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Meeting Minutes - July 16, 2014
DRAFT

Attendance: Katie Emerson, Carrie Fenn, Ray Keller, Chuck Reiss, Hannah Jackson, and John Pacht

=

Meeting got underway at 7:15pm

2. Review minutes from June meeting. Chuck made motion to approve minutes as amended, John seconded,
all approved.
3. Review/ update Haystack Crossing development

a.

Thanks everyone for their collaboration on the letter. Two meetings have happened since we last
met. Last night was an opportunity for the DRB to ask questions to the developers and then they
closed the meeting so there is no more opportunity for public input.

If the DRB does not grant the density bonus, the developers will not go back to the sketch plan
stage, they must alter the plan on the way.

4.  PACE program

a.

b.
C.
d

@

We are on the schedule to talk to the Selectboard on September 22nd

Q&A document: add attractive financing for low income households 2.99% for 20 years

Should Hinesburg administer PACE? Our response is “no”

Turn document into a power point presentation and print slides for committee members to take
notes on

Bank of Middlebury not Opportunities Credit Union?

Research the process of defaulting on the loan and foreclosure and the application fee and annual
fee.

Updated information on whether any towns have successfully completed projects and the
schedule

Concern about the roll-out of the program and how we would present it to Hinesburg residents
(we will have details about how our committee and EVT will market the program)

Bring EVT to our next meeting (August 20%) to preview of presentation and get feedback. Send
presentation to meeting two week ahead of time so they have time to review it.

Do we want to require an energy audit before work is done (more stringent). The added cost can
be rolled into the loan but must be paid up front. Does is create a barrier to participation even if it
makes economic sense?

5.  Community solar update

a.
b.
C.

Draft Meeting Minutes

Chuck has run numbers for Richard Van Vliet's property 140’ x 140’

Lease the land for 20 years? Need to talk to Dick

252 panels at 300 watts each for potentials 75.6 KW, under 150KW is considered small so it does
not require additional permitting by the Public Service Board.

Ground mount, six rows of 42 panels

There is some debate in the solar community about 30 degrees vs. 45 degrees for maximum
annual solar benefit.

Great educational potential of small scale distributed renewable energy

Need financial advice from someone like Jeff Forward who has done this before in Richmond
Neighbor does not want to see the panels, Chuck has agreed to float balloons to the height of the
solar and balloons for where evergreen trees could be planted
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6. Fall reach out program
a. Button Up VT Carrie will research, possible October event
b. Hosta workshop by EVT and community action council
c. Q&A about DYI and financing
7. Energy Code plus discussion with the Selectboard on Thursday, August 7t at 7pm- we should attend

8. New secretary - rotate among members, Hannah will take it next month

9. Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm

Action items

1. Chuck will find out if Richmond town would be involved in their community solar,
a. talk with Jeff about financing (with John)
b. Dballoon project at Dick’s site (with Hannah and maybe Carrie)

Next meeting will be Wednesday August 20,2014
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