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Meeting Minutes - January 21, 2015
- Approved 2/18/15 -

Present: Ray Mainer, Stewart Pierson, Jane Sheldon, Sue Rusten, Lenore Budd, George Dameron
Guests: Jan Blomstrann, Jeff Glassberg, James McAllister

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

NRG Master Plan — Jeff Glassberg is a real estate planner and Jan Blomstrann owns the land
around the Renewable NRG Systems office building. They attended so the Trails Committee (TC)
could review their proposal for developing this property. They will be presenting the plan to the
DRB. NRG is in the Northeast village zone. The current plan has taken into consideration the
town’s long term master plan. Jeff reviewed maps of village zoning and explained the plan for
mixed use, single family, condos, retail, office space, trails, sidewalks, etc. TC reviewed the plan
and made suggestions on how to connect to other sidewalks, parks (Geprag’s) and trails.

Eagle Scout Project - James McAllister attended to explain his Eagle Scout project, a “Quest,”
which he plans to start at the HCS parking lot, continue to Russell Trails and return. The
locations on this route will focus on the town’s historical sites. George provided him with a
"Historical Walking Tour of Hinesburg Village" that he drafted in 2010. Lenore signed one of the
documents required for James to go to the next step in the project.

Minutes - Stew made a motion to accept the minutes from the November meeting and George
seconded. They were approved by unanimous vote.

. Treasurer’s Report — There have been no expenditures since the November meeting.

Snowstorm Damage To Trails — The Old Town Forest (OTF) had a lot of damage and has
hanging branches, etc. Peter Vanvranken has been clearing parts of the LaPlatte Headwaters
Town Forest, but it still needs work. We will wait until spring to organize a work day. Prior to
that we need to take an inventory of the worst hit areas.

. Trail Improvement On VT Fish And Wildlife (VTF&W) Land - A trail relocation had been

proposed to David Sausville from VTF&W. He responded to Lenore but did not give conclusive
answer. Lenore will follow up with him to confirm. The reroute of the southeast corner of
Hidden Meadow had been approved and we can do that in the spring. We will need to
fundraise for the proposed bridges.
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7. Mud Season - Sue suggested that we close the trails during mud season to limit erosion. David
Sausville had suggested we do that by putting up signs and using media to educate people why
they should avoid the trails in this season. Sue will take the lead on Front Porch Forum and
signage. The TC article written for the February and March issues of the Record should include
this information.

8. Second Bridge At Russell Trail - Ray said Brooke Scatchard will look at the Russell trail bridge
behind the kiosk and give an estimate to replace it with one higher that won’t be overrun by
the brook. Josh Ryan of Timber and Stone, quoted $2400 for a 40’ x 4’ bridge with a center
abutment. Black Crow Construction is also being asked to bid. Consideration should be made
for the height above the brook, in case a railing is required.

9. Town Meeting — We would like to set up a table, to hand out maps and possibly raise funds for
the Russell bridge. Jane will contact Missy Ross to see about the logistics, timing etc. Stewart
volunteered to set up the larger hard-backed maps. We will need at least one more TC member
to work with Stewart until the meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. Jane will check with Jim, Peter M.,
and Peter V.

10. Contribution To Fellowship Of The Wheel (FOTW) - Stewart mentioned that Williston and
Essex each give S500 to FOTW because that organization does all the trail maintenance.
Stewart suggested we contribute $200 in 2016, since the TC budget for 2015 is already set. Sue
qguestioned whether FOTW should apply directly to town rather than have it come out of TC
budget. Stewart offered to find out if the other towns’ TCs budget covers the contribution or
whether there are separate line items in the town budget.

11. Hinesburgh Public House Dinner - We decided we wouldn’t be able to provide enough
customers to benefit from being the recipient of the Public House’s Community Dinner
proceeds. This will require us to think of other ways to raise money to pay for the Russell Trail
Bridge. Lenore plans to apply for a $1,000 VT Recreation Trails Fund Mini-grant when the 2015
applications become available.

12. Record Article — Jane will see if Peter M. will write the article for the February issue of the
Record. If he is unable then Jane will write it.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
The next meeting is scheduled for February 18th.

Respectfully Submitted
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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