Joe Colangelo

From: Alex Weinhagen <hinesburgplanning@gmavt.net>
Sent: Tuesday, January 08, 2013 12:02 PM

To: 'Joe Colangelo'

Cc: Peter Erb; Renae Marshall

Subject: Dollar General Store Update

loe,

Regarding the possibility of a Dollar General store coming to Hinesburg, here’s what | know:

Dollar General is a nationwide retailer that bills itself as, “the nation’s largest small-box discount retailer.” According to
its website, Dollar General has over 10,000 stores in 40 states {with 15 located in Vermont), with at typical store size of
7,200 square feet.

On November 6, 2012, | met with an engineer from Trudell Consulting Engineers and a representative from a
development company called Zaremba to discuss the possibility of locating a Dollar General store on the west side of
Route 116, just north of Patrick Brook on property owned by the Bissonette family (i.e., the next piece of developable
land north of Kinney Drugs). Zaremba is apparently a company that develops sites for Dollar General. They explained
that they are in the “due diligence” process, and are gathering information so that Dollar General can make an informed
decision about whether to make an application to locate in Hinesburg. We discussed the particulars of the site they are
considering, the review process, our community’s review standards and requirements for new development, etc. If they
were to make an application, it would be a multi-step review process due to the need to subdivide a new lot from the
Bissonette family property for the project. In addition to the two or three step subdivision review, the project would
also go through a concurrent conditional use and site plan review,

After that meeting, | heard nothing further from the developer or the engineer until receiving a copy of a letter sent to
the Act 250 District Coordinator {Peter Keibel) requesting a determination as to whether development of the parcel of
land in question would require Act 250 review. According to this January 2, 2013 letter, a related entity (Dearborn Land
Investment} is, “in the process of acquiring and developing several parcels of land in Vermont for the construction of
Dollar General retail stores.” The author of the letter (an attorney representing Dearborn Land Investment) explains
why he feels that such a development would not trigger Act 250 review.

I contacted the project engineer today (January 8, 2013) for an update. She confirmed that the possible project area is
still the location mentioned above. She also said that the parties are still in the due diligence phase, so apparently no
decision has been made by Dollar General and its developers as to whether to proceed with permitting. We have
received no development application, and the engineer confirmed that she has not been instructed to submit one at this

time.

Alex Weinhagen

Director of Planning & Zoning

Town of Hinesburg
hinesburgplanning@gmavt.net
www.hinesburg.org - Planning/Zoning page
802-482-2281 ext, 225

10632 Route 116

Hinesburg, VT 05461




