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Meeting Minutes — November 18, 2015
- Approved 12/16/15 -

Present: Jane Sheldon, Lenore Budd, Peter Modley, Ray Mainer, George Dameron, Stewart Pierson,
Sue Rusten

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

1. Minutes — Ray made a motion to approve the October minutes, Jane seconded and the motion
was passed unanimously.

2. Budget - Lenore reported that there were no expenses since the last meeting so our total funds
remain the same at $1038.85

3. Eagle’s Trail Maintenance — Ray reported that he and Stewart led a work crew of 3 Boy Scouts,
including James McAllister, along with troop leader Norm Smith to clear brush and to work on
drainage issues near the Economou Road trailhead on October 31%. Lenore passed out a
summary of the 2010 Condition Assessment of the Eagle's Trail, so that this document can be
used as a kind of baseline for us and Town Forest Committee to use to keep track of what we've
done and what needs to be done. Stewart reported that the Town Forest Committee (TFC) is
getting bids to fix the Eagle Trail near the Hayden Hill East entrance where drainage has been a
problem for years. Peter also pointed out that the spur from Economou Road to the parking
area and the parking area itself both needed grading. Stewart mentioned that the TFC has been
bringing in gravel to improve the Eagle trail near Economou, so Lenore will speak to Trevor to
see if the spur and parking lot can be included in repairs.

4. Trail Mowing - Many of the trails in Geprags Park need to be mowed at least once a year. It has
been difficult for the Trails Committee (TC) to find volunteers with the right equipment or the
capability to transport and operate rented mowers. The TC agreed it would be worth contacting
landscaping companies to get cost estimates, a project on which Sue agreed to take the lead.

5. Views - Since the last meeting Peter had emailed the TC photos and explanations of two spots
in the HTF which could provide excellent views with minimal cutting of branches and/or trees.
The TC is considering asking the TFC for permission to clear some vegetation from these spots;
one on Passing the Horizon trail looking west over Hinesburg, the lake and the Adirondacks; the
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other just off Dragon’s Tail trail looking east to Camel’s Hump. These views would provide
increased aesthetic aspects to the trails as well as potentially serving as platforms for
educational use when explaining the geography, history, geology, and settlement patterns of
our town and region. Lenore showed us a map from the TFC management plan indicating areas
which were designated for various levels of management. Peter suggested that we might see if
there were any teachers at CVU who might verify the educational value. Sue said she knew the
Earth Science teacher there and would contact her to discuss the idea. Stewart suggested that
we start with the spot on the Passing the Horizon trail, which he has also recently visited, and
open a discussion with the TFC. Lenore proposed that, after we are able to get GPS coordinates
for that spot, we invite members of the TFC to hike there so we can start a discussion of the
potential merits of opening that view while actually on the spot. It was agreed that this process
may take some time because useful visits to the viewpoints are weather dependent, and the
potential vistas can only be envisioned while the leaves are off the trees.

6. Signs — Stewart reported that the TFC approved putting up the sign showing a hiker to indicate
the entrance to the HHW trailhead. Lenore will order about a half dozen of these signs since
there are other trailheads which could benefit, such as the Buck Hill entrance to the Russell
Trails.

7. Easement on Charlotte Road — June Giroux is in the process of asking the DRB for permission to
subdivide the undeveloped lot next to her house on the Charlotte Road. This makes it a good
time to ask her to grant an easement along the road for those two lots. Lenore had composed
and Jane sent out a letter to June Giroux asking her to consider granting an easement but as yet
have not gotten a response. Lenore will request that the DRB make the granting of an easement
a condition of sketch plan approval of the Giroux subdivision at their December 1st meeting.

8. Richmond Road Bike/Ped Study — Lenore and Jane attended the community input meeting
held by the consultants doing the scoping study along the road from Mechanicville Road to
North Road. Many residents attended and were generally very enthusiastic, providing many
excellent ideas, along with a few concerns. The consultants will present their suggestions for
improvement in the spring in another public meeting and then to the Select Board.

9. Mill Street Self-Guided Historical Tour — Lenore and Ann Thomas, of the Hinesburg Historical
Society, had sent out letters to neighbors on Mill Street asking for their input on an idea to set
up posts and signs for a self-guided tour on town property where the old mill foundations are.
Many residents responded with concerns about increased vandalism and trash, which they say
is already a problem. George will follow up with Ann to set up a meeting with neighbors to find
out more about their issues.

10. Committee Vacancy — Peter VanVranken will be resigning from the TC in January. Committee
members had alerted some of the volunteers who had indicated an interest in joining in the
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past, but none are able to commit at this time. Two more names were suggested and Lenore
and Stewart will contact them to see if there is any interest there.

11. Record Articles — The December issue article by Stewart has been submitted. Sue offered to
write the one for the January issue, Lenore did so for February and George did so for March.

12. Other Business

a. Sue had emailed TC members with James McAllister’s final version of his Quest map. We
will add those to the map holders at the Russell Trail kiosk and arrange to get it put up
on the town website. Sue will try to get a picture of James at the kiosk for her Record
article.

b. Lenore reported that the Vermont Recreational Trail Program is no longer giving mini-
grants, i.e. those under $500. We will need to seek other funding if we want to purchase
tools.

c. Lenore is writing the TC year’s summary for the town meeting report and handed out
copies for us to review before she submits it. The deadline for us to provide suggestions
is December 4™,

d. Lenore suggested that the Committee consider improving the short section of Class IV
Road between Buck Hill Road East and West. It had been brought to her attention that it
is nearly impassable, even on foot, but could be an important connection in the trail
network. Committee members were encouraged to take a look at it on their own so we
can consider adding to our project list at a future meeting."

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for December 16"

Respectfully Submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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