Town of Hinesburg

Planning Commission
April 8, 2015
Approved 5/13/15

Members Present: Joe ladanza, Dennis Place, Kyle Bostwick, Maggie Gordon, Russell Fox, Rolf Kielman
(arrived at 8:26pm), Aaron Kimball.

Members Absent: Tim Clancy, Neal Leitner.

Also present: Alex Weinhagen (Director of Planning & Zoning) and Freeda Powers (Recording Secretary).
Public Present: Bill Marks (Conservation Commission).

Joe |. chaired the meeting, which was called to order at 7:38pm.

There were no changes to the agenda. There were no public comments for non-agenda items.

Review of Greenspace Plan: Bill M. was present to discuss with the Board the completed Greenspace
Plan which aims to help the Town in managing green space, prioritize conservation, define and describe
natural resources, and more. It was decided at the 2005 Town Plan revisions that Green Space should
be incorporated into that document. Since that time, the Conservation Commission has worked to
develop a Green Space Plan. The original intention was to have the Planning Commission review the
plan, then have the Select Board do its’ review, and then reference it in the Town Plan. The Board now
should consider whether to consider it a complete document and recognize it as such. Maggie G. said as
a stand-alone document, the plan is great; there is some overlap with the Town Plan and per previous
discussions about reformatting the Town Plan, maybe it should be referenced in the end of the Town
Plan itself. Bill M. said the Conservation Commission understood the intent to be that this plan be a
working document to be used by the Planning Commission, the DRB and other boards. He said it is
important to the Conservation Commission that it be incorporated into the Town Plan, as the DRB can
reference the Town Plan in project reviews. He said we can work to address any redundancies. From an
environmental and science aspect, he said, this document is solid, factual and applicable. The
recommendations found within it, he said, are basic. The plan offers easy reading guidelines for
reference to specific issues (i.e., house siting, important resources, etc.). He said the plan is not set in
stone; as science changes and such things as vernal pools which really require site visits, etc. are
addressed, the document too will need to be maintained and periodically updated.

Maggie G. asked about the maps referenced and listed at the end of the Green Space Plan. Alex W.
explained that they are not the same as the Town Plan maps and will need to be either referenced or
attached.

Bill M. said he has some reservations about the portion of the plan regarding Scenic Views. Joe I. said he
agrees with those reservations, adding that Scenic Views can be tricky to define/rate/regulate. The
Planning Commission has had this discussion, he said. They have struggled with how to make it fair as
this particular topic is very subjective. Bill M. agreed, saying that in his opinion, Scenic Views is by far
the least significant issue and that visibility is a more significant concern.
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Bill M. said if the Commissioners have reservations about portions of the plan being incorporated into
the Town Plan, they can specifically incorporate those recommendations from the plan which are not
problematic. He said he does share some skepticism regarding the section on Scenic Views. He does

not feel, however, that it should be left out entirely.

Aaron K. said how the document is used, as a tool for reference vs. as ordinance needs to be
determined. It could be seen as subservient to the Town Plan, something that the DRB could take a
piece out to reference etc.

Joe |. said if the plan is incorporated into the Town Plan, then in the absence of any definitive zoning
bylaws it can be used and grants authorization for the Planning Commission to work on bylaws in
accordance to the Town Plan. Alex W. said the Commission could reference the document while
clarifying that it does not dictate but rather informs development. Other groups can use the document
much more directly.

Maggie G. wondered if that doesn’t take the teeth out of the document. Bill M. said incorporating the
document into the Town Plan does not mean the Planning Commission must make it next on their
agenda either.

Joe I. said the Conservation Commission members are the advocates for conservation and in their role
have done very good work in creating this document. The recommendations which the Planning
Commission intends to pursue in the next 5 years should be clear; in that sense, we need to decide
which of the many contained in this plan should be incorporated with the Town Plan. Aaron K.
concurred with the great results from the Conservation Commissions’ efforts and time; this is an
incredible document packed with information. Russell F. said it will certainly help guide and clarify the
Planning Commissions’ discussions, it is great.

The Board reviewed the Green Space Plans’ Top 10 Priorities. A few items came up for discussion:
#1) Protecting High Elevations: Dennis P. said performance standards in place now can address this.

#3) Protecting Groundwater Supplies: Dennis P. said this includes septic systems which are under State
prevue. Alex W. agreed, but added that doesn’t mean someone can’t go to the State with this
document and recommendation and tell them what isn’t working under their review.

#10) Expanding the Town Trail Network: Dennis P. said not everyone who develops property is a large
developer and many private landowners do not want trail connections on or through their property. Bill
M. said this is not required. Dennis P. urged caution here as it may impact individuals’ options for house
site, etc. if trails become part of the Official Map. Joe I. said he understands the intent of the
recommendation but implementation in a non-confrontational manner would be of utmost importance.

Aaron K. asked about how to keep this Green Space Plan document maintained and updated. Bill M.
said the Conservation Commission does not feel that it is in permanent ownership of the document; it
created it and has now turned it over to the Town.

Dennis P. asked about priority #4) Protecting Surface Water Quality. Alex W. said this refers to
municipal services, etc. Dennis P. asked about the language in the plan which refers to “working with
the state” and wondered who will be in that role? Bill M. said this is a general document and that role
will depend on circumstances; whomever has interest to be involved.
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Aaron K. asked how this document fits with other communities. Bill M. said while there are differences
in geography, priorities, natural resources, etc. there are some commonalities such as the clay plain
forest and large tracts of forestland, shared lakes and other water bodies, including tributaries and
wetlands.

Alex W. said regarding Scenic Views, he agrees with Joe and Bill’'s comments and thought he
remembered that the Planning Commission had agreed to cut that out of noted and protected
resources.

Maggie G. said the document is clear and well organized and thanked the Conservation Commission for
their time and work.

Rolf K. mentioned pg. 13 of the plan which offers a summary of resource inventory; reliability and
accessibility of information meets a goal. He feels this was a wise decision and execution.

Joe I. said the recommendations in the plan will be documented in the Town Plan. Aaron K. asked what
will be the Select Boards’ role in this document. Alex W. said they will likely see it at the Town Plan
update. Joe |. encouraged the Conservation Commission to continue “owning” this document and
reiterated that they are the advocates for conservation in Hinesburg. Bill M. said he agrees but does not
feel that it should be solely the Conservation Commissions’ responsibility for updating and maintaining
the plan.

The Board agreed to put the plan in Section 4.9 and to look at the top 10 priority list and decide what to
take from there. The Board thanked Bill M. and the rest of the Conservation Commissioners for their
work and time spent on this Green Space Plan.

Minutes from 2/11, 2/18, 3/11, 3/25:

Rolf K. made a motion to approve as written the minutes from 2/11/15. Dennis P. seconded the
motion. The Board voted 7-0.

Aaron K. made a motion to approve as written the minutes from 2/18/15. Maggie G. seconded the
motion. The Board voted 7-0.

Rolf K. made a motion to approve as written the minutes from 3/11/15. Maggie G. seconded the
motion. The Board voted 6-0. Joe |. abstained.

Rolf K. made a motion to approve as amended the minutes from 3/25/15. Dennis P. seconded the
motion. The Board voted 4-0. Maggie G., Russell F., Aaron K. abstained.

Other Business: The Board acknowledged written submissions from the following members of the
public: Jean Kaidaisch, Mary Beth Bowman, Barbara Faurauer, and Johanna White.

The Select Board meeting recently regarding Water and Wastewater Capacity issues resulted in adopting
a change to the Wastewater Ordinance: a 12 month pause to allocations with some exceptions. The
Select Board will work to establish a Water Allocation Ordinance. Maggie G. suggested that recent
surveys done by the Planning Commission should be synthesized and passed on to the Select Board
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along with the Planning Commissions’ input. Joe I. reiterated his advice that the Town and Select Board
have a plan on how to get out of interim zoning.

Rolf K. made a motion to adjourn. Maggie G. seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 9:50pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Freeda Powers, Recording Secretary
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