
January 14 2013 
 
To:  Hinesburg Select board 
 
Re:  Draft Memorandum and comments regarding the proposed Public Safety Facility  
 
From:  Hinesburg Village Steering Committee 
 
Dear Select Board Members: 
 
The Hinesburg Village Steering Committee would like to provide you with comments and suggestions in regards to the 
proposed Public Safety Facility. We have had the opportunity to review the proposed design in its current form. We thank the 
Select Board and planning staff for the innovative direction of the design and on the hard work they have put into these 
modifications.  The VSC has decided to refrain from commenting on the Bond measure for the proposed funding of the Public 
Safety Facility as this decision should be left to the residents of Hinesburg on Town Meeting Day.   The VSC is only commenting 
on the overall design quality of the proposed plan. 
 

1. The VSC believes the revised Police Station design in the Public Safety Facility proposal is a good fit architecturally 
for the surrounding Village.   In reviewing the proposed design for the new Police station, the VSC found the 
architectural design of the 2 main buildings with a connector to be a unique design to New England and Vermont. 
Further the VSC found the new parking lot location, placed at the rear of the facility and out of direct view from Route 
116, an improvement over the previous Public Safety Facility design. As such, the VSC finds it is in keeping with the 
“sense of place” of Hinesburg Village and therefore recommends the proposed design. 

 
2. The VSC also believes the Town Common green space is in keeping with the overall public use and livability of the 

Village Core. Maintaining a high quality of life in the village for those who live and work here is a priority we all share.   
To utilize Lot 1 as a Town Common for public use is a good fit.   The proximity to the Creekside neighborhood, 
walkability to nearby retail stores and being adjacent to the public safety facility make this a good location for a Town 
Common green space. 

 
3. The VSC recommends modifying the Lot1 plan to retain the existing Police Station building for public use.  

Preservation of older buildings in the Village is critical to maintain the ‘sense of place’ that is at the core of the VSC’s 
vision.  Therefore, we recommend modifying the Town Common design, in the Lot 1 plan, to ensure the preservation of 
the existing Police Station building.  The current plan denotes that location as simply “old foundation”.  Some 
possible use ideas we discussed were; a public meeting place, a home for the Hinesburg Historical Society or a 
possible commercial rental property managed by the town.  

 
 
We hope that these comments are helpful.  
 
Respectfully submitted by; 
Michael Buscher, George Dameron, Jeff French, Catherine Goldsmith, Rolf Kielman, Aaron Kimball, Jane Starkweather, Dona 
Walker 
 
If further input/elaboration is needed please contact us through our committee’s chair, Dona Walker 


