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Meeting Minutes
May 12, 2014

Members Present: Jeff French, Catherine Goldsmith, Mary Hurlie, Rolf Kielman, Jane Starkweather

1. Approve minutes from April 14, 2014 meeting — APPROVED

2. Route 116 Committee Draft Recommendations:

a.

Concept of the Town taking over the maintenance of Route 116 from around CVU Road
to Buck Hill Road. Cost of maintaining Route 116 would not cost town more money as it
is funding through Federal Grants. Whether those grants go to State (VTrans) or Town
doesn’t matter. Works out to a break even scenario from what the town pays today as
VTrans would continue to plow roads. Report discussed round-about to slow traffic and
allow greater pedestrian flow. VSC members should read the report so VSC can
comment.

Benefits are decisions on on-street parking, right of ways, landscaping, sidewalks, etc.
could go through town approval rather than State.

3. Memorial Park Trees and Plan:

a.

Mike reached out to VTrans and is getting positive feedback on our tree planting plan.
Suggestion is to hold out and keep pushing for planting as State is reviewing policies
from Town pushbacks. Spring planting has passed, so next window would be fall
planting with approval. VSC would propose to wait to gain approval where we want the
trees, rather than plant them in a non-optimal space now.

4. Bench Placement:

a.

Town has donations in account. We have receipts to show donations. Benches have
been ordered. Also have a verbal for three more donated benches. Next meeting will be
our town walk around to finalize locations.

The current two benches we have, we would like to set in place in the location in front
of Lantman's Market. Would like the Village Steering Committee to get together to set
those benches on Saturday, May 31 at 9 a.m.
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5. Historic Structures/Old Police Station Status:

a.

Informal group discussing the future of the old Police station. Proposal is in the works to
be proposed to Select Board to show ideas on what could be done. Various proposals
based on whether Hinesburg takes over Route 116 or not. Building denoted the original
entrance to the town and has historical significance. Many residents on Front Porch
Forum have voiced concern of taxes being increased or funds diverted to rehab building.
If town could sell the property with condition of rehabilitation, would actually increase
the tax base to the town not increase taxes. If it does stay, and the current field were to
remain open green space or town green, the backside would need to rehab to ensure a
clean front to the park.

Discussed possible other town groups and possible fundraising efforts to save building
and turn into public facility for town green. (Public restrooms, music area, or community
space)

6. Current Sidewalk Plans:

a.

Last meeting Mike took a look at details of town funding for various sidewalk plans. The
sidewalk on South East end of village is approved and appears some initial planning for
construction is occurring. (Need to verify). Sidewalk on North side of town from Riggs
Road (NRG) to Mobil gas station; plan was approved but unsure of progress.
Mike/Catherine to check on that status. Will review sidewalk priority next meeting.

7. Blackrock Proposal and Sub-Committee Meeting Today at 5 p.m.

a.

Reviewed revised plans with All Committee meeting and shared findings. VSC to
determine how to respond with formal statement of VSC findings on new revised plan.

Next formal meeting is Monday, June 9, 2014 at 7 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jeff French

Recording Secretary
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