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Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2013

Present: Michelle Fischer, Jane Sheldon, Sue Rusten, Jim Goldsmith, Stewart Pierson, Lenore Budd, and
Peter VanVranken

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m.

1. Minutes of August 21st meeting have been posted to the town website. There was no formal
approval since only 4 people were able to attend.

2. Jim reported that the total funds on hand was $2199.99. SCHIP Grant = $443.29, VRTF 1 = $53 ($79
had been spend on cedar stakes), VRTF 2 = $500, Frisbie Grant = $453.70 and the town’s allocation
= $750. We did not use $467.79 of last year’s allocation from the town. We have taken the $1500
offered by the Hinesburg Land Trust out of the equation for kiosk expenses since HLT has been
paying Ray Mainer for all his expenses in building them and we don’t expect more than a few
hundred dollars to be spent on insert signage.

3. Re kiosks — Jim has put up plexiglass brochure holders at the Russell Trail kiosk and has noted that
the maps he put in them have all been used. What is needed for the insert signage was reviewed
and Stewart will contact Sylvie Vidrine about the signs. Two treatments for the Russell kiosks were
discussed, one to prime and paint the backing white and the other to stain it so the wood’s natural
color will show. More discussion is needed.

4. The kiosk that was installed at the LaPlatte Headwaters Gilman Road entrance did some damage to
the electric fence of the abutting property. We agreed that the TC should reimburse the owner for
any repairs needed.

5. Sue reported that the scavenger hunts she organized for HCS and HCRC this summer were not well
attended or had to be postponed due to weather, but the planning that went into them can be
used for future events. She also proposed several new ideas, such as “questing” and ways to
involve groups of young people through CVU and scouts. She will continue to liaise with the people
involved at those organizations.



6. Stewart, Lenore and any other interested TC members are meeting with Brooke Scatchard at 10:00
a.m. on September 28" to discuss erosion abatement project on the Russell Trails on site. It has
been impossible to get all property owners and TC representation to meet at the same time.
Stewart will report Brooke’s recommendations to the James Donegan and Tom Whitney before any
action is taken.

7. The TC has agreed to oversee adding signage to the Old Town Forest to aid hikers in navigating the
intersections of the Eagle Trail and FOTW trails. Although some FOTW trails will be closing, three
that are definitely remaining open are Maiden, International and Passing the Horizon. Jason Reed
had left some prepped signs like those used for the Russell trails at Jim’s so we can use those to
mark the ends of those three trails, as a test to see if they are helpful and left in place. Stewart will
bring this idea up to the Town Forest Committee at the next meeting. In the meantime Jim will
investigate where best to get the lettering done.

8. Michelle offered to lead the October foliage walk on Passing the Horizon trail and the date was set
for Sunday, October 13th. Notices should be placed on the Front Porch Forum, the town website,
and the Hinesburg Record’s new website.

9. Stewart will write the article for the October issue of the Record (due date 10/2) and Lenore will
write the one for the early December issue (due 11/6).

10. Lenore reported that she has been trying unsuccessfully to reach Deb Allen and David Meath re
discussions about using part of their land as a connector in the LaPlatte Headwater trail system.
She will continue to attempt to reach them.

11. Trail Steward reports — Jane found a tree down across the loop trail at Geprags and will try to reach
Bill Marks to alert him to the need for a chain saw to remove it. Lenore will be scouting the trails on
Friday to see where best to place the more solid posts for the blazes where there are no trees. Sue
mentioned that there were still a few places at the LaPlatte area that needed some trail clearing.
Peter had been removing much of the worst of the debris on the main trails and is aware of that
last bit of work. He hopes to get to that and mowing the rim of the Hidden Meadow before winter.

12. Re Cathy’s replacement — Sue suggested she speak to Len Littenberg, a new neighbor who has
shown interest in hiking and trail maintenance and get a measure of his interest in joining the
committee. Jane also has a new neighbor who has had some forest management experience,
though has only just moved to town in July. The notice of vacancy has been posted on the town
website and FPF so we may get other people offering to help.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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