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Meeting Minutes — February 11, 2015
- Approved 3/11/15 -

Present: Brent Francis, Pat Mainer, Mike Potvin, Julie Gruenholtz, Steve Russell, Chris Haviland
Absent: Stewart Pierson, Kevin Hans
Guests: none

Call to Order
Mike Potvin called the meeting of the Town Forest Committee to order at 7:07 on February 11, 2015,
in the Town Hall.

Additions/Deletions to Agenda
See new business below

Discussion/Approval of January Minutes
Steve moved to approve the minutes of January 14, 2015. Mike seconded. The minutes were
unanimously approved as submitted.

Treasurer's Report
Mike reported that there were no expenditures or income so the report is the same as last month.
Updates

e 2016 Budget - Mike reported that $1500 will be included in the Town budget for the Town
Forest Committee.

* Pictures for Town Meeting - Mike said he has submitted photos for Town Meeting.

* Map(s) consistency on Kiosks and Town Website (Safety Zones) - Committee members
would like the trails committee map with the color coded trails with addition the safety
zones as on the map in the Town Plan as the official map at the trailheads and as the link on
both the Town Forest and Trails committee websites. Pat will talk with Alex and the trails
committee to strive for that consistency.

New Business
* Hollis Parcel Trails - The map on the wall Trail Network Vision Map 13 Existing Routes and Gaps
does not reflect that we have closed (abandoned) the trails on the Hollis Parcel. Steve moved to
have Mike notify the Planning Commission and the Trails committee. Pat seconded. Motion
unanimously approved.
* Storm Damage/Trail Clearing/Pictures - Mike showed photos of the December 2014 storm
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damage. He said that Trevor said we can clear trails. Trevor wants to file a claim with FEMA for
trail damage at both HTF and LHTF.

Forest(s') Names (re: Emails/Hinesburg Record) - Mike commented that Sue Rusten's article in
The Hinesburg Record calling the Hinesburg Town Forest the "old" town forest caused a stir. Pat
moved that we don't change the names from Hinesburg Town Forest and the LaPlatte
Headwaters Town Forest. Julie seconded. Motion approved.

Invasive Species - Mike wanted to know about the Emerald Ash Borer. Steve noted that the
Emerald Ash Borer is in western NY and moves only about a mile a year unless it travels in
transported wood. Those present concluded that there isn't much we should do now.

Hayden Hill East - Erosion issues near the Hayden Hill East parking lot between the landing area
and the foundation were discussed. Keith and Mike looked at it and took pictures. Keith said
he'd be better able to evaluate it come spring. Steve noted that Mike Synder, Bill Torey and he
looked at the same area about 10 years ago. Justin Kenney had originally suggested a wooden
bridge over that area, but it was rejected because that is a major access for logging.

Trail Clearing: Ability/Liability - Mike shared an email from Trevor discussing liability.

Green-Up Day HTFC Activities - Green-up is May 2 and Mike suggested we work on the trails on
that day. Brent wondered what our responsibility is and noted that it's not just trails. He noted
that Green-Up day is a trash pickup day. Pat agreed and noted that users and the trail
committee will probably take care of much of the winter storm damage once the trails have
dried out in the spring.

Other Business
* Apple Tree Release - Brent noted that we need to have a plan for non-trail recreation activities.
Pat suggested that we look at that in the light of Keith's inventory. Our May meeting could be
Saturday, May 9 outdoors looking at those areas or doing work.
* Need One More Committee Member
¢ Jens Hawkins-Hilke - Mike reported that Jens is a conservation biologist for towns. Mike will
pursue a wildlife assessment through him.

Next Meeting - Wednesday, March 11, 2015, 7:00- 8:30 p.m.
Adjournment

Pat moved to adjourn the meeting. Steve seconded. The motion was unanimously approved. Mike
adjourned the meeting at 8:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Pat Mainer
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