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Meeting Minutes - December 8, 2015
- Approved 1/12/16 -

Members Present: Alison Lesure, Meg Handler, Merrily Lovell, Bill Marks
Members Absent: None
Guests: Pat Suozzi and Jamie Carroll present, representing the Lake Iroquois Association

1. Calltoorderat7:10 p.m.
2. Approved November 11, 2015 minutes.

3. Lake Iroquois Association: Pat Suozzi presented information about what the Lake Iroquois
Association has been doing: Beach Erosion Project, Fishing Access Buffer Planting, Greeter
Program, Educational Material, Boat Washing Station, Lake Monitoring etc. Pat and Jamie came
to talk about milfoil in Lake Iroquois. A survey was done last year to quantify the milfoil
problem. A working group was formed to address this issue. Jamie presented for the working
group: Milfoil was first noticed in 1990 near the boat access in Lake Iroquois. Milfoil has been
out-competing the native plants. About 43% of the lake can support plant growth. (105 acres).
About 70 acres (67%) has milfoil. There is the potential that milfoil can spread even further. It
creates a dense mat in the lake, and inhibits aquatic life and recreation. Phosphorous levels
seem to be starting to go down in Lake Iroquois. And water clarity has also improved. Options
for dealing with the milfoil problem: Water draw-down (State would not allow it); Mechanical
Harvesting (Not a good option for milfoil because of fragmentation which allows milfoil to
spread); Weevils (tried for years, but not viable for such a large area); Diver-assisted suction
harvesting (recommended method, good for small areas but hard to differentiate between
species and disrupts the lake bottom); Herbicides in the lake — Sonar (long exposure time) or
Renovate (liquid or flake form, affects all broad-leaf plants, short half life, vulnerable to UV
light, and considered non-toxic). The Lake Iroquois Association proposes to move forward with
the suction harvesting and the Renovate herbicide treatment. The hope is that the use of
chemical treatment will decline over time. Native plants will come back because of seeds
dormant in the soil. Renovate has been used in Vermont since 2007. Indian Brook Reservoir was
treated with Renovate and it was a success. Chemical treatment will have to be used for a long
period of time. Perhaps 5 or 10 years. The cost of treatment: $1,100 - $1,300 per acre. The goal
would be to start with a small section (as a test) and then increase over time. A State Permit is
needed before anything can be done to reduce the milfoil. The Lake Iroquois Association will
continue to try to limit nutrients in the Lake and will continue to monitor the lake. The fishing
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access is pretty heavily infested, and boats coming into the lake spread the milfoil throughout
the lake. There is no other entity representing Lake Iroquois, other than the Lake Iroquois
Association. The lake provides a lot of value to the four towns that own the lake. But doing
anything to tackle milfoil is expensive. That’s why the Lake Iroquois Association is asking for
more money. The association has voted to apply for permits for both suction harvesting (permit
lasts 10 years) and also chemical treatment (permit lasts 5 years). The first step is to get the
permits. After that, the association will apply for grants etc. Renovate is typically applied once a
year, in June. The association asked for $30,000 from Williston. St. George has never given any
money to the organization. Richmond has traditionally given very little. Williston and Hinesburg
are clearly the two big towns. Breakdown of costs: Permit cost: $2,500. Treating 30 acres:
$33,000. Treating 70 acres: $76,000. Five water samples also necessary $1,800. Pre and Post
treatment surveys: $2,500. Another Lake survey $6,000 (required when you do the herbicide
treatment). Final report: $1,000. For suction harvesting, the cost is $30,000 for the boat plus
more money for staffing. The association is asking Hinesburg for a total of $35,000. The tax
value of lakeside properties in Hinesburg is $450,000. The request for $35,000 is about 7.4% of
the tax value for Hinesburg. Public users see the most impact from the milfoil infestation, since
the fishing access and the public beach are in the most heavily infested area. The Conservation
Commission discussed this matter after the presenters left.

Bill Marks moved that the Lake Iroquois Association line item on our budget be reduced to zero,
and that the Lake Iroquois Association request for funds be warned by the Select Board as a
separate item; Meg Handler seconded it. All in favor. Message to Lake Iroquois Association:
Conservation Commission supports the Lake Iroquois Association in principle, but this is such a
large project, that will extend over such a long period of time, that we feel it should be
considered as a separately warned item.

4. Geprags — sigh needs to get mounted; Bill wants to maintain the sledding hill, but we need a
brush hog to get it cleared; there is a hole in the parking lot that needs to get filled, Alison will
contact Rocky.

5. Review Town Report write-up (due December 14th) — It looks fine, everyone approves this.

6. Other Business:

* Land Acquisition Fund: In the past year, funding was not received nothing for this
budget item. The Hinesburg Land Trust requested $15,000 this year for the purchase of
the Lafreniere property. Bill Marks moved that we request $2,500 for the Land
Acquisition Fund for this year; Alison seconded this. All in favor. This is a separately
warned item, not part of the Conservation Commission budget.

Next Meeting: January 12, 2016
Meeting Adjourned at 9:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Meg Handler
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