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Meeting Minutes
December 18, 2013

Present: Stewart Pierson, Jane Sheldon, Lenore Budd, Michelle Fischer, Ray Mainer, Sue Rusten,
George Dameron, Jim Goldsmith

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

1. The minutes from the November meeting had been approved via e-mail and have been posted
to the town’s website.

2. Jimreported that there has been no change in the accounts since the last meeting. -- Mini-grant
#1 (Jason’s) = $132 and must be used by December 31% of this year or forfeited; Mini-grant #2
(Lenore’s) = $500 which is good until December 31 2014; SCHIP grant = $369.36; Frisbee grant
= $453.70 and the town’s allotment = $750. The total we have to work with currently is
$2205.06. Lenore questioned the break-out of the mini grants and will meet with Missy Ross to
clarify.

3. Michelle and Stewart met with representatives from the Fellowship of the Wheel to decide
what responsibility each of the two groups has re signage in the Old Town Forest. Both parties
agreed that there needs to be more signs at intersections and more blazes in those areas where
trails may not be well defined, especially in the winter and fall when snow or leaves may
obscure the trails. Members on the Town Forest Committee have indicated that fewer blazes
are better than more, so Michelle will ask those members to join her sometime this winter to
show them how it is possible to get lost if blazes aren’t placed at regular intervals.
Conversations will continue with the TFC to decide how many and what kind of blazes are best.

4. Michelle will be writing the article for the January issue of the Record and Jane will write one
for the February issue.

5. Ideas were discussed for upcoming community events. One possibility was a February 2"
snowshoe hike with the Hinesburg Land Trust in the LaPlatte Headwaters area. Details will be
finalized at the January meeting.

6. The Kiosk at the Russell Trail has been fully installed and the materials (maps, notices, etc.) have
been inserted. The kiosks at the LaPlatte area and Hayden Hill West trailhead in the Old Town
Forest are installed but need materials.



7. The erosion problem on the Russell Trails has been temporarily solved by the work done by
Stewart and Lenore in the fall. Brooke Scatchard has not yet sent us the proposal and cost
estimate for the full repair job. Stewart will call him again to check the progress.

8. Lenore, Peter and Stewart met with a representative from the VT Fish and Wildlife Department
in the Hidden Meadow and were able to determine that the work VTF&W promised to do had
been done, e.g. spraying wild parsnip and brush hogging. Peter will continue to mow the trail
around the perimeter.

9. Stewart reported that In a recent meeting the Select Board was about to vote on funding for
the sidewalk connecting Commerce St and Riggs Rd when Andrea Morgante suggested that a
boardwalk would possibly be less expensive than the concrete sidewalk. The Trails Committee
feels that a boardwalk would not allow for plowing during the winter and therefore prohibit
pedestrian traffic year round. Lenore will contact Joe Colangelo to express our concern
regarding a possible boardwalk, and the delay it might cause in providing pedestrian access.

10. Lenore has exchanged voice mails with Deb Allen and David Meath, owners of the land which
we are hoping to purchase to allow a trail connection between the north and south portions of
the LaPlatte Headwaters Town Forest system. Deb Allen asked to be called again after the busy
holiday season for further discussion.

11. Lenore attended a Select Board meeting to urge them to consider widening Charlotte Road,
which will be repaved in 2014, to allow for bike/pedestrian lanes without narrowing the motor
traffic lanes. The response was that the budgets were planned years in advance and spending
could not be increased on the Charlotte Road. Lenore has emailed Jon Trefry and Joe Colangelo
re: her frustration that the promised Town process for evaluating bike/pedestrian
improvements under Complete Streets legislation has not unfolded and she will follow up with
them.

12. Black Rock developers have not filed plans with the DRB re their proposed Haystack Corners
development. Attempts to liaise with them to insure pedestrian access will wait until such time
those plans are filed.

13. Lenore asked if we could provide her names of people who can recommend their snow plowers
to possibly keep the parking area on Lewis Creek Road open during the winter. Michelle and
Susan provided some leads.

14. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 15,

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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