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Meeting Minutes
November 20, 2013

Present: Stewart Pierson, Jane Sheldon, Lenore Budd, Michelle Fischer, Ray Mainer, Sue Rusten, Peter
VanVranken, Jim Goldsmith

Guest: Alison LeSure, Conservation Commission
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

1. The minutes from the October meeting had been approved via e-mail and have been posted to
the town’s website.

2. Jim reported that there has been no change in the accounts since the last meeting. -- Mini-grant
#1 (Jason’s) = $132 and must be used by December 31% of this year or forfeited; Mini-grant #2
(Lenore’s) = $500 which is good until December 31° 2014; SCHIP grant = $369.36; Frisbee grant =
$453.70 and the town’s allotment = $750. The total we have to work with currently is $2205.06.

3. Michelle will write the article for the January issue of the Record, the deadline for which is
January 1%. Jane offered to write the article for the February article, the deadline for which is
TBD.

4. Stewart will be meeting with the Town Forest Committee and the Fellowship of the Wheel to
write a Memorandum of Understanding, to outline and confirm which group/committee has the
responsibility for which task in the Old Town Forest, e.g. trail maintenance, signage etc. He
reports that in a previous meeting members of the TFC had expressed concern about too many
blazes being put up, detracting from the natural beauty of the trails. Our experience has been
that it is difficult to impossible to find trails in the fall when leaves blanket the forest floor, or In
the winter when snow does the same. We would like to be allowed to provide enough blazes to
insure no one gets lost. Discussions with the TFC will continue to find a compromise.

5. Stewart said that the report that he gave to the Select Board on November 18" on the year’s
work by our committee was well received and that our efforts are generally appreciated.

6. Alison LeSure has recently joined the Conservation Commission and attended our meeting to get
information on what our responsibilities were in Geprags Park, and how to best communicate
between groups. We discussed what we have done there in the past (mainly sighage and light



trail maintenance). Lenore made the suggestion that the new spur in to the northwest section,
be rerouted since the trail heads straight up a hill, lending itself to erosion. Alison will check with
the CC to see if there is any reason this cannot be done, e.g. if there are any nesting areas or
plants that should not be disturbed in that area.

7. Lenore reported that when she expressed the concern to Andrea Morgante that the recent
repaving of Richmond Road might not have included the promised bike/pedestrian
improvements, Andrea explained that when the fog lines are repainted on the road the result
will be two 9-foot wide vehicle lanes (decrease from previous 10-foot width), leaving a 3-foot
wide paved shoulder on both sides for bikers and walkers. The next two paving projects
scheduled for fiscal year 2015 are the Charlotte Road, from Route 116 to Baldwin Road, and
Silver Street. Both of these have heavy pedestrian and bicycle usage so Lenore will approach the
Select Board and Town Administrator about the possibility of actually widening the pavement to
more safely accommodate bikers and pedestrians.

8. Stewart suggested that we hold some sort of a ceremony to celebrate the finishing of the Russell
Trail kiosk and signs. Given that any event would be held in warmer weather the topic was tabled
to a later meeting.

9. Winter events were discussed, such as moonlight snowshoe parties. This topic was also tabled
until the next meeting.

10. Meetings are being held by the developer of the Haystack Crossing area north of the center of
Hinesburg with various town committees. Lenore recommended that we contact the company
liaisons to make sure they are including pedestrian access, either sidewalks or walking paths, in
their plans. Stewart will be the point person to set up the meeting.

11. Peter reported that he had done some work mowing in the Hidden Meadow of the LaPlatte
system. He has held off brush hogging that meadow because the VT Department of Fish and
Wildlife had wanted to take care of this as well as spraying the wild parsnip. Since the state has
not done this, Lenore offered to call a contact she has there to find out if and when they plan on
doing so. Peter says there still needs to be some clearing on the north connector to the Hidden
Meadow, but hopes to get a work crew together next week to finish that job.

12. Sue reported that she is in contact with the local Boy Scout troop about setting up a “Quest” on
the Russell Trails, as part of her on-going efforts to get children interested in hiking on the HART
system.

13. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 18",

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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