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VERMONT

Town Of Hinesburg

Meeting Minutes
March 19, 2014 -7 PM

Attendance: Chuck Reiss, Hannah Jackson, Carrie Fenn, Ray Keller, Katie Emerson, and John Pacht

1. Review of minutes. Chuck made motion to accept minutes. All approved.

2. Discussion About Community Solar Meeting
a. Hannah talked with Nick Ziter and he is coming up to Burlington in early April and would
be willing to stop and talk to us and other towns. One of the biggest hurdles is the
administration (applying for grants, membership, etc.)
b. Open public meeting for the residents and other town boards
Invite surrounding towns via the town energy committees
Date: target 4/04 Friday from 7-9 p.m. or 4/05 Saturday morning 10:30-12:00

3. Net Zero Energy Workshop
a. LiLi Young is a project manager at Efficiency Vermont. She has put together a net zero
energy workshop/ presentation. She would like to do it all over the state. It is geared to
homeowners about what net zero energy homes are.
b. Open public meeting for the residents and other town boards
Date? 5/04, 5/08,

4. PACE Program And Meeting With The Select Board Update
a. We need to share with the Select Board why we think it would be best to have Efficiency
Vermont administer PACE.
b. Get on the Select Board agenda for early May.
Prepare materials of what the town would be required to do.
d. Are mobile homes included in the PACE program; do they need to be permanently
located in the town?
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5. Black Rock Development Update - DRB Meeting Last Night (3/18/14)

a. Haystack development

b. Hannah submitted our letter regarding optimal solar positioning and renewable energy
technology.

c. At the DRB meeting the developer presented regarding density. The density was based
on the zoning requirement of 3 units per acre, and at about 32 acres gives 96 units and
since they want 245 units they need density bonus points. They are doing regional green
building certification and renewable energy technology. Sec 3.6 of the zoning
regulations regarding the purpose of the northwest section of town says that the open
space/ agriculture/ entrance to the community means that solar orientation must be
incorporated. Black Rock brought at site plan revision last night that did not include
active solar in another location for homes that were not oriented.

d. Should we set a concrete goal of how much (percentage) of renewable energy to
produce?

e. Green building certification — Vermont Builds Greener/ LEED/ National Homebuilders
Program (not regional) - requires more detailed information about what type of house
will be built. They will only certify after it is built. If it is not certified after it is built it is
unclear what the consequences are. It is possible the certificate of occupancy could be
withheld. Certification cost $1,000-2,000 per building.

f. We can send Black Rock a letter explaining the regional certification requirement and
publications by Vermont Builds Greener.

g. Due to the large size of the project it is likely that it will be phased (not currently the
plan, but hopefully!) so there will opportunity to comment and make suggestions as it
goes.

h. Nothing will happen for two years because of a new development moratorium because
of a lack of water.

i. The project has been tabled by the DRB until May 6th

6. Hinesburg Energy Standards Update- Planning Commission Meeting 3/21/14
a. Chuck gave our letter to Alex who was going to bring it to the next planning commission
meeting which was cancelled because of the snowstorm. It has been rescheduled for
March 26th.
b. Sticking points of whether homeowner/builders should be exempt, mobile home
exemption, manufactured homes exemption

7. VT Gas Pipeline Through Hinesburg Discussion
a. Isthis anissue for our energy committee?
b. The Select Board ceding a right of way in Grepags park and receiving monetary
compensation. Land use issue? If the pipeline is built against the towns wishes we would
lose out on the monetary benefits.
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c. Building for Social Responsibility is hosting a community discussion about the natural
gas pipeline and they are planning to invite town energy committees.
d. Move forward on the agenda for next meeting

8. Quick Energy Legislative Update (Net metering, S-100)

Action Items

1.

Chuck will look for an organization that administers community solar with Renewable
Energy Vermont.

Hannah will confirm date with Nick Ziter and payment

Community solar presentation invitations: Chuck — Shelburne, Charlotte, Richmond, Carrie -
Monkton, Hinesburg weekly report, reserve town hall, Hannah — Starksboro, Katie — Front
porch forum. All check in with email by Saturday.

Chuck — net zero presentation check dates with Li Li and Town Hall

Net zero presentation same publicity responsibilities as community solar

Ray will contact Efficiency Vermont about what towns have PACE administered by EVT and
how it has worked, as well as the Bank of Middlebury.
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