerns for “self-watch” standards which may result in cut-
corners or minimum standard achievement. Jean I. made a motion to adopt the current interim
regulations going forward. Tim C. seconded the motion. The board voted 8-0.
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Rural Residential 1 Zoning Revisions:

Connie Kendall spoke from the audience, a resident and landowner in the Mount Pritchard area, she
is interested in Allowed Uses in RR1. Specifically, Connie encouraged the board to consider
allowing expanded forest management in the district and submitted to the board a memo with a
proposed use she would like to see included in RR1. She also asked for clarification on the density
formula. Alex W. explained how density was calculated (i.e., Acres/Units = effective existing
density). Joe L. explained that lot creations, transfers and subdivisions are negotiated before the
DRB.

Minutes of July 24th& August 14th, 2013:

Jean . made a motion to approve the 7/24 minutes. Grace C. seconded the motion. The board
voted 8-0. Jean . made a motion to approve the 8/14 minutes. Johanna W. seconded the
motion. Kyle B. abstained as he was not present at the 8/14 meeting. The board voted 7-0.

Other Business:

The Select Board has discussed the Planning Commissions latest memo and has revised their
proposal to incorporate the feedback received. There was some clarification of regs regarding
transfer or subdivision beyond the time of adoption which the board felt should be clear.

The Town Administrator, Joe Colangelo, would like to receive the Planning Commissions’ mission
statement memo by 12/16/13.

Aaron K. inquired on the status of the Rte. 116 study. Alex W. said there will be a forum on 9/24/13
to get public feedback and hear from a consultant on the study. Tim C. voiced some confusion as
Rte. 116 is a state road, under the jurisdiction of VTRANS. Alex W. said that is correct, but noted
that the study also looks at side roads, not just at Rte. 116. He also added that there is the option for
the Town to take over the village portion of Rte. 116.

Aaron K. updated the board on the status of the new Police Station. Millbrook out of Essex has
received the bid and will begin breaking ground on the site very soon.

Kyle B. made a motion to adjourn. Maggie G. seconded the motion. The board voted 8-0. The
meeting ended at 9:48pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Freeda Powers--Recording Secretary
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