chartered
1762 .
Hinesburg Select Board

‘IN h‘ Town Of Hinesburg
10632 Route 116 Hinesburg VT 05461
Hlne Sburg 802.482.2281 | hinesburg.org

VERMONT

Meeting Minutes - October 6, 2014
- Approved 10/20/14 -

Attending The Meeting: Jon Trefry, Mike Bissonette, Phil Pouech, Tom Ayer, Andrea Morgante, Trevor
Lashua, Rocky Martin, Joe Duncan, Karl Novak and attached list.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Jon called for public comment.

Karl Novak addressed his concern with a police response to a 911 call in Duxbury that occurred in
August. He felt the response was overboard and not what Vermont is about. He distributed a news

article on the occurrence (copy attached).

There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.

Public Hearing On The Proposed Water Supply And Treatment Bond

Jon opened the Public Hearing on the proposed water supply and treatment bond and summarized the
need for the additional water sources.

Joe Duncan, engineer for the project and Rocky Martin answered questions from the audience.

Dan Jacobs asked what the projected increase cost to users will be. Rocky said they estimate an
additional $125.00 a year. Dan asked what the treatment process will be and Jon stated it will be
traditional ionization. Dan brought up the fact that many users on the Town system have invested in
personal water softeners. Jon said there is no plan to reimburse users for that personal expense.

Kyle Bostwick said while treating water to be good safe water is a must the softening aspect is open for
debate.

Joe Duncan said the new wells are slightly higher in hardness and slightly lower in manganese and iron.
He noted the ion exchange is primarily to treat hardness, treating the manganese and iron is a bonus.
Joe added that approximately $600,000 of the 1.5 million is to provide treatment. He will have
operating and maintenance costs at the next meeting.
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Phil asked for a comparison of overall treatment (as proposed) vs. individual treatment and if there is
any benefit to the distribution system.

Joe said with the proposed treatment and continued flushing the water in the system will be a better
quality.

Joe also noted if using the figure of additional $125.00 approximately $50.00 of that would be the
treatment component, the rest is capital cost not including operating and maintenance.

Dan asked if there is any treatment system on this scale in Vermont.
Joe said he will check if there is.

John Lyman asked about the cost to build the treatment system now vs. at a later date. Joe said the
cost is $600,000.00 now and unknown what it would cost at a later date.

Phil asked about options for treatment besides ions and Joe said use of membranes is also done.
Tom Ayer asked about the cost of an in home system. Dan Jacobs (employed in the water filtration
business) said a typical family of 4 using a bag of salt at $8.00 a month would spend about $100.00 a
year plus the water used for the cleaning process. Filters and salt average about $150.00 a year.
Rob Farley, employee for the State dealing with drinking water and groundwater, said this project
addresses the current needs and short term. He asked how far the plans have proceeded for additional

water sources.

Rocky said if the bond passes they will complete that project and then look at other options such as
filters for the wells behind Town Hall or other sources.

Chris Murphy said he a problem with the method of funding being put on the water users only.

Jeff French said his water bill for a family of 4 averages $117 a month and the State average is $50 a
month. He also feels the entire Town should bear the cost or only allow the rate payers to vote.

Jon advised legally the Town cannot limit the voting.
Andrea said it could be done, but would need to create a Fire District.

Brand Wainer said he feels it is appropriate for the users to pay and to review the rate structure to
increase costs to new users.

Jon closed the Public Hearing and noted further discussion is scheduled for the Oct 20th meeting.
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Interviews For The Openings On The Development Review Board (DRB)
Andrea Bayer, Kevin Cheney and John Lyman were interviewed for openings on the DRB.
Andrea has been serving as an alternate and was an active member for the Haystack Crossing project.

Kevin said he is looking to serve as an alternate. He is looking to help achieve responsible
development. He also serves on the Recreation Commission.

John Lyman is a lifelong resident of Hinesburg and is looking to give back to the community in service.
He has experience as a business owner in the village.

Tom noted in keeping with tradition of moving alternates to permanent positions, moved the Board
vote to appoint Andrea Baver as a regular member of the Development Review Board for a term to

expire on January 1, 2016. Second by Phil and approved with 5 ves votes.

Tom _moved the Board vote to appoint John Lyman and Kevin Cheney as alternate members of the

Development Review Board for a term to expire on January 1, 2016. Second by Phil and approved with
5 yes votes.

Request To Close Portions Of Farmall Drive And Fredric Way For A Halloween Event

The Creekside Community Association is asking to close most of Farmall Drive and all of Fredric Way
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on October 31st (a.k.a. Halloween). The request only restricts general vehicular
access for that time, from a point near the intersection of Farmall Drive and Kaley’s Way. Chief Koss
supports the closure to allow for safer Halloween activities, and the Hinesburg Community Police will
handle the closure of the two roads.

The adopted road policy and standards require action of the Select Board for the scheduled closure of
aroad. The Board granted this request last year, and by all accounts the event went well.

Phil moved the Board vote to approve the closure of Farmall Dr and Fredric Way, beginning at a point

near Kaley’s Way, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on October 31, 2014. Second by Tom and approved with 5 ves
votes.

Honor Bill Moller For His Service On The Development Review Board

Jon on behalf of the Select Board and Town of Hinesburg awarded Bill Moller with a plaque in
recognition of his service on the Development Review Board.
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Discuss Proposed Changes To The Zoning Regulations (Energy Efficiency Standards)

Mike B said his concern is affordability to build a home, he has been advised that to build to energy
code plus will increase the cost to build by $6,000 to $10,000. He also noted one could not build a
home and only finish and live on the first floor and plan to finish the 2nd floor at a later date. He feels
the current RBES is sufficient.

Chuck Reiss disagrees with the 6-10,000 cost and said incentives available could be up to $1,000 and
the homeowner will save money in energy costs. He noted an owner builder can opt out of the
standard.

Tom feels the homeowner should retain the right to make decisions and this should be voluntary for
certain aspects. He does like the education aspect.

Maggie Gordon said education is incorporated into this program.

Phil said he would want to know if Efficiency VT would allow Hinesburg to stay with the regulations
noted in 2014 plan.

Andrea referred to the Town Plan calling for efficiency.

Mike B moved the Select Board reject the PC proposed changes to the zoning regulations for energy

efficiency standards and to ask the PC to write a proposal to adopt the State Energy Standards. Second
by Tom. Andrea feels there should be the opportunity to amend the current proposal to tie into the

2014 standard energy code plus and for that reason will vote against the motion. Tom wants to let the
property and homeowner make decisions and does not want to “one up” the State requirements.

Motion voted and defeated with 2 voting ves and 3 voting no.

John Veilleux, resident on Texas Hill, agrees that the homeowner should be able to make his own
decisions and is opposed to the more stringent regulations.

Discuss Next Steps Regarding The Old Police Station

The deadline has come and gone for the submittal of ideas. The three main ideas are (in no particular
order):
¢ Sell the building “as is” for commercial occupancy (which is restored in the process).
® Retain the building for current or future municipal use (either as a “community center” or for
staff offices).
* Remove the building, relocate the memorial from Memorial Park, and create more green space.

Board members were unanimous in removing the prospect of retaining the building for municipal use.
Discussed was to see if the building will sell within a set time frame.

Phil moved the Board vote to consider engaging a real estate agent to begin the process of putting the
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building up for sale and spend the minimum to protect the building for winter up to $1200.00. To have

the real estate agent bring back to the Select Board expectations and time frame to sell the building.
Second by Andrea. Motion approved with 4 ves votes and Mike B abstaining as he had submitted

proposal.

Consider Adopting The Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP)

The Board reviewed with Al Barber the Local Emergency Operations Plan.

Andrea moved the Board vote to adopt the 2014 Local Emergency Operations Plan for Hinesburg to be
signed by the Fire Chief. Second by Tom and approved with 5 ves votes.

Town Administrator’s Report

a) Quinn property on Mechanicsville Road — Staff will deliver a letter outlining the work done to
date to address the various concerns, as well as the next steps to address outstanding concerns
related to the driveway. Scheduling and overseeing the work on the driveway will be the
purview of the property owner; the Town will provide the funding.

b) FY16 Budget — Worksheets and materials are in the hands of the Department Heads, and due
back to the Administrator’s office by October 17th.

¢) Grand List average annual growth update — With the assistance of Marie Gardner, a better grand
list growth number has been obtained for projection and planning purposes. Between FY07 and
FY15, the grand list grew at an average annual rate of 1.08%. For budgeting purposes, a more
conservative figure (0.5% or 0.75%) may be prudent.

d) Jiffy Mart sidewalk and rain garden — The Planning and Zoning department has been working
with the owners of the Jiffy Mart regarding the construction of the sidewalk along Shelburne
Falls Road and repairs to the rain garden on the site. The work on both is scheduled to begin on
10/08, which is later than expected. A notice of violation had been issued in September. If both
pieces are taken care of, then no further action is required. If not, the matter may be before the
Board on 10/20.

e) Health Officer’s request for “ticket book” — The Health Officer has asked if he may have a “ticket
book,” which would enable him to issue civil violation tickets. Given that this is a departure
from current policy, the matter has been tentatively scheduled for the November 3rd meeting
for the Board to discuss and decide.

f) Oak Hill Road — The section of Oak Hill Road owned by St. George will be closed Saturday,
October 4th for culvert repairs. The closure is estimated to begin at 7 a.m. and end around 4
p.m.

g) CCTA General Manager search update — The search for a new general manager has entered a
public phase. The release from CCTA included in the packet provides more detail.
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Warrants

Tom_moved the Board vote to approve the warrants, including payroll, as submitted by the Town
Treasurer. Second by Phil and approved with 5 ves votes.

Minutes

Jon moved the Board vote to approve the minutes of 8/21 as presented, second by Phil and approved
with 4 ves votes and Mike B abstaining.

Mike B moved the Board vote to approve the minutes of 9/08 as amended, second by Andrea and
approved with 5 ves votes.

Mike B moved the Board vote to approve the minutes of 9/22 as amended, second by Tom and
approved with 5 ves votes.

Meeting adjourned at 10:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Valerie Spadaccini, secretary

Town of Hinesburg, Vermont | hinesburg.org
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NALYSIS

bers ofa state pohce tactlcal team arrlve Monday at an armed standoff WIth a res:dent m’f Morse Road in Duxbury R

11s Week'"s‘ standoff i in Duxbury 111ustra,tes debate on pohcmg};

By ERIC BLAISDEI.L
STAFF WRITER

1sh-protect”d \(ehlcle pulls
state police/put’on bullet-
f vests and break out their
ltrifles. = V%
e whooshrng of hehcopter
's.can be heeard overhead.
-0oad is crowded with state
> vehicles, 1nc1ud1ng alarge
that serves as a mobile com-
l statron Everyone stands

show o

poised for the event to unfold.
This was the scene Monday éve-

ning in Duxbur'y when Vermont

State Police were engaged in a

standoff with a man who police .
‘say had already fired shots at the
first trooper to arrive..

The scene was similar to an

-incident in Washington in 2012,

when the state police Tacti-
cal Support Unit and another

- armored vehicle- were summoned
to.a home to serve a search

warrant on a man who h 'ld
reportedly made threats to harm
himself and police. That standoff

“ended peacefully \\'1th Lhe man’s

surrender;

The percened mlhtarlzatlon
of police in this country has
come under increased scrutiny
lately after protesters and jour-
nalists in Ferguson Missouri,
have come face to face with ofh-
cers who look smkmgly similar
to soldiers. In fact, Jin anews

STEFAN HAHD / STAFF PHOTO

conference Monday, President” .
Barack Obama said it might be -
a good idea to look-into pohce .
departments’ budgets to see how_ B

‘they are spending federal grant

money

“There is a big drfference '
between our rmhtary and- our i

local law enforcement, and we

don’t want those lines blurre“d,”; ‘
Obama said. “That would be

See Force, Page A5 £
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‘ Continued from Page A1

contrary to our traditions:”

Later that day, state
police were called to a
home in Duxbury to check

" on the well-being of Paul .

Sweetser, 58, because
he had reportedly made
comments about killing
himself. When a trooper
.arrived, state police say,
Sweetser shot through
a door. He reportedly
fired more rounds a few
moments later.

This triggered the

response that brought
more than 30 law enforce-
ment vehlcles to the scene,
including the armored

vehlcle the state acqulred '

ebruary. Sweetser
dled laterthat night of

what police said was a self-

~ inflictéd gunshot. State °

police said they did not
fire anyshots themselves.
When-asked if the
response may have been
too.heavy, considering it -
was a lone man holed up
in his home, state pohce
‘Capt. Paul White said
Wednesday, “I think if you
were the one on the other
side of the door having
. rounds fired at you, you
wouldn’t be asking that
question.”
~ “When you have a per-

~son of unknown mental -

status, armed, and has
already demonstrated
that he’s willing to take
that type of an action,” he
said, “I guess I'm not sure
what type of response you
would recommend. Obvi-
ously, we are concerned
with the-safety of every-
body involved, to include

the responding officers,

neighbors, whoever else
might be within range of
t.he home.”

White said he would
have to review the presi-
dent’s comments about
police militarization
before he could com-
ment on them, but he
said he’d heard the argu-
ments before. White said
the Vermont State Police
is the only agency for law
enforcement in many

parts of the state. He said
it needs to be prepared
gfor anything. White said
there is no other agency to
turn to if state police need
equipment for a particular
kind of incident. _
“If you were talking
about Waterbury Police
Department having that
kind of equipment, where
they only cover one square
mile, that’s something
different,” he said. “But
when you're talking about
an agency that covers the

entire state, there is no

‘larger agency to turn to
for assistance.”

When asked why the

armored vehicle was

- needed in Duxbury, White-
-reiterated that police -

were dealing with some-
one who was armed, had
already fired a weapon
and had an unknown
-mental status.

“I can’t think of a’situ-
ation that-would be more
appropriate for that

armored vehicle,” he said.

Allen Gilbert, the execu-
-tive director of the.Ver-
mont branch of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union,
said what appeared to be a
mlhtary presence by pohce
in this case is worrisome
for multiple reasons.

“First of all, when you
start acquiring a lot of
military equipment, you
begin to act and be per-
"ceived as though you are
‘military rather-than a
community police force,”
he said. “That’s not good.”

" Gilbert wants the state

to compile information
about all the military sur-
Pplus equipment it receives
in one easily accessible
-location. He wants the
same done in regard
to how the department
spends grant money it
‘receives from the Depart-
ment of Homeland
Security.

“There’s no one place
that I'm aware of that
you can go and easily
find, for example, how
many armored person-
nel vehicles we have.in
the state now,” Gilbert
said. “I know of two, and
that’s only because. press
releases were issued when

the vehlcles came into the
state.”

He said when the state
receives a piece of equip-
ment like the mine-resis-

ceres
tant, ambush-protected
vehicle, or MRAP, it’s
touted as something Ver-
mont gets for free. He

said that’s not the case,
because taxpayers paid -

for the vehicle when the

military first purchased -

it. Often, Gilbert said, the

state then has to make

repairs and modifications

to the vehicle for it to be ..
used in the state. For the’
" MRAP, Gilbert said, the

state made around $50 000
in alterations.

“There’s $50,000 when,
at the same time, we're

being told state police

don’t have $10,000 to.ana-
lyze (traffic) stop data that
they’ve been collecting in
the last couple of years to
show whether there rmght
be racial profiling in the
state-or not,” he said..
Gilbert called that use
of resources unfortunate
and agreed with Obama

that a review of the surplus -

military goods program is

in order. _
The other major issue

with an incident like the

one in Duxbury and the.

police response, according

to Gilbert, is how it affects .

a person suffering from a
mental health crisis. -
“For somebody who's
mentally disturbed or just
having a mental health
problem, sometimes the
sight of police or police
dressed up as military with
military vehicles can really
set somebody off,” he said.

“It’s one of the things you .

hear about with incidents
involving people who are
disturbed. It’s often just
seeing a police officer in
a uniform that can set
somebody off and they can
do something that daesn’t

' seem rational.”

Mary Moulton, the exec-
utive director of Wash-
ington County Mental
Health Services, said she
doesn’t particularly agree
with Gilbert about police
exacerbating the situation.
She said in her 20 years
of dealing with situations

- mental health caregivel

- because he had report
~edly already fired a shot
- before the second trooper
-arrived. A menta! health

- has been one person try-

_she said. “Whether that
.be a mental health emer-

like the one in Duxbur
she has seen police an

work together.

“What happens in thes
situations is if there’
an immediate situatios
presented, the polic
go because they are abl
to get there quickly. I
sounds to me that’s wha
happened (in Duxbury.
and then the 51tuat101
unfolded.”

‘She said she would o
have sent a mental healtt
worker to Sweetser’s door

worker was on the scene
in Duxbury.

Moulton said it’s not
the police presence that’s
the most important factor,
because they are there to
protect the commumty,
it’s the one-on-one con-
versations the person is
having with the negotiator.

“The exchange with the
person, in my experience,

ing to reach out to talk to
the person that’s inside,”

gency worker or whether
that be a police negotia-
tor. There’s an attempt to
connect with the person..
That’s the most important
experience.”

-Moulton said she’s been
to scenes with a heavy
police presence — not on’
the scale of Duxbury —
and those incidents have
ended positively with the
person coming out of the -
house and surrendering.
Sometimes talkmg to the
person just isn’t enough,
she said. She noted police ;
did not fire back at Sweet-
ser after he had fired mul-|
‘tiple shots. . /

“That tells me that they
were trying to connect with
the person and, unfortu-|
nately, people do reach.
levels of despalr beyond‘
what one person’s connec:—1
tion can change. You try
very hard to make the con-|
nection, but it isn’t always
successful,” she said.

eric.blaisdell

@timesargus.com



