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Meeting Minutes - August 20, 2014
- Approved 9/17/14 -

Present: Jane Sheldon, George Dameron, Ray Mainer, Lenore Budd, Sue Rusten,

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Additions To Agenda — George asked to add Russell Trail maintenance

Minutes - The minutes of the June 18" meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report — Lenore reported that on behalf of the Trails Committee (TC) the town
received $1000 from SCHIP and $1300 from the Hinesburg Land Trust (HLT) for the Russell Trails
bridge construction. In Jim’s absence there were no other details available but will be provided
at the September meeting.

Open Meeting Laws — Jane outlined the requirements for warning future meetings, posting
those warnings and posting minutes of those meetings. Specifically, we need to post the
agenda for meetings at least 2 days before a regularly scheduled meeting and 1 day before a
specially called meeting. Draft minutes must be posted within 5 days after meetings and
approved only at the next month’s meeting. No substantive discussions and decisions, or voting
can be made via e-mail. E-mail can only be used for administrative details such as scheduling
meetings or reviewing draft minutes of meetings. Lenore requested that the agenda be
circulated for revisions at least by the Thursday before the Wednesday meeting to give TC
members time to add topics and for Stewart to get the agenda to Renae for posting by the
Monday before the meeting. Jane asked that everyone review the document posted on the
town web site for the full list of rules and/or attend the training seminar scheduled at the Town
Hall on September 22"

Carse Easement — Lenore showed us a map of where the proposed mile-long easement is
located. It will provide 20 feet along Charlotte and Baldwin Rds for potential sidewalks or
walking paths. A motion was made by Lenore that we recommend that the select board accept
the easement if and when it is officially offered to the town. Jane seconded the motion and it
was approved unanimously.
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6) Russell Erosion Abatement — With the funding secured, Lenore alerted James Donegan and
Brooke Scatchard that the project to build the bridge over the eroded section of the Russell
Trail could proceed. Brooke suggested that the weekend of October 4™ and 5" be used to
construct the bridge with the help of TC members.

7) LaPlatte Headwaters Town Forest — A neighbor to the LHTF trails raised a question as to when
and how the mowing was being done. The TC will keep an eye on the work and continue to do
our best to keep the trails open and safe within the constraints of our volunteers’ time
availability. Sue mentioned that there were some wet areas on the trails and suggested ditching
or water bars to alleviate pooling, or by laying down logs or stones where necessary. The worst
part is on state land so we cannot make improvements without their consent. It was decided to
organize a scoping walk along the routes to prioritize the different areas and to see if we could
get someone from the state to join us to speed the permission process. Lenore suggested we
also get state permission to reroute the trail away from Hemingway property. Sue offered to
liaise with Peter to set up date and see who can join the walk. Sue also mentioned that the
parking area on Lewis Creek is being eroded by water running from trail, but it would be
something that TC could take care of.

8) Geprags — Mowing the spur trail is needed. Lenore had been in touch with Conservation
Commission which had been mowing. We need to determine who is responsible for mowing -
TC or CC. If TCis to take over this responsibility we need to get an increase in our budget from
the Town as we would need to pay someone to do it. Lenore suggested that, depending upon
the cost of mowing, it may be prudent to at least temporarily abandon the spur trail since it is
little-used and labor intensive to maintain.

9) Green Street Sidewalk - George and Jim have attended meetings and entered comments to the
DRB opposing the steps on path, which will be unusable to some people. Discussion is now
closed by DRB and deliberations started. Lenore pointed out that a pedestrian easement along
the south boundary of the property is shown on the 8/8/14 site plan as being infringed upon by
a proposed building. The Trails Committee will have a chance to address this with the Select
Board because it has jurisdiction over Town easements. George offered to be the liaison
between planning/zoning staff and TC for future development projects.

10) Village Sidewalk Scoping Study — A contractor has been hired to scope out sidewalks needed in
town. Public meetings had been held to discuss initial findings and the contractor will come
back with a final report. The Trails Committee will have an opportunity to weigh in on sidewalk
priorities this fall when the report is presented to the Select Board.

Approved Meeting Minutes | Trails Committee — August 20, 2014 Page 2



11) Marking OTF Trails — Lenore received blazes from FOTW and blazed Maiden and International.
It will be very helpful in fall and winter when leaves and snow cover the outline of trails, making
it difficult to follow. She will be blazing additional trails in the future. We need to reblaze the
start of Eagle trail with the red blaze to identify the start of that trail. Stewart may have extra
blazes from the original efforts.

12) Economou Road - The extension from the cul-de-sac to the kiosk is nearly unpassable to some
cars. Ray had asked Mike Potkin to smooth out the gullies on it and in the parking area, which
may be keeping people from using that entrance, when the repair work on the Eagle Trail was
conducted. He wasn’t sure his request was made before they finished, but will liaise with the
town forest committee to see if the spur can be maintained.

13) Hayden Hill West — Lenore pointed out that there are two kiosks at this entrance. The older
one needs to be removed, since it has outdated or duplicate information on it. Ray will ask
Town Forest committee to see if we can remove it and use it at another trailhead.

14) Record Articles — Jane wrote the article for the August issue and George will be writing the one
for the September 25" issue, the deadline for which is September 6. We need a volunteer for
the October issue.

15) Other Business — Lenore showed decal signage to put on the kiosks at the LHTF alerting users to
the prohibition of bicycle or horseback riding on the trails. She will also look for one alerting to
the prohibition of motorized vehicles. George’s neighbor had mentioned that the Russell Trails
were starting to be overgrown again. George will ask the neighbor to identify which area and
to perhaps help in lopping off the overgrowth. Both Lenore and Jim have done some clipping
on the Russell Trails this summer but the sunniest areas are apt to grow faster.

Next meeting is scheduled for September 17,
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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