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Meeting Minutes
March 19, 2014

Present: Jane Sheldon, Michelle Fischer, Sue Rusten, George Dameron, Jim Goldsmith, Peter VanVranken,
Ray Mainer, Lenore Budd

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

1. The minutes from the February meeting had been approved via e-mail and have been sent in to be
posted to the town’s website. Jane will follow up with Aaron to find out why they are not yet on the
site.

2. Financials — Jim did not think there was any change from February. (The VRTPII grant obtained by
Lenore has $500 available and is good until December 31* 2014; SCHIP grant = $369.36; Frisbee
grant = $453.20 and the town’s allotment = $750, totaling $2072.58.) Ray had put in a few receipts
for reimbursement so Jim will check with Missy and confirm the new total at the April meeting.

3. Lenore proposed that the Trails Committee (TC) apply for a grant from the Chittenden County
Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) to help fund a study of what improvements could be made
to the Hinesburg-Charlotte and Richmond Roads to aid in bike/pedestrian usage. We would need to
get Select Board approval since the town would be responsible for 20% of the cost. The grant would
cover a “scoping study” for planning purposes, but would not include any construction costs. Lenore
made a motion that we ask the Select Board to allow the application and it was unanimously
approved. Lenore will approach the Charlotte Trails Committee to see if they are interested in
putting in a joint application to the CCRPC, and she and Andrea Morgante will complete the grant
application.

4. The bid by Brooke Scatchard to build a bridge over the eroded section of the Russell Trail was
reviewed. Lenore reported that Jim Donegan has recently alerted us to the fact that he needs to
move cattle across the trail where the steps would be so we need to get a revised design and cost
estimate for a bridge without steps. Also discussed was the benefit of getting written permission
from the landowners who have agreed to allow the trail to be rerouted around the eroded part.
Stewart had agreed to follow up with the Whitneys for that purpose.
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5. Stewart had reported to Lenore that the Town Forest Committee (TFC) and Fellowship of the Wheel
(FOW) are preparing a memorandum of understanding. The purpose is to confirm responsibilities in
the Old Town Forest (OTF) among the TFC, the Trails Committee (TC) and the FOW

6. Kiosk progress — The kiosk at the LaPlatte Headwater Town Forest (LHTF) has been filled with maps
and other materials. Jim has attached the trail map holder so maps need to be printed and the
holder filled. Jim will also install map holders at Geprags and at the OTF kiosks. Lenore will ask Alex
to print out the maps for the holders at those locations and charge the TC budget.

7. Kiosk signage — Michelle circulated a draft of the layout of the signage that will be put into the OTF
kiosks. The print size was small so she will email the document to us so we can proof it and make
suggestions, if needed.

8. National Trails Day — Peter says he will be able to recruit enough of his neighbors to take care of the
work in the LHTF that day (Saturday, June 7th). He will contact Keith Thompson, County Forester, to
confirm that it’s all right to clear the blow-down on the original entrance in order to open it up
again. Other projects scheduled are clearing the paths in Geprags and on the Russell trail. The signs
being constructed to mark intersections in the OTF will be put up as soon as they are finished,
rather than use it for a project this day.

9. Lenore will attend the VT Walk/Bike Summit held on March 29" in Burlington and encouraged other
TC members to do so as well.

10. Stewart will be writing the article for the April issue of The Record and Lenore has volunteered to do
so for the May issue.

11. Jim mentioned that the HCS is planning a fundraiser on June 1*' on the Russell Trails, and asked if
the TC members would be willing to help with ideas or supervision. Several creative ideas were put

forth and will be discussed again at the April meeting.

12. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 16th.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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