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Meeting Minutes
January 8, 2014

Present: Chris Haviland, Pat Mainer, Stewart Pierson, Steve Russell, Paul Wieczoreck, Mike Potvin
Absent: Brent Francis

Call to Order
Steve Russell called the meeting of the Town Forest Committee to order at 6:33 p.m. on January 8,
2014 in the Town Hall.

Approval Of The November Minutes
Stuart moved to approve the minutes of November 6. Mike seconded. The minutes were approved as
corrected.

Treasurer's Report
Stuart reported reserves $2523.59 in the reserve account. We have $5000 from budget and haven't
spent any of that money. We have spent $2244 so far of the $4200 in the capital fund.

Marking the Trails in the HTF by the Trails Committee

Stuart reported that at the last Trails committee meeting the Trails committee agreed to put signs at all
intersections. The signs will have names and arrows. Those present wondered if we are going to
change any trail names. The Trails committee feels strongly that we should do some blazing. Leaf
blowing was discussed as a way of keeping people on the trails. Pat expressed concern that, if the trails
are blazed, we make it clear that people not use the trails during the wet seasons. Chris noted that
anything that is not green blue or red would not interfere with the FOTW system and that Michelle has
relabeled many of FOTW signs. Stuart said the Trails Committee plans to use white paint, but some
members noted that white is hard to see in the winter. Stuart said the Trails committee will take that
under advisement.

Updates
* Kiosks - Pat reported that the kiosks are almost done.
* Boundaries - Steve reported that he hasn't done any more on the north and east boundaries.
Brent reported via email that he hasn't done more either and won't until warmer weather.
* Shooting Ordinance - Mike updated us on the Shooting ordinance. It is tabled. Future
consideration is possible.



¢ Appointment Of A Subcommittee On Trail Conditions - We reviewed the November decision for
a subcommittee to look at the trails at least twice a year. Chris, Stewart, Mike, Paul, and Pat will
be a sub-committee to look at the trails on a regular basis.

Discussion On Perceived Lack Of Deer In HTF

Mike mentioned that there are fewer deer in the HTF. More mature forests are not good habitat for
deer. Mike isn't saying we should manage just for deer. Brent offered via email to get Dave Adams
and/or Keith Thompson to analyze the HTF in terms of wildlife habitat. Paul noted that early succession
forests are probably the best habitat for deer. Mike will talk with Keith to follow up on that issue.

Other Business

Mike asked who runs the new parcels the new parcel off Baldwin Road. Paul reported that the Carse
family approached the Hinesburg Land Trust and UVM to gift 240 acres. The best recipient seemed to
be UVM because the policy of the Land Trust is to not own land, but find an appropriate owner.
Hinesburg did not acquire any land.

Pat will check with Andy Weis or Mickey Stone to see if he'll come to our next meeting with a report.
Stewart reported that he, Mickey Stone, and Michelle and Steve Fischer went over the draft of a MOU
between FOTW and the Town Forest Committee. They agreed that the content was fine, but perhaps
the tone could be improved. Stewart will send it along to us for our review.

Next Meeting — Wednesday, February 5, 6:30 p.m.

Adjournment - Mike moved to adjourn the meeting. Pat seconded. Steve adjourned the meeting at
7:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Pat Mainer
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