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Meeting Minutes - October 15, 2014
- Approved 11/19/14 -

Present: Sue Rusten, Stewart Pierson, Jane Sheldon, Ray Mainer, Lenore Budd, Jim Goldsmith, George
Dameron
Guests: James McAllister, Boy Scout, Troop 690 and Peter Modley

1. James McAllister attended to report that he had decided that his Eagle Scout project would be to
set up Quests in the Old Town Forest (OTF) and Russell Trails, based on our suggestion. He
needs to get it approved by his troop leader and we offered to give him any advice and
assistance needed, with Sue as his main contact. Lenore will contact James Donegan to
introduce James McAllister so permission can be worked out to use the Russell Trails.

2. Committee Vacancy — Peter Modley will meet with the Select Board next Monday to get officially
approved to join the Trails Committee. Welcome, Peter!

3. Minutes — Ray made a motion to approve the minutes as posted on the web site and Stewart
seconded. The vote to approve was unanimous.

4. Treasurer’s Report — Jim reported that the only change from last month was $110.80 spent on
“prohibitive” signs, e.g. no ATV’s etc. That leaves a total of $4116.67 for our use with $2300
earmarked for payment to Brooke Scatchard for the Russell Trail bridge. Brooke will bill us at
the completion of the project.

5. The Russell Trail bridge is nearing completion. Brooke built the second section this past week
and the only thing left is to install the railing on the longer portion of the bridge.

6. Foliage Walk — The walk in the OTF which Lenore led last Saturday had three non-Trail
Committee members attend. The numbers were lower than last year but may have been
affected by the chilly and cloudy weather that day. We will continue to consider offering this
guided walk next year.

7. Kiosks — The kiosk at Hayden Hill East was removed by the Fellowship of the Wheel, which owns
it. The signs asking people to stay off a section of the Eagle Trail in the OTF are still up on all
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three entrance kiosks, but Ray reported that the repairs have been completed. Stew will talk to
the Town Forest Committee (TFC) about removing the signs and Ray will mention it to his wife
Pat who is also on the TFC.

8. Economou Road Entrance to OTF — Stew did not have a chance to talk to Trevor at any length at
the welcoming reception so will make an appointment to meet and discuss the repairs needed
to the spur road which leads from the end of Economou Road to the parking area. This section
is on Hinesburg land, but repair vehicles would need to go on Huntington roads so permission
would need to be given by Huntington officials. Stew will also follow up with Rocky Martin to
see if the parking area at the end of the spur can also be repaired, or at least leveled.

9. Stewart reported that he has arranged for the four large maps stored off the conference room to
be updated and reprinted, the cost of which will come out of the Planning Commission’s
budget. The updated maps will be available for use by the Trails Committee for our meetings
and for public displays, and for other Town commissions, committees, and staff.

10. Richmond Road Fog Lines — Stewart was also not able to talk in depth with Trevor at the
reception about the commitment to paint the fog lines at least 3 feet in from the edge of the
pavement on Richmond Rd, as per Complete Street legislation’s mission. He will bring the topic
up again when he meets with Trevor.

11. Suggestions of Improvements in LaPlatte Headwaters Town Forest (LHTF) - Sue, Lenore and
Peter scouted the trails in the LHTF to prioritize areas needing repair work next year. Four
projects were identified on VT Fish & Wildlife property: a slight relocation around a wet area
leading from the southeast corner of the Hidden Meadow, replacement of a bridge leading to
the Hemingway property, construction of a bridge on the main trail, and the creation of a new
trail to bypass a very steep and eroded portion of the main trail. This last project will also
involve approval from the Hinesburg Land Trust. Lenore will seek approval for these projects
from VT F&W and HLT. Also discussed was installing stairs in the steep section so it still could be
used when there is no snow or ice.

12. Thistle Hill and Sullivan Hill trails- Stewart has checked them and they are clear. The High Rock
trail is also clear with only some minor clipping needed, which he will take care of. It was
decided that we should put the High Rock Trail on a separate map rather than try to squeeze it
into the Russell Trail map. Lenore will use her GPS device to accurately plot the trail. Stewart
requested that the trail from Lavigne Hill Road to Buck Hill Road not be called the High Rock
Trail, but rather the Lavigne Hill Rd/Buck Hill Road Trail, since we cannot legally get to the
actual High Rock.
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13. VT Trails and Greenways Council — Lenore suggested that we renew our membership in this
organization for $35. Lenore made a motion and Jane seconded. It was approved unanimously.

14. Priorities for 2015 — Replacing the bridge behind the backboard at the entrance to Russell Trails
should be a priority next year. The cost estimate given to us a few years ago was $2500, though
it may be more now. Lenore offered to write a VRPT grant proposal for $1000 and suggested
that we ask the town to include $1500 in the budget for it as well, in addition to our operating
budget of $750/year.

15. Trail Maintenance — There are several trees down on the Russell Trails. Ray and Jim will remove
them with their chain saws. George offered to be steward on Russell Trails with neighbor. We
discussed the need to recruit non-TC members to volunteer to report on maintenance needs as
well. Peter suggested that we cut back vegetation which is blocking the view from the Overlook
spur. Stewart will check with James Donegan to get permission.

16. At Lenore’s request, Alex Weinhagen has agreed to calculate the number of miles of trail the
Committee maintains.

17. Fundraising Event at the Hinesburgh Public House — The first Tuesday of every month is set
aside for fundraising for town non-profit groups. With several bridge projects to fund we
discussed seeing if the TC could be the recipient for a spring month. Jane will contact Will
Patten to see how much lead time is needed.

18. Record Articles — Sue volunteered to write the January issue’s article, the deadline for which is
January 3rd.

19. Other Business — The Town Plan is in the process of being rewritten. Each of us will check the
plan on the town web site to read the Trails section (Page 54 and 55, Map 13). We need to
review and critigue what we have currently in the plan and be ready to make suggested
changes at the November meeting. The deadline for an updated draft is this coming January
15th. The November meeting will allot an hour for discussing our idea.

20. The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
November 19th.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Treasurer
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