Town of Hinesburg

Development Review Board

August 11, 2015
Approved September 1, 2015

Board Members Present: Dick Jordan, Dennis Place, Andrea Bayer, John Lyman, Greg Waples. Ted
Bloomhardt arrived at 7:31pm. Sarah Murphy arrived at 7:33pm.

Members Absent: Kevin Cheney.

Representing Applications: Tim & Kristi Brown, Karl Usher, David Usher.

Public Present: John Penoyan, Judi MaCulan, Keith & Ken Castonguay, David Bissonette, Ben Hunt.

Also present: Alex Weinhagen (Director of Planning & Zoning) and Freeda Powers (Recording Secretary).
Dennis P. chaired the meeting, which was called to order at 7:30pm.

Public Comments for Non-Agenda Items: There were none.

There were no changes to the Agenda.

Benjamin Hunt & Timothy & Kristi Brown: Transfer of Land (boundary line adjustment). The Applicant
is seeking approval to transfer 8A from his 116A parcel to an adjoining property owner (Brown). The
land in question is forest land at the south end of both properties. Dennis P. said he has no issues with
the application. There were no comments or questions from the public.

Dennis P. made a motion to close the public hearing and approve the draft approval as written. Ted B.
seconded the motion. The Board voted 6-0.

Usher/Nalette: Subdivision Revision—The Applicants have made revisions to the shared driveway that
serves a subdivision located on Pond Road. Revisions include: Relocating a portion between 100’-300’
from Pond Road about 5-6’ to the north of its existing location. Excavating to lessen the steepest
section of the existing driveway to reduce the grade from 13% to approximately 9.25%. Removal of
crown so as to direct driveway stormwater drainage to the north. Stormwater drainage to drain
towards Pond Road (east) and redesigned level spreader to control additional stormwater at the
discharge point.

Dennis P. voiced his concern with the feedback from the Town Road Foreman, who seems opposed to
this application due to his own concerns with stormwater runoff onto Pond Road. The Applicant said
they are seeking to modify the drainage of the first portion of the driveway to address the runoff onto
Pond Road. The Applicant and the Board discussed the benefits and drawbacks of a driveway crown.
The Applicant said for drivability, a crown is better. David Bissonette voiced his concerns with runoff
onto his property. Alex W. clarified that these changes also aim to increase the buffer between these
two properties. The Applicant said also their plan now is to remove the crown and angle the driveway
so as to divert water away from the Bissonette property. Ted B. and Dennis P. both said the first three
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changes seem like positive ones. They have concerns with the foreman’s’ feedback about the ditch
being overwhelmed. The Applicant said modeling indicates that for the area a total increase of 4% in
water volume; engineering will lower the flow rates across the board (2, 10, 25, 50 & 100yr events). The
Board viewed stormwater output to Pond Road comparisons. David B. said he questions the Applicants’
assertion that there will be no change in impact with the road changes.

Greg W. asked the Applicant what is his estimate of stormwater runoff current vs. with this proposal.
The Applicant said they feel the numbers will actually be improved. This will be an opportunity to plant
more vegetation to help alleviate concerns voiced by David Bissonette about stones from the driveway
ending up in his yard.

Dennis P. said he feels that these revisions will benefit all neighbors as well as Pond Road. The Applicant
said that is the estimation. Ted B. said overall, there appears there will be an increase in volume but a
decrease in flow rate. He suggested the Applicant build to the 25 yr. storm event. Dick J. asked if the
site can fit a plan to accommodate a 100 yr. event. The Applicant said yes. Dick J. said the Applicant
build for a 25 yr. event but allow for 100 yr. containment if the 25 is not working. The Applicant was
amenable to this. Ted B. asked about the Towns’ new storm water regulations. Alex W. said they would
not apply to this application as the project does not meet the impervious surface area trigger.

Dick J. asked about a swale to the south. The Applicant acknowledged that due to a miscommunication
between himself and his engineer, the swale is shown to the south; this is not the intention.

Jason Turner spoke from the audience, saying he feels that Mr. Usher has gone above and beyond with
this application, taking it to all adjoining landowners and others on the shared driveway to make the
plan the best it can be. He acknowledged the engineering costs that Mr. Usher has taken on. Currently,
he said, drainage is directly onto Pond Road, inundating it at times. It is in the Town’s interest to
alleviate that issue; which this plan does, it mitigates an existing problem. Mr. Usher has also agreed to
lower the pitch of the road for safer winter travel as well.

Dennis P. asked staff about the Road Foreman’s refusal to sign off on this project if it should get DRB
approval; would the Applicant then be unable to get any permits? Alex W. said that would be a separate
issue for the Select Board. Greg W. said he would like to hear directly from Mike Anthony, the Road
Foreman. The Applicant agreed. The Board asked the Applicant to come back with modeling numbers
for a 25year storm system and additionally, the numbers that demonstrate at what point that system is
overwhelmed or surpassed.

Ken Castonguay spoke from the audience, noting that the decrease in pitch of the road will indeed help
in winter safety and with taking the runoff out.

Ted B. made a motion to continue to the 9/1 meeting. Andrea B. seconded the motion. The Board
voted 7-0.

Other Business: None.
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Greg W. made a motion to adjourn. DickJ. Seconded the motion. The Board voted 7-0. The meeting
adjourned at 8:28pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Freeda Powers, Recording Secretary
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