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Meeting Minutes - April 15, 2015
- Approved 5/20/15 -

Present: Stewart Pierson, Peter Modley, George Dameron, Jane Sheldon, Sue Rusten, Lenore Budd, Jim
Goldsmith, and Ray Mainer

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Minutes — Sue made a motion to approve the March meeting minutes and Stewart seconded.
The motion was approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report — Lenore reported that we have about $700 total in our accounts. She will
work with Missy when she returns from vacation to get exact figures for each account. Lenore
has requested from VT Dept. of Forests, Parks, and Recreation an extension to June 30, 2015 of
our 2012 VRTP mini-grant.

Tools Needed — Lenore asked what tools or supplies we thought would best serve our upcoming
needs, such as rerouting trails and adding signage. Loppers, posts and poles, posthole diggers,
pick axes, a step ladder and various types of saws were suggested. We agreed to send her any
other ideas before the next meeting in May, when we will decide on which ones to buy.

Bridge at Russell Trailhead — Ray has spoken to Brooke Scatchard, who will be viewing the
current bridge, which needs to be replaced, this Friday and will be getting back to us with a bid
before the May meeting. Lenore will try to meet him on site to discuss specifications for a higher
and longer bridge and adjacent trail improvements to improve drainage.

VRTP Grant #3 — Since we have not spent the Vermont Rec Trail Program grant #2 funds yet we
will need to hold off until next year to apply for a third one.

Trail Maintenance Projects for National Trails Day (NTD), June 6" —
a. Stewart reported that the Russell Trail and Thistle Hill trails are clear of any winter
damage, but there are spots that need lopping.
b. Stewart also reported that the Buck Hill trail does need some work but he has been doing
some of that as the snow clears, so there may not be a need for more on NTD.
c. Sue reported that the LaPlatte Headwaters did have some larger trees fall over paths
during the winter, but none that couldn’t be stepped over or gotten around. That system
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will need some power saw work and Sue will liaise with Peter VanVranken to see if he
wants to wait until NTD to clear them with other volunteers.

d. Jane and Peter Modley reported that Geprags had no major damage, but several areas
need to be cleared of brush and brambles that have been pushed onto the trails over the
winter, some good work for NTD.

e. The Hinesburg Town Forest (HTF) still needs to be checked. Ray had tried to hike there
recently but found too much snow still on the trails. He reported that the Hayden Hill
West entrance has a broken branch hanging from a pine tree but it is too high to be
reached. The Economou Road entrance to the Eagle Trail may need clearing work on NTD.
Sue and Lenore will try to walk the Eagle Trail before the May meeting to report on what
specifically needs to be done.

7) Events — Lenore will be leading a bird walk on May 9™ at Geprags, start time TBD. George is
working to finalize dates and times with Ann Thomas for the Mill Walk, which will also offer a
slide show one evening before the walk at the library. Jane will coordinate work parties for the
volunteers for NTD and will also arrange for the purchase of pizza for the after party.

8) Dog Waste — George ran into a family coming off the Russell Trails who complained about the
amount of waste left behind by dogs over the winter. There has been much discussion of this
problem on Front Porch Forum as well. Lenore will research generic signs that we can post in the
trailhead kiosks to remind dog owners to clean up after their pets.

9) Record Articles — Stewart will write the May issue article (deadline May Sth) and George will write
the one for the June issue (deadline June9th).

10) Hinesburg Town Forest Map Revisions - Stewart showed a map that Alex had revised which
included 500’ area “safety zones” around each home near the border of the HTF, which prohibits
hunters from discharging guns. The TC, in collaboration with the Town Forest Committee and the
Fellowship of the Wheel, is trying to develop one map that will include all the information
needed by visitors to the Forest (elevation contours, degree of difficulty of each trail, etc.)
without making them so complex that they were not effective. Lenore and Stew will continue to
work with Alex to standardize the maps.

11) July 4™ parade — Jane asked if there were going to be enough TC members to march in the July
4" parade again this year. Ray, Lenore, Sue and George all thought they would be able, so Jane
will take responsibility of organizing the group. She will also get a cost estimate for reordering
the HART logo t-shirts since we only have a few left.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for May 20",

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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