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Meeting Minutes — June 10, 2015
- Approved -

Present: Julie Gruenholtz, Kevin Hans, Chris Haviland, Pat Mainer, Mike Potvin,, Stewart Pierson,
Steve Russell

Absent: Brent Francis

Guests: Corinne Johansson, Brock Francis at 7:35, Jason Matthews at 7:35

Call To Order
Mike Potvin called the meeting of the Town Forest Committee to order at 7:09 p.m. on June
10, 2015, in the Town Hall.

Additions/Deletions to Agenda
Kevin got an email from OGE telling him that OGE was doing a bike demo in the HTF on Saturday, June
13 from 10-3. Mike will make sure that is in accordance with the management plan.

Stewart received a report from the FOTW which he will get to all of us.

Discussion/Approval of May Minutes
Steve moved to approve the minutes of May 13, 2015. Stewart seconded. The minutes were
unanimously approved as submitted.

Treasurer's Report

The report is the same as last month with these amounts in each of the three funds: Reserves -
$2523.59, Regular budget-$1437.83 Kiosks -$2681.03. Mike moved and Stewart seconded a motion to
approve the Treasurer's report. The motion was approved.

Pat will send committee members a new link to the budget document.
Updates
* Forest Health Assessment- Mike reported that Keith will report to us as soon as possible, but

that he is very busy.

* HHE Eagle Trail Project Plan — Mike reported that Keith will also work on this as soon as
possible.

* Boundary Marking Paint — Mike wonders if it would be better to use boundary paint in spray
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cans instead of buckets. Steve said it doesn't go on as thickly as paint from buckets and is used
for trees to be cut rather than boundaries. He suggested Mike talk with Keith. Stewart moved
that Mike have the option to purchase paint in either spray cans or buckets, up to a value of
$400. Pat seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

New Business

Bench for Richard Tom

Pat moved to approve FOTW's request to install a bench in memory of Richard Tom on Passing
the Horizon. Julie seconded. Mike reported that there is no town policy regarding benches on
Town property. Discussion followed. The motion was unanimously approved.

Eagles' Trail Maintenance

Mike met with Bill Atwood who recommended taking a hoe and make a channel and then using
3-4 “ saplings in the bottom of the water bars. He estimated one day's work at $1200. Pat
suggested we get Keith's and Mickey's opinion. Pat suggested giving FOTW first dibs on
whatever work is Keith determines to be best practice. Julie moved to offer FOTW whatever
Keith determines to be a fair price, not to exceed $1200, for the best practice work that needs
to be done on the Eagles Trail from Economou Road parking lot to the Missing Link. Stewart
seconded. Motion was unanimously approved.

LHTF -Invasive Species-Wild parsnips (2 days mowing)

Mike reported that Missy said we don't need a bid for mowing at the LHTF and recommended
Ernie Murray on Texas Hill Road, who has a tractor and a small brush hog. His estimate, after
walking the property, is $850 for the six or seven acres, He will meet our time line. Steve moved
we accept Ernie Murray's Tractor Works' estimate. Stewart seconded. The motion was
unanimously approved.

HTF - Invasive Species - Japanese Knotweed — burn/dig/spray?

Pat said she looked where Liz Lee said it was but couldn't find any. Perhaps stinging nettle has
been mistaken for Japanese Knotweed. Mike reported on methods to eradicate it. Steve
suggested we go with Keith's recommendation if it's found to be there. Mike moved that if
Japanese Knotweed is found we'll follow the practice Keith recommends to eradicate it. Pat
seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.

Motorized vehicle damage to trails

Mike has seen all kind of tracks (human, dog, deer, horse, bike, dirt bike, ATV, etc.) and thinks
we should fix the water bars. Steve said he's not ready to close the trails to motorized vehicles
until he's seen the damage. Chris has seen dirt bikes coming from Carse property on the old
woods roads made by motorized vehicles years ago. Chris suggested a no dirt bikes sign where
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the old road enters the Town Forest. Chris also noted that horses are using the FOTW trails from
the Hayden Hill East area. Mike suggested we table the issue until September.

Trails- which committee best for oversight

* Tabled until September

State Centennial Celebration of Town Forests

* Pat said again that she is willing to work with another member of the committee. Corinne
volunteered to help. Julie volunteered to help as long as there is an idea of what to-do. Mike
moved that Pat, Corinne and Julie work on a scavenger hunt and spend no more than $100.
Chris seconded. Motion was unanimously approved.

Frame for State of Vermont House Resolution - Carse Library

* Stewart suggested ReStore in Williston as a source for a frame. Corinne said she might have a
frame. Mike will give the document to Corinne.

HTFC Summer Schedule

* Mike circulated a spreadsheet so committee members could indicate their availability for
summer meetings.

Next meeting
Wednesday, July 8, 2015, 7:00, pm. third floor conference room in the Town Hall

Adjournment
Pat moved to adjourn the meeting. Steve seconded. The motion was unanimously approved. Mike
adjourned the meeting at 8:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Pat Mainer
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