Hinesburg - Route 116 Corridor Study

Steering Committee Meeting
9/30/13 6:00 — 8:00

Introduction by Lucy Gibson

e Steps taken so far in the process, results of public meeting, building consensus as we
move forward

e Tentative goals of the 116 Corridor Study and feedback from Committee

e Support of not increasing vehicular capacity

e Alex: Like the focus, about making network more efficient; psychologically slow and
steady is preferable

e People will alter their travel behavior accordingly by taking alternate routes

e VTRANS claims courtesy intensifies congestion — steady flow of traffic will reduce this
courtesy

e Silver Street — ideal location for a roundabout, grade issues

e Improved transit and school bus service can translate to increased walkability

e There are many different types of cycling ie family cycling vs. competitive cycling that
have different needs

e Shoulders along the sides of 116 can be dangerous for cycling because of the debris that
is tossed by passing motorists

e Side stripes are helpful for cycling, particularly for improved visibility for older riders

e [ssue is peak traffic though; how many residents are actually cycling to Burlington?

e Sai: Most cycling will likely occur outside of peak hours

e Alex: the issue is that we have a linear village that is sometimes too long for walking but
in many ways ideal for cycling; 116 should accommodate bikes and a family should be
able to cycle to and from different destinations within town

e Revised Goal: Make village more walkable AND bikable



e Walkability can increase property values; these types of investments are usually
worthwhile

e Does walkability consider the elderly? Yes, improvements will be up to ADA standards;
these investments naturally aid elderly mobility

e Danville, VT Streetscape project: only complaint is there wasn’t enough attention paid
to islands, traffic calming in town not locally responsive enough, but lots of good lessons
to take home from the project

e Flashing pedestrian lights — experimental at this point; potential location at
Mechanicsville and 116 and also consider narrowing this intersection

e Silver St. and 116 — Crossing issues, improved safety would also coincide with
reconfiguration of school bus route

e School buses have a significant impact on traffic congestion

e Night classes at CVU potentially complicating traffic as well

Investment Priorities — Areas of Focus
Future Village Center

e Depends on outcome of Hannaford project

e Commerce Street intersection south to fire station a potential location for future town
center area

e Alex: how about Charlotte and 116 intersection? Depends on Lantmans; but will likely
still be a commercial building

e Establish 2 main nodes/cores

Mechanicsville Rd and Route 116 Intersection

e Crosswalk at Mechanicsville; also HAWK signal an option
e Potentially making Mechanicsville one way or partially one way

e Mechanicsville/116 intersection is problematic, some divert to Commerce Street to

avoid



e Would allow the town to do something with the old fire station
e One way conversion: relatively inexpensive change, but should be packaged as a benefit
for local landowners

e Possible partial one way for business access and circulation

Silver Street and Rt. 116 Intersection

e Lot acquired to the east and west in order to build a roundabout

e Converging streets in a roundabout should have similar volumes

e ‘Bookending Roundabouts’ — potential roundabouts at CVU and Silver Street would
mark a clear entrance and exit to and from Hinesburg

e Safety concerns with existing Silver Street intersection

e But still, will not solve the issues at the Lantman’s intersection

Charlotte and Rt. 116

e Coordination with VTRANS for Lantman’s intersection

e We should try altering the signal timing at this intersection before we implement a
roundabout

e Right now this intersection is dangerous for pedestrians

e Right turn onto Charlotte

e Would have significant decrease on peak traffic; would involving removing handicapped
parking spaces outside of town offices

e Cheese factory road — could be accessed by public and integrated into the village street
network to relieve some congestion, explore different ways to utilize the site more

efficiently



Westside Road

e How should it be designed?

e Creekside (development) wasn’t built before the feasibility study was conducted

e Thereis an emergency response time issue as well, police/ambulance can’t reach scene
of accident on 116 in a timely manner

e West side road could be designed with short blocks with frequent stop signs to
discourage speeding

e Was never meant to be a high speed connector; rather envisioned to be a low speed
street carrying local traffic

e Lucy: needs to be simulated by traffic models in order to assess its impact on traffic

e Potential parking issues along West Side Road

Moving Forward

e Signal timing first priority

e Explore the costs and benefits of local ownership of Rt. 116
e Contact Redstone about parcel

e CCTA for ridership statistics

e Next steering committee meeting: Early November

e Public Meeting — December to present different courses of action



