chartered

i BOARD OF ABATEMENT AND BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY
\]M 2‘ Town of Hinesburg
10632 Route 116 Hinesburg VT 05461
HineSburg 802.482.2281 | hinesburg.org

VERMONT

Meeting Minutes - August 11, 2015
- Draft -

Attending The Meeting: BCA members included Gill Coates, Chair; Lynn and Marie Gardner, Missy
Ross, Sheila Dodd, Ken Brown, Jon Trefry, Andrea Morgante, Tom Giroux, Lanny Dennison, Mary Hurlie,
and Maureen Barnard. Also attending were Lee and Michael Grillo.

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.

The first order of business was to hold an organizational meeting since this was the first meeting since
the beginning of the new term for the Justices of the Peace. There was a motion to nominate Gill
Coates as Chair of the Board of Civil Authority; seconded. There was then a motion to close the
nominations which was seconded and approved unanimously. We then voted on the original motion to
elect Gill Coates as chair, and that motion was passed unanimously. There was then a motion to
nominate Lynn Gardner as vice chair. The same procedures were followed and he was elected to the
position.

Gill Coates, Chair, then read from the Board of Abatement handbook the possible reasons to abate
taxes since we were reviewing 3 requests for abatement. The Board was then ready to discuss the 3
requests. The first request for abatement was from Colleen and Wendy Truax who own the property
under the Sunset Lane right of way. The residents of the road have a right of way over the road. The
parcel currently has 5 years of delinquent taxes for a total amount due of $682.72. The owners
contend that the parcel has no value and that they have tried to give it to the Sunset Lane Road
Association to no avail. There was then some discussion about whether the parcel did have a value,
and whether or not the road association or the Town might be interested in taking ownership of the
parcel. Town Administrator Trevor Lashua had done some research into the Town’s possible future
ownership of the road and suggested that as long as the town keeps it as a Class 4 road that the Town
wouldn’t have to take over any maintenance of the road. Jon suggested that the Town do some more
research into the implications of buying the road at tax sale. Jon then made a motion to deny the
request for abatement, seconded by Lynn and the request for abatement was denied.

The second request for abatement on the agenda was for Lee and Michael Grillo for their property
located at 10694 Route 116 due to a fire on February 2, 2015 which functionally destroyed their use of

Draft Meeting Minutes | Board of Abatement and Board of Civil Authority — August 11, 2015 Page 1



the building for the remainder of the tax year. Marie Gardner, assessor’s assistant, said that they lost
the use of the building for 5 months of the tax year, and she calculated the share of the taxes paid in
November 2014 that should be abated at $1906.26. Jon Trefry made a motion to abate that amount
for the tax year ending June 30, 2015, seconded by Tom Giroux and unanimously approved. The town
clerk’s office will send the property owners a check for that amount.

The third request for abatement was from Kevin Martin for his property located at 17 Palmer Road. His
request was under the provision in the law that allows someone to ask for abatement based on their
inability to pay the taxes due. There are currently 3 years of delinquent taxes and interest on the
property totaling $6956.58. There was discussion about whether or not the Board of Abatement had
ever granted a request based on inability to pay and there was no memory of that having happened in
the past. Town Clerk Missy Ross said that she had advised Mr. Martin to bring financial records and
documentation to make his case before the Board. However, Mr. Martin failed to appear at the
meeting. A motion was made to deny the request, seconded and unanimously approved. Chairman
Coates then made a motion to adjourn the Board of Abatement meeting at 7:50 p.m.

A meeting of the Board of Civil Authority was then called to order. The purpose of this portion of the
meeting was to review the voter checklist for voters whom the BCA believes no longer reside in
Hinesburg. The checklist had been e-mailed out to the BCA members prior to the meeting, so various
members passed along their lists of people to be challenged and then removed after 2 general
elections if they haven’t voted or proved their residency.

There was a motion to adjourn the meeting of the BCA, seconded and approved and the meeting was
adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Submitted by Missy Ross
BCA Clerk
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