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Meeting Minutes - April 23,2014
APPROVED

Attendance: Carrie Fenn, Ray Keller, Katie Emerson, Chuck Reiss

Excused: John Pacht, Hannah Jackson

1. Minutes

d.

Carrie made a motion to accept the minutes as amended, Katie seconded, all in favor

2. Recap community solar forum

a0 o

Good turnout 18-20 people

No response from the Monkton energy committee

Charlotte and Shelburne energy committees posted the announcement

Jeff Forward is a member of the Richmond energy committee and informed those
people

Nick’s presentation on Clean Energy Collective’s projects: they sell by panel about
$11,225 for 0.3 KW. 5% of the proceeds of the sale of the electricity goes towards
maintenance. After the Clean Energy Collective sets up the project, the installer
manages most of the project. They have a minimum of 150KW systems.

Would it be possible to have a Vermont company to do what the Clean Energy
Collective does? (Chuck)

The area by the lagoon where there are currently some arrays (leased) would be a
potential site if there is space available; it likely has 3-phased power.

One couple has a home that is not suited for solar that came to the meeting
specifically to get involved in community solar. Another individual is willing to have
his land be used as a site (lease the land). Yea!

3. PACE update - Ray contacted Lani Malapan

a.
b.

There have only been about five projects in the state

The PACE loan is not paid on property taxes but in a monthly bill to Opportunities
Credit Union. The town only gets involved if the individual defaults on the loan.
2.99% rate for low income households Need threshold

400K cap for the state- get the dollars while you can!

After the HEC May meeting we will bring it to the Selectboard hopefully Ray can find
an example of a completed, administered project (June Selectboard meeting).
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4. Haystack Crossing

a. Meeting with the developers for town committee members on May 5th at 5:00pm.
Hannah sent in our letter detailing our concerns about solar orientation and
renewable energy technology.

b. Chuck presented a sketch of an alternative site plan that has more south facing
homes and room for community solar. It is also considerably less dense. No one has
come up with any alternatives (that we know of) so we want to present another
option.

c. We could suggest a concrete goal of having the development be the first major net
zero energy development. That could be attractive to the developers. They may not
want to go that far, but by creating an initially high goal, they are more likely to do
more.

d. This is a committee supported option, Carrie and Chuck will draft a letter for the
DRB

5. NetZero Energy Meeting

Efficiency Vermont has an incentive program for net zero homes for this next year.
When we have Li Ling come; ask that her presentation be a little shorter; 45-60min
Have everyone look through the slides and see what is most/least important

Make sure financing is included and the economic benefits

oo

Action Items:
1. Chuck will write a synopsis about the presentations for those who were not able to attend.
See if we can publish the presentations to the town website.
2. Chuck will follow up with interested people from the forum.
3. Financing - chuck will bring in the pamphlet from Efficiency VT Net Zero homes and Ray
will bring his resource
4. Everyone review Li Ling’s powerpoint of the Net Zero homes
Net Zero Home Presentation advertising: Saturday May 24th at 10:30am
e Same energy committee contacts
e Front Porch Forum
e The Citizen and Hinesburg Record- Carrie
e Seven Days and Burlington Free Press events listing - Chuck
e Social Media - Katie

U

Bring poster/ sandwich board about net zero presentation to Green Up day, leave one on the
bulletin boards in the town hall
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