Town of Hinesburg

Development Review Board

February 3, 2015
Approved 2/17/15

Members Present: Dennis Place, Dick Jordan, Zoe Wainer, Ted Bloomhardt. Sarah Murphy arrived at
7:43pm. Alternates present: Kevin Cheney.

Members Absent: John Lyman, Andrea Bayer, Greg Waples.

Also present: Peter Erb (Zoning Administrator) Alex Weinhagen (Director of Planning & Zoning) and
Freeda Powers (Recording Secretary).

Public Present: John Kiedaisch, Mary Beth Bowman, Robby Therrien, Alan Norris, Jonathan Trefry,
Michael Bissonette, Judy Laberge, Tom Ayer, Bob Thieffals, Andrea Morgante, Maggie Gordon, Brett
Grabowski.

Zoe W. chaired the meeting, which was called to order at 7:35pm. Zoe W. offered condolences for the
loss and thanks for the many years of service of former DRB Chairman Tom McGlenn who passed away
in late January.

There were no changes to the agenda.

Minutes from 1/20/15: Zoe W. made a motion to approve as amended the minutes from 1/20/15.
Ted B. seconded the motion. The board voted 5-0.

Anup &Dam: Revision to previously approved Subdivision Final Plat (ct’d from 10/21/14 & 12/16/14).
The applicant is requesting a continuance to March 17", Zoe W. made a motion to continue the
revision to previously approved subdivision final plat to March 17", Dick J. seconded the motion. The
Board voted 5-0.

General Discussion—Municipal Water & Wastewater Capacity Limitations: The Board discussed the
current lack of municipal water capacity and the limited municipal wastewater treatment capacity. They
viewed maps of the current water & wastewater service lines and areas. The Board acknowledged that
water capacity concerns are a priority and wondered how it may impact their process in reviewing
future and current projects, both large scale as well as individual small scale development or
subdivisions. Alex W. explained that the Town is expecting to get the two newly drilled wells online late
summer/early fall and said that at that time the existing wells will be taken off-line. This is important to
note, that we gain limited capacity as the new wells are expected to yield slightly more than the current
wells. Just how much increased capacity is still an open question. The Select Board will be discussing
allocation and use of that capacity. Alex said it is likely that the new wells will allow us to address
existing development and already approved projects but that it will not likely be able to support the
larger projects recently seen. In numbers, he said we need about 220g/m and will likely have between
240-280g/m.

The separate water system serving Lyman Meadows and Lyman Park was noted and Alex W. said there
is some discussion about absorbing that system in to the larger town wide system.
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While the Town is currently looking for additional wells, there is not time horizon or cost estimates at
this time in that regard.

In terms of the waste water system, Alex W. noted that the lagoon-based system Hinesburg has results
in some capacity change year-to-year.

Zoe W. noted the summary report dated 9/26/14 and asked how accurate the numbers used in that
report are to the Board for the purposes of this discussion tonight. Alex W. said they should be
disregarded. Zoe W. said she would like to see real numbers; what is the real need, etc. She voiced her
concerns with the net capacity and said the Board and Town must also consider the impact and needs of
smaller, individual projects as well as the larger projects. She asked for some clarification about the
allocation process. Alex W. said the wastewater allocation happens after DRB approval of Site Plans and
is a “1°t come, 1°t served” basis. The allocation “holds” for 3yrs and then needs to request Select Board
approval for an extension. There is currently no allocation system for water, only for wastewater.

Dennis P. wondered if developers could drill their own wells to serve projects that the Town is unable to
serve. Alex W. said there is a waiver option so long as the applicant is not nullifying the intent of the
water ordinance which says thou shalt connect to the town line. Ted B. said it is incumbent on
applicants how they will comply. Peter E. asked can an applicant pay towards the cost of town
infrastructure, additional town wells.

Dick J. said the regulations say we wanted development in this village growth area but this town water
issue seems to fly in the face of that. He suggested considering allocating only for phases of larger
projects vs. for the full Master Plan. Sarah M. urged caution here and considered how this might affect
or prevent full build-out.

Tom Ayer spoke from the audience, as a member of the Select Board, he said it seems that ideally the
DRB should separate water allocation from the rest of the project review to keep moving along and
suggested they let the Select Board address the water issue. Zoe W. said indeed, the DRB is seeking the
Select Boards’ input on this matter.

Allan Norris spoke from the audience, as a land owner, he said the water problem is solvable. Larger
developments can afford to put in their own systems and additional wells are locatable on other land in
Hinesburg for the Town to consider. The Select Board approved these density numbers, he suggested
we should be working on a plan to go along with those numbers. Also, he said, in his view, the
wastewater capacity is a bigger concern and one which we should be addressing now.

Bob Thieffals spoke from the audience, saying he feels the density numbers may need to be adjusted.
He urged the Board and the Select Board to consider what the land can support. He urged caution
regarding Alex’s suggestion to bring developers into solving the water issue, saying developers have
their own interests, leave them out of this.

Jon Treffrey spoke from the audience, as a member of the Select Board, he suggested considering a
moratorium while the Town gets its’ policies and planning in place.

John Kiedaisch spoke from the audience, saying he agrees with Jon T. and Bob T. that this is an issue for
the Select Board not the DRB. Although he concedes the DRB (as well as other Boards) should be
included in the discussion, he feels that the Select Board should be the lead. In addition, he feels this
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issue has occurred as a result of the rezoning of the Village Growth Area. He said this build out was
proposed to take 15-20yrs which is not the case, it is happening much quicker.

Chuck Reiss spoke from the audience, saying the vision has indeed gone faster than expected and he
agrees with the suggestion of a moratorium which he feels is an appropriate measure. Also, he
reminded the DRB, they have the authority to deny projects.

Mary Beth Bowman spoke from the audience, saying she also agrees with the moratorium idea. She
feels that morally and ethically, it is not ok to allow developers to take on drilling their own wells and
urged the Board to consider the potential impacts to the community.

Brett Grabowski spoke from the audience, saying that interim zoning does work but projects are at the
table now, the horse, he said, is already out of the barn. A lot of work goes into these projects, he said,
which are trying to comply with the regulations of the Town. As a developer, he said, he and others
want to make projects that the Board and the community want. He encouraged the Town and the DRB
to work with developers, saying that partnership can work.

Zoe W. made a motion to close the public hearing and ask that the Select Board take up this issue in a
general meeting of their own and offer feedback to the DRB and for staff to provide data for projected
gallons needed from applicants for current and large scale upcoming projects. Dick J. seconded the
motion. The Board voted 6-0.

Other Business: Therrien 2-Lot Subdivision Sketch Plan Decision (hearing closed 1/20/15). Sarah M.
and Dick J. recused themselves from this discussion. Kevin C. joined the board. It should be noted in
Findings of Facts #5 that Kevin C. participated in the review. The decision does recognize the existing
water capacity issues and the Board can provide a waiver at Final if necessary. Ted B. made a motion to
approve the request as amended. Dennis P. seconded the motion. The Board voted 4-0.

Zoe W. made a motion to adjourn. Ted B. seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 9:37pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Freeda Powers, Recording Secretary
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