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Hlne sburg HAYSTACK CROSSING

Development Review Board

c/o Alex Weinhagen, Director of Planning and Zoning
Town of Hinesburg

Hinesburg, Vermont 05461

Re: Haystack Crossing

Dear Members of the Development Review Board,

The Village Steering Committee had an opportunity to review the revised sketch plans for the Haystack
Crossing development project. As a reminder, using Hinesburg Zoning Regulations 3.1 and 5.22 as our
reference; the main tenant of the Village Steering Committee is to ensure a rich, vibrant, pedestrian
friendly environment that maintains Hinesburg’s “sense of place” for in the Village Growth Area. There
are specific items we would like the DRB to review when considering this revised plan, they are:

1. Flipped Front facades of commercial buildings along 116 should be revised as shown as they will
cause the following negative impacts as per section 5.22:
a. Reduction of Pedestrian access from residential to commercial.
b. Creates dead facades along 116; removing the vibrant feel we want along the 116
corridor
2. We continue to express the need for the adjoining Busier property design plans to be a part of
the overall design review.
3. Questions on taxes and fees for Community Spaces and new wells.

Flipped Front facades of Commercial buildings along Route 116 should be revised

1> No longer pedestrian friendly access to commercial from residential
The new design has shifted the front facades and parking of the Commercial “front” from facing
Route 116 to now facing the Residential neighborhood. This has resulted in all of the parking for
these establishments to be located between the residential neighborhood and the Commercial
building. This effectively creates a ‘barrier’ between pedestrian traffic from the residential
section of the development to the commercial space. This design as shown would have a
negative impact on pedestrian accessibility and safety trying to navigate this area. Previously
the design had parking focused facing 116, while pedestrians could easily walk up to the back
entrance of the buildings. With this new design, we see two negative results: inaccessible
space for pedestrians from the rear and a false dead front facing 116.

The Village Steering Committee strongly requests this design be revised. Perhaps to the side or
ideally, keep the front fagade facing 116 as in the initial sketch design. They key is to ensure
safe, walkable, direct pedestrian accessibility to the commercial space from the residential.
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Initial Sketch Design — Jan 2014.
Moving west (right to Left) from Route 116 you had:

Route 116

Green space for walking
Parking

Commercial Building
Residential

Allows for car traffic to remain ‘front’ facing of 116; provides
vibrant scene from 116; while allowing pedestrians in
neighborhood ability to walk with limited traffic, up to back
facades of commercial spaces

Pedestrians can walk
up to commercial

Current Sketch Design — May 2014.
Moving west (right to Left) from Route 116 you have:

Route 116

Green space for walking

Commercial Building with ‘dead front’
Parking

Residential

Pedestrians now have to cross
parking lots and traffic
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False dead front facade now along 116 should be avoided

MAY 26, 2014

With the frontage being flipped; this has also caused the fagade facing 116 now to become a
“dead Facade”. By this we mean; you are looking at the back of the buildings with no true
accessibility as you come into town. We expect to see vibrant, livable, accessible spaces. If the
design remains as-is (with the backs to 116) we recommend curb cuts and parking to be made
available along 116 much as there is in front of Kinney Drugs today. This would allow for more
vibrancy on that side of the building. We do not believe that commercial space turned to the

west is in any way viable for the vitality of the village.

Initial Sketch Design —Jan 2014.

With building fronts and parking facing 116, allowed for vibrant
front facade for commuters going through town. The VSC does
recommend that the original parking along 116 be reduced to one
sided perhaps. Furthermore, the VSC recommends access to this
service lane be both at the Riggs road and also one way access
further north close to the little brook. Still could maintain a back
entrance facade for pedestrians. Both front and back of buildings
could be utilized for maximum use.

You want to actually see people using the stores from 116 for
those stores to be viable.
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Current Sketch Design — May 2014.

Only real entrance space is on rear by parking lot.

Along 116 all you will see is the back unused facade of buildings.
At best, they will be “false fronts” meaning rarely if ever used.
Good example of this is Williston on Route 2 today (Panera Bread,

Supercuts)

At worse, just dead backs of buildings.

3> Other Comments / Questions:

a) We continue to recommend the Busier Parcel to be reviewed publically with this
development to ensure compatibility with the overall road design and pedestrian flow. We
recommend the town, and developer, work with Busier’s. Under the best of circumstances
the DRB should advocate for a lively fagade along 116 and then insure that the Busier plan
conform as well.

b) The new use of community gardens and orchards spaces is great and we recommend they
remain in the overall site plan. Question to Developer: Who will maintain these public
parcels? Will this be covered by HOA fees to the residents of Haystack Crossing or part of
the town municipal fees?

c) What are the impacts to town taxes resulting in the need for the new water wells to support
this development? Will the cost be paid by developer? If the Town foresees tax measures;
will that be to all residents of Hinesburg or just those in Village?

Respectfully submitted,

The Hinesburg Village Steering Committee



