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Development Review Board

c/o Alex Weinhagen, Director of Planning and Zoning
Town of Hinesburg

Hinesburg, Vermont 05461

Re: Haystack Crossing

Dear Members of the Development Review Board,

The Village Steering Committee has reviewed the sketch plan information the applicant, Blackrock
Construction, presented at the Feb 18" DRB meeting. As you are aware, the VSC consists of resident
volunteers who primarily reside in the Village of Hinesburg. Our goal in reviewing this application is to
give constructive feedback to ensure the following goals are achieved:

1> Ensure good design and smart growth principles are followed to ensure Hinesburg’s Village
remains, and grows further into, a viable, livable, pedestrian friendly Village core maintaining a
sense of place.

2> Alleviate Fear of growth.  This is a large project, and the residents of Hinesburg (including
ourselves) are very passionate about what our town is going to become. We give some
recommendations below that would help in allowing residents and committee members (many
of whom are laymen to the construction and development industry) to better understand the
scope and impact of this project to our town and Village. This should assist in either alleviating
some fear or allow residents to make better informed, specific feedback on what concerns they
may have.

3> Encourage the continued committed involvement of the Applicant and various town committees
to ensure the end result that, if approved, is a project that has the best possible outcome for the
long term viability of Hinesburg and its residents.

Therefore, please find the following recommendations the Village Steering Committee would like the
DRB to reference when making a decision and share with the Applicant.
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A central theme of the VSC’s mission is to ensure a “Livable, vibrant village that maintains Hinesburg’s
sense of place” so it does not become “Any-town USA” To this end, the VSC recommends the DRB
request the Applicant to perform the following:

1. Applicant should review the existing topography of the property and how the overall site plan
incorporates with that space. Review historical growth patterns of Hinesburg and how
development has been built up over time in our Village around the landscape. For example
how homes cluster to streams or roads. The application should discuss how their plan
incorporates the natural attributes of wetlands, streams and topography into the overall design

2. Applicant should review the existing densities of our Village area and how does that blend with
their plan? We recommend the applicant put together a scale view of the densities of our
Village today along 116 from Mechanicsville RD south to Buck Hill Road. Does the applicant’s
plan have similar densities so as to blend with our existing town landscape?

3. Applicant should prepare and show how their plan incorporates with the whole village.
Currently we only see the actual site plan. We would recommend a view that represents how
their proposed site not only connects with the abutting properties but the size and scale within
the greater village area.

4. We would strongly recommend this Applicant hire an established architect to demonstrate how
larger buildings on the site would be designed. This can be very conceptual. In particular, we
would like to see renderings of the design of the larger commercial buildings fronting 116 and
how that design incorporates the character of Hinesburg Village
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5. We strongly recommend that the abutting Busier family property plans be shown in conjunction
with this plan. At the DRB hearing Feb 18™, Rob Bast spoke on behalf of the Busier family state
they have begun planning to interface with this project. We recommend the Applicant and
Busier family make every effort to show these plans together so the DRB, Various Committees
and the public have an opportunity to review. We feel these two plans are intrinsic to one
another.

The VSC will continue to push for more green design in hew Village development

6. While we see promise in having one Applicant oversee the entire plan, we would like to see
more vision around storm water treatment. Rather than one large pond, we recommend more
‘green’ design and some forward thinking thought around the use of localized storm water
treatment. Some examples include; use of rain gardens, porous pavement materials and other
localized treatment options, to avoid the need for massive rain runoff into a large storm pool

7. VSC would like to see the Applicant commit to an Energy Star rating for all the structures

constructed on the site. Solar orientation may vary, however a consistent high energy standard
is desirable.

Green Space and Mixed Use

8. VSC also commends the Applicant for incorporating the use of the green strip that runs North-
South along Route 116 and in front of the commercial buildings and parking areas as this was a
design goal outlined in the Village Visualization project. However per the Village Visualization
project design goals, we anticipated this strip to be about 2x as wide as shown in this initial
sketch plan.
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9. We further recommend, to cluster higher
density, multi-Use properties to have
greater access to green space. In
particular, per the applicant supplied
document as part of the initial sketch
application, A-haystack-concept-plan-
121113.pdf; In reference to item #8 — “10-
plex multifamily residential” in the lower S-
E corner. TO the VSC it appears to be a
large multi-family complex with concrete
parking lots, this should be redesigned so
they are have greater access to green space
and less concrete.

10. While the VSC commends the Applicant’s
mixed use of commercial and residential in
the larger properties along Rt. 116; we
would like to see a greater inter-mixing of
housing types as well. Many if the building
types (larger multi-family, townhomes, and
smaller single family units) are all clustered
together (See orange boxes left). We
recommend these “types” should be
interspersed and mixed throughout the plan
so as to avoid these clusters.
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Public Use / Community space:

9. Finally, VSC would like to see more forward thinking public use. We recognize the Applicant
incorporating green park area as “public use”, but would like to see some holistic use that will
draw residents into this neighborhood. Ideas are a Multi-Generational Rec Center (such as our
new committee is proposing) or Shared Incubator Office space (much like the Karma Birdhouse
in Burlington)

As stated previously, we do appreciate the Applicant’s time and pro-active feedback with the various
committees of the town. While we do recognize that some of our recommendations do involve further
review and additional investment on behalf of the Applicant, we do believe these recommendations
would be helpful for the Applicant to further the discussions with the Town, Committees and most
importantly the public, as we move forward in this process.

Respectfully submitted,

The Hinesburg Village Steering Committee



