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Meeting Minutes
June 18, 2014

Present: Jane Sheldon, George Dameron, Ray Mainer, Lenore Budd, Sue Rusten, Michelle Fischer, Jim
Goldsmith

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m.

1. The minutes from the May meeting had been approved via e-mail and have been posted to the
town’s website.

2. Financials —Since the last meeting $550 has been allocated to the bridge on the Russell Trail to
alleviate the erosion problem. The VRTPII grant obtained by Lenore was reduced by $100 and now
has $400 available. These funds are good until December 31°. The town allotment was reduced by
$450 and now totals $81.50, which expires at the end of this month. The SCHIP grant = $369.36;
Frisbee grant = $453.20. The total funds are currently $1304.06

3. National Trails Day’s (June 7th) work party was a success. Three teams cleared brush and
overhanging branches from Geprag’s Park, the Russell Trails and LaPlatte Headwaters. In addition
rerouting of a trail section on the Russell trails and clearing the entry point at LaPlatte was also
completed. Several new volunteers joined TC members as well.

4. More clearing work needs to be done on the Russell Trails although Jim reported that the area
where the scavenger hunt that he organized for P.1.E. (the Overlook and sugar house areas) did not
need any work at this time. He offered to walk the loop and cut back any encroaching vegetation.
Sue offered to do the same at the LaPlatte Headwaters, as only the Hidden Meadow area was
cleared on June 7.

5. Russell Trail Bridge Grant — Lenore has submitted a grant proposal for $2000 to SCHIP to cover part
of the cost for the rebuilding of the bridge over the erosion area and will report on whether we are
awarded this amount at the next meeting.

6. Unleashed dogs — George noted that some residents were not using the HART trails due to fear of,
or bad experiences with, dogs not controlled properly by their owners. He had inquired as to
whether dogs were required to be leashed on town trails. Jane investigated the ordinance and
found that the only reference to owner’s controlling dogs was that dogs are not allowed “to run at
large.” There is no specific mention of keeping dogs leashed. The TC did not feel it has the authority
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to ask for tighter restrictions. George will address this issue in the article he is writing for the August
issue of The Record.

7. Blazing in the Old Town Forest — Lenore had started to put HART blazes at appropriate intervals on
the International trail, when she ran into some Fellowship of the Wheel volunteers who were
maintaining that trail. Since they have already been posting FOTW blazes at trail intersections, it
was agreed that it would be less confusing to trail users to use the FOTW blazes, rather than the
HART blazes, throughout the mountain bike trail network. Micky Stone of FOTW later concurred
with this and will supply Lenore with FOTW blazes when they receive their next shipment.

8. Hinesburg Record — Jim is writing the article for the August issue (deadline of 8/9) and Jane will
write the one for the September issue (9/6).

9. July 4™ parade — There are enough TC members interested in marching in the parade this year so
Jane will send out an email re logistics — where and when to meet etc.

10. Haystack Crossing — Lenore went to two DRB meetings. The process is still in the sketch plan review
phase. She had submitted the proposal for a trail easement but this request won’t be dealt with
until the project passes this first phase.

11. Green Street sidewalk — George reported that the Green Street development may be held up due to
an issue with the required sidewalk possibly coming too close to a neighbor’s house. James and
George will follow up and report at the next meeting.

12. Jim reported that the P.I.E. scavenger hunt on June 1°' was a big success. Using the Russell Trails he
marked out the route with flour and used maple sap buckets to hide the stamps and pads that the
children used to prove they found that bucket. About 40 — 50 people attended with about half being
children of 4% grade or younger.

13. Storybook Walks — Another effort to interest children in exploring the trails was organized by Amy
Sayre in the LaPlatte Headwater system. Sue reported seeing the stories laid out while working

there June 7.

14. La Platte Headwater usage — How to mark the fact that no riding bikes or horses in this area was
tabled to the next meeting.

15. Michelle reported that she will be resigning sometime in the near future, due to several other
commitments she has. She will contact Stewart to discuss the timing. The TC thanks Michelle for all
her years of service and the huge contribution she has made.

16. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 16"

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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