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Meeting Minutes - November 19, 2014
- Approved 1/21/15 -

Present: Lenore Budd, Jane Sheldon, Peter Modley, Sue Rusten, Stewart Pierson, Jim Goldsmith, Ray
Mainer, George Dameron
Guest: Laura Carlsmith

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

1. Minutes — Ray made the motion to approve the minutes from the October meeting. Sue
seconded and they were approved by unanimous vote.

2. Treasurers Report — Jim reported that Brooke Scatchard had been paid the $2425 after the
completion of the Russell Trail bridge, reducing our total funds to $1691.67, made up by
$704.91 from the town budget, $453.20 from donations, $133.56 from the SCHIP grant and
$400 from the VTRP grant. Stewart made a motion to approve, Ray second and the report was
approved by unanimous vote.

3. New Member — Lenore reported that Peter Modley was approved by Select Board and officially
welcomed him to the committee.

4. Select Board Meeting - Lenore and Stewart attended the Select Board meeting on the 17" to
review the Trail Committee’s (TC) accomplishments over 2015 and outline its priorities for
2015. Lenore requested that next year’s budget continue to fund the TC with $750, plus
requested an additional $1500 to help fund the bridge which needs to be constructed at the
start of the Russell Trail behind the kiosk. She also asked that the board consider including
$12,000 to cover Hinesburg’s 20% share of the scoping study to be contracted through the
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission that the state would conduct on how to
improve walking and biking on the Charlotte Rd and Richmond Rd. Decisions on these requests
will be made after the board has had time to discuss them.

5. Proposed New Russell Trail Bridge — Lenore confirmed that the VRTP mini grants’ maximums
are $1000 and she will write a proposal to help fund this bridge behind the kiosk. She will check
with Rocky Martin to see what the protocol is for getting bids for its construction. Three
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contractors were suggested, Black Crow Construction, Sinuosity, LLC (Brooke Scatchard), and
Timber & Stone, LLC (Josh Ryan).

6. Fog Lines — Despite our attempts to insure that the fog lines on Richmond Rd and Charlotte Rd
were painted 3’ from the edge of the pavement, the contractor placed them only inches in,
leaving no room for pedestrian/bike traffic. When Lenore questioned Trevor Lashua why, since
we had been told the lines would be the 3’ width, she was told that the contractor had not
followed the instructions given. She suggested to Trevor and the Select Board that the
contractor not be paid.

7. Town Plan Updates (Revision of Trails Section of Town Plan) — Laura pointed out that during
the winter, parking is banned on all public roads to facilitate plowing, except where designated
in the village. She suggested that the TC work with the Highway Department to designate a few
key areas to be plowed out for legal on-road parking so that folks can continue to enjoy running
and walking on the dirt roads. She will send Lenore a map to show where she thinks there
should be some winter parking options. She also reported that the Lewis Creek parking area
was not plowed at the times she tried to walk in the LaPlatte Headwaters area last winter. Sue
pointed out that the survey that Alex Weinhagen put on-line for resident’s input showed that
safety for walkers and hikers was a big priority, so that would help our case for winter parking
areas. Laura mentioned that skiers and snowshoes are welcome on VAST trails, however there
is also a need for parking at those areas as well.

8. Town Plan Update (Connectivity to Other Towns) - The concept of connecting Hinesburg's
trails to trails in adjacent towns was brought up. Lenore reminded the Committee that years
ago members were assigned to liaise with adjacent towns and she periodically meets with the
Charlotte Trails Committee about connectivity. The Committee's sentiment was that it
shouldn't take on too much; that there are limits to how many miles of trail it can maintain.
Lenore reported that Alex has calculated the length of our existing trails as 28 miles.

9. Town Plan Updates (Connectivity among Current Town Trails/Sidewalks) — Laura suggested
that the TC should emphasize the need to expand the sidewalk system outside the village
center, to connect with dirt roads and trails. Lenore presented a list of proposed updates to
Town Plan Map #13, Trail Network Vision: Existing Routes and Gaps in the Town of Hinesburg.
Discussion of these and additional changes, as well as the accompanying text in the Plan, will
continue at the December meeting.

10. Haystack — After reviewing the revised proposal which addressed the initial problems outlined
by the DRB, the TC agreed that the issue of walkability had been addressed. We will once again
ask for a trail easement extending to the northwest corner of the property to allow for a
possible future connection to Geprags Park.
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11. Hinesburg Center Phase 2 — This development behind Kinney Drugs has now been proposed.
That plan also has sufficient sidewalks and walkways.

12. Russell Trail Improvements — The new bridge has been completed and the trees cut back from
the Overlook trail to provide western views. Thank you, Peter M. for spearheading the effort on
the latter project.

13. Record Articles — Sue is writing the article for the January issue, deadline = January 3" The
February article author will be decided at the December meeting.

14. Other Business — Stewart pointed out that other towns contribute funds to the Fellowship of
the Wheel (FOTW) for upkeep of bike trails. Since those in our Old Town Forest (OTF) are also
used by hikers, Stewart will investigate if we can get Hinesburg to help fund maintaining the
FOTW trails there.

15. View in the OTF — Peter showed a topo map of the OTF where he thinks it may provide a great
view of the Adirondacks. He will investigate whether there are any trails near a steep drop in
elevation that might provide such a view with some trees cut back. If one is identified the Town
Forest committee will be approached for permission.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05. The next meeting is scheduled for December 17,

Respectfully Submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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