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Meeting Minutes
January 15, 2014

Present: Stewart Pierson, Jane Sheldon, Lenore Budd, Michelle Fischer, Ray Mainer, Sue Rusten, and
Jim Goldsmith

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.

1. The minutes from the December meeting had been approved via e-mail and have been posted
to the town’s website.

2. Lenore has met with Missy to confirm the amounts in each of the Trails Committee sub-
accounts. The VRTP | grant, obtained by Jason had $20.02 left at the end of 2013 so that
amount was forfeited. The VRTPII grant obtained by Lenore has not been touched so still has
$500 available and is good until December 31* 2014; SCHIP grant = $369.36; Frisbee grant =
$453.20 and the town’s allotment = $750. The total we have to work with currently is $2072.58.

3. Lenore reported that Missy requests we use the following steps when purchasing any supplies
that will be charged to any of the accounts. First check with Jim to get the account number to
be charged. Turn the receipt in to Missy with that account number and sign it so she knows
who made the purchase. This is especially important if using the charge account at Aubuchon as
she would have no way of knowing if the charge was for Trails or another committee.

4. The Conservation Commission has a separate budget for Geprags so if we do any more work in
that park we can charge it to the CC, but would need to get approval from them first and get
their account number from Missy.

5. Stewart met with the Town Forest committee to discuss our concerns with having too few trail
blazes in the Old Town Forest. A consensus was reached and we will be putting our HART blazes
on trails that may not be obvious and signs at critical intersections. Michelle had made a note of
which intersections needed the signs and will provide a map to Stewart with the details. We will
try to make the trail signs ourselves or with volunteer workers but If we need to pay someone
to make the signs in order to get them installed before the summer we will do so. A deadline of
May 1° was set to determine if we will be able to make them ourselves.

6. The map for the Old Town Forest trailhead kiosks need to be updated. The Fellowship of the
Wheel has closed some trails and would like to share information regarding difficulty and
direction (e.g. one way). They are willing to share the cost of revising and reprinting the maps.
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7. The snowshoe/hiking boot community hike on the LaPlatte system, tentatively set for February
2" was discussed. Lenore will contact the Hinesburg Land Trust to see if someone from that
group can help lead the hike to explain some of the projects they have been involved with
there. It was decided to see if Saturday the 1%, with the 2" as a weather back-up date, would
work for the HLT. Jane will post the info on Front Porch Forum and send an email to our contact
list once the details are finalized. Lenore offered to be the contact person for RSVPs.

8. Stewart was able to reach Brooke Scatchard and Brooke is still interested in the Russell Trail
erosion abatement project he discussed with Trails in the fall. He will provide a bid by the end
of January.

9. Re trail maintenance: Stewart said there were quite a few trees down on the old entrance to
the LaPlatte system off Gilman Road. Right now that is only being used to get in mowing
equipment. Jim will check with Matt Sayer to see if we can use the new entrance to provide
access for the mowing equipment. Cathy Ryan had sent us a report on trees down on the
Russell Trail. Lenore and Stewart will take care of this as soon as weather and their schedules
permit. Stewart will call Jim Donegan to alert him. No other areas had been checked recently
due to the ice build-up on paths and fields.

10. Jane will be writing the article for the February issue of the Record and Susan will write one for
the March issue.

11. Lenore reported on a meeting with Alex and Peter Erb re: the Haystack Crossing project. The
maps show an extensive building effort on 84 acres. There are many walking paths and
sidewalks, but some rerouting of the roads may be needed so nothing is settled. All the
materials relating to the project can be found on the Town website. The DRB will hold its first
Sketch Plan review hearing on the project on February 18. Comments can be made then or at
subsequent hearings, or by submitting them in writing to the Zoning Administrator.

12. Lenore reported that the Hinesburg Land Trust has hired a local contractor to plow the Lewis
Creek trailhead parking area when needed.

13. Lenore and Andrea Morgante are pursuing the possibility of a feasibility study of
bike/pedestrian improvements for the Charlotte-Hinesburg Rod through the Chittenden County
Regional Planning Commission.

14. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 19"

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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