rrrrrrrrr

Energy Committee

N m‘ Town of Hinesburg

Hlnegburg 10632 Route 116 Hinesburg VT 05461
veront 802.482.2281 | hinesburg.org

Meeting Minutes - June 18, 2014
-Approved 7/16/14-

Present: Chuck Reiss, Hannah Jackson, Carrie Fenn, Ray Keller, and John Pacht.
Absent: Katie Emerson

Minutes: After review, John made the motion to accept the May 21 meeting minutes as amended,
all approved. Chuck will email corrections to Katie Emerson, HEC secretary. Chuck asked who
would take notes for this meeting and Carrie volunteered.

Community Solar: Chuck met with Richard Van Vliet who has a large meadow on South Wind
Road that he is offering to be used as a community solar site. The site is suitable for a fixed array of
about 140 by 140 feet square which is 19,600 square feet. The committee discussed the need for 3
phase service from Green Mountain Power and a sub-station for the project.

PACE Program: Ray handed out a paper titled Q&A For PACE Adoption he developed to help the
process of meeting with the Select Board. The committee discussed the questions about who will
administer the program and agreed that the Select Board would probably choose to have
Efficiency Vermont do the administration, but HEC needs to become aware of any disadvantages.
Also asked was the question whether the Hinesburg Pace Program should require efficiency
measures be done before renewables are funded, and the group agreed that efficiency first was
most cost effective. Chuck asked the committee to review Ray’s document and to fine tune it in
preparation for a meeting with the Select Board in August or September.

Hinesburg Energy Standards: The Select Board will most likely make a decision about adopting
the Energy Plus Code at one of their August meetings.

Haystack Crossing/Commons: Chuck read a section of Hinesburg’s zoning regulations (2.9.2),
the last line of the Renewable Energy Technology section of the density bonus paragraph. It refers
to the % of a project’s long term energy needs that should be provided by renewables which
includes thermal energy provided by passive solar. This is in response to a Black Rock
Construction (the developer) diagram of passive solar gain that shows high percentages of passive
solar gain potential in spite of the fact that many of the homes are not oriented well. The
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committee discussed the developer’s unwillingness to orient the buildings to take advantage of
solar, both active and passive. The developer should be using the LEED rating system that
encourages energy efficiency by creating optimum conditions for the use of passive and active
solar strategies. This means taking advantage of a long East - West solar access. It was mentioned
that this committee has the opportunity to design this community correctly for energy efficiency
and renewables, including the use of heat pumps for example.

It was decided that Chuck would write a letter to the DRB stressing our concerns that the
developer has not done enough to conform to the Town of Hinesburg’s goals and regulations. All
committee members were asked to write their ideas about what should be in the letter and send
them to Chuck by the end of the week. John said to keep it positive, give suggestions.

Net Zero talk follow up: A pilot program to certify builders is in development. There are some
new financial incentives for the home owner in addition to the federal and state incentives. An

example is $ 550 for heat pump powered DHW at point of sale.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45
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