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Meeting Minutes — December 16, 2015
- Approved 1/20/16 -

Present: Jane Sheldon, Lenore Budd, Peter Modley, Ray Mainer, George Dameron, Stewart Pierson,
Sue Rusten, and Jim Goldsmith
Guest: Oren Guttmann

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

1. Minutes — Sue made a motion to approve the November minutes, Ray seconded and the
motion was passed unanimously.

2. Budget - Lenore reported that there was only one expense since the last meeting, the purchase
of metal signs showing the outline of a hiker which totaled $62.40. Our total funds are now
$976.45

3. Funds to be Requested for F’16 Budget — Lenore will be presenting the committee’s
accomplishments during 2015, as well as what projects we are planning for 2016, at the Select
Board meeting next Monday, 12/21. We reviewed the various items on her list, including
replacing or repairing bridges on the Russell Trails and LaPlatte Headwaters and several
maintenance projects in muddy areas.

4. Mowing at Geprags — Lenore mentioned the need for at least one major mowing of the trails
and fields at Geprags. We had tried to do the work ourselves in the past but the logistics were
quite difficult, e.g. renting and transporting equipment. Sue has agreed to get cost estimates for
trail mowing at Geprags, including one from the contractor who mows Ted's Sledding Hill for
the Conservation Commission. It is the Trails Committee's understanding that the cost of trail
mowing will continue to be covered by the CC's budget.

5. Connecting Geprags to the Library — Lenore reported that the bar at Ballards Corner, where the
land needed to make the connection is located, is up for sale. When the time seems right, the
Committee will approach the new landowner about hosting a trail connection.

6. SCHIP Grant — Jane offered to write a grant for the new tools we have been hoping to purchase.
Lenore will send her copies of grants she has written for other projects as a guideline. The
deadline for the next grant awards is January 31°".
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7. Giroux Pedestrian Easement — There has been a delay in the 2-lot subdivision review by the
DRB until June, due to wetland issues.

8. Buck Hill Road Connection — Lenore had sent around pictures of the trail connecting Buck Hills
East and West, showing that it is clear of debris. She will put up HART blazes at either end of the
Class IV section to show that it is suitable for hiking.

9. Committee Vacancies — Jim Goldsmith and Peter VanVranken are stepping down from the
committee at the end of this month, but both indicated they would be glad to continue
maintenance work with us. Thank you to both for all the years of service! Oren Guttmann
attended tonight’s meeting to get an idea of what is involved and will consider applying for a
spot. Lenore has also spoken to Peter Erb and Micky Stone who have also indicated they may
be interested.

10. Record Articles — Sue is writing the article for the January issue, Lenore will for February and
George will for March.

11. Other Business -

a. Peter reported on his work with the CC on the Northwest Trail in Geprags. The trail was
in fairly good condition, except for a spot where the path had been rerouted by hikers
who missed a turn. This additional trail makes a larger loop which is not on our map.
Also the smaller loop at the very end of the spur needs some clearing.

b. Peter also reported that he went to the Eagle Scout investiture for James McAllister,
gave a short explanation of the committee’s involvement and encouraged the troop to
stay involved with trail maintenance, especially the Eagle’s Trail in the Hinesburg Town
Forest.

c. Peter mentioned that he’d received notice of a Hinesburg Land Trust (HLT) walk that
was coming up to look at some land that was up for sale, and asked if there would be a
possibility of trail easements being granted if the HLT ended up buying the property.
Lenore said that the purchase would be mainly for agricultural purposes but we should
keep the possibility in our discussions.

d. George mentioned that the village walkability was deteriorating with the increase in
traffic. He related an incident of a truck driver ignoring a “no-turn-on-red” signal that
nearly resulted in his being hit. He plans to post a plea for drivers to obey signals and
watch for pedestrians on Front Porch Forum.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for January 20",

Respectfully Submitted,
Jane Sheldon, Secretary
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