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Tax Appeal Meeting Minutes

BCA Attendees: Sheila Dodd, Gill Coates, Maureen Barnard, Lynn Gardner, Vicki Matthews, Lanny
Dennison, Ken Brown, Mary Hurlie, and Mary Crane
Other Attendees: Marie Gardner and Thomas Giroux

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Reviewed minutes from meeting on 8/17/16. Amendments to add Lynn Gardner to the list of
attendees and to state that Mary Hurlie has recused herself from the Enos tax appeal.

Lanny moved to approve minutes as amended. Lynn seconded. No further discussion or questions.
Unanimous approval.

1** Appeal to be discussed was the Enos property. Property ID 000958. The inspection committee
consisted of Lanny Dennison, Mary Crane and Vicki Matthews.

% %k %k %k %k Report***************************************************************

Glen Enos - Property 000958

We visited the property and although we didn't walk the subdivided parcels our decision was made
due to how the town assesses all subdivided property. We agree with the assessment of the Glen Enos
properties (as long as all similar subdivided properties are treated the same by the town of Hinesburg)
because the land has been subdivided and the Mylar of that subdivision has been filed. We also agree
with the basement garage assessment. It seemed fair in comparison to other assessments of similar
basement garages.
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The inspection committee agrees with the assessment as long as it is consistent with the way other

subdivisions are handled in town. The subdivision was approved by the DRB prior to April 1°* when the
new appraisal year began.
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It was agreed that this is a subdivision and that this is how other subdivisions are handled.
It was again noted that Mary Hurlie would recuse herself from this appeal.

There was a discussion about whether the motion should include language about subdivisions and how
they are handled. In part this came up in the event the appeal is continued to the next step. Lynn
stated that if the appeal is taken to the next step it will be a fresh start.

Vicki made a motion to accept the value of the Enos property as assessed at a total of $309,500 with a
House site value of $199,600.

The motion was seconded by Mary Crane. There were 6 Ayes and 3 Abstentions and the motion
passed.

The next appeal under discussion was that of the Dam property. Property ID 000680.2
The inspection committee was Mary Crane, Vicki and Lanny.

The committee looked at the 9.5 acres of land identified as excluded in the “Use Value Appraisal
Application Form”. They agree that the house site assessment on 2 of the 9.5 acres is assessed
appropriately. There was some discussion about the shape of the remaining 7.5 acres identified as
excluded in the land use contract and whether it was appraised appropriately. Due to its shape as well
as other factors the committee questioned the valuation. After discussion among the BCA it was
determined that we cannot change the assessment, we can only change the allocation. Lynn stated
that the question is do you move to change the allocation or to keep it as is?

The committee decided to withdraw their written report and submit a verbal report.

Mary Hurlie made a motion that the excluded property was correctly allocated by the town assessor
therefore the appraisal should remain as is at $151,400.

The motion was seconded by Lanny Dennison. There were 7 Ayes and 2 abstentions.

The next appeal to be discussed was the Welch Property. This appeal was presented at the meeting on
8/25. Minutes from this meeting were reviewed. There were a few amendments to the minutes
proposed. Gill and Lynn’s names were spelled incorrectly so they need to be corrected. And in one
paragraph the minutes stated that “It was agreed that the house had deteriorated.” This was amended
to state that “Mr. Welch and Ms. Hunt stated that the house had deteriorated.”

Lynn made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. Gill seconded the motion. There were 8 Ayes
and 1 abstention.

The inspection committee for the Welch property was Gill, Lynn and Sheila. Gill shared the report from
the committee. [See report for detail of site visit.]
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A gquestion was asked about why the report did not have a recommendation? Gill stated that the
report simply stated what we observed. There is a separate report with the recommendation of the
committee.

Lynn then gave a verbal review. We met with Chief Koss, Sgt. Casco, Mr. Welch and Ms. Hunt. It seems
obvious that someone is living in the house. Lynn turned on the faucets in the kitchen as well as the
bathrooms and got running water in all. There were beds with bedding, no cobwebs, a large screen TV,
computers, a generator in the garage, fuel in the fuel tanks. There was water damage observed in a
few areas of the house but it seemed to be fairly old. The roof looked almost new. Some rot on fascia
boards and the kitchen door but sound underneath. Some cracks in the front porch.

In the barn there were pressure treated stairs that were sound. Inside it was difficult to see as there
was no light. We borrowed Chief Koss’ flashlight and used light from a phone. Full of stuff and there
was some concern about the load. A wood stove has been used to heat an area of the barn. Some
sections were insulated. There was some minor water staining but the roof looked in good shape in
general. In looking in the downstairs we observed engineered truss rafters. Lynn stated that these are
designed to hold 100-125 lbs/sq foot so there is no concern about the load.

In general the committee was surprised at the condition of the house and the barn. It was nowhere
near as deteriorated as was expected based on the description by Ms. Hunt. Gill was on the committee
three years ago that inspected the property and did not see any further degradation.

Gill then distributed the draft decision. The recommendation of the committee is to maintain the value
at $252,100.

Lynn made a motion to accept the draft decision and maintain the assessment at $252,100.
Ken seconded the motion. There were 8 Ayes in favor of the motion, no Nays and no abstentions.

There was some general discussion about wording in inspection reports. Is it acceptable to include
measurements if we did not measure? The answer was that it is acceptable if the appellant is not
appealing the measurements. Then we can assume they are correct. Lanny stated that he is more
comfortable stating that the measurements appeared to be correct or seemed to be reasonably close if
he did not actually measure. That is also acceptable.

Vicki made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m. Lynn seconded and the meeting was
adjourned.
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