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Hinesburg
MEMORANDUM

TO: Selectboard & Town Administrator
FROM: Alex Weinhagen, Director of Planning & Zoning
DATE: October 31, 2013

RE: Energy Efficiency Interim Zoning Extension

On December 19, 2011, the Selectboard adopted interim zoning to temporarily modify the
energy efficiency standard for new residential dwellings in section 5.23.2 #1 of the Zoning Regulations.
This interim provision was recommended by the Planning Commission due to changes in the Energy Star
program and the VT Residential Building Energy Standards (RBES). See the attached one-page interim
zoning document for a full explanation.

Pursuant to State statute (VSA Title 24, Chapter 117, Section 4415), interim zoning may be
adopted if the Town is conducting studies or is holding a hearing to consider a bylaw revision. That was
the case in 2011, and continues to be the case now. The Planning Commission approved a motion at
their August 28, 2013 meeting to recommend that the current interim zoning regulations be made
permanent. | am in the process of warning a formal Planning Commission public hearing on this zoning
change — tentatively for their December 11 meeting.

Interim zoning is limited to two years in duration; however, the Selectboard does have the
option of extending it for one additional year. The current interim zoning provision will expire on
December 19, 2013. Due to timing, the Selectboard will not be able to act on any permanent zoning
change recommended by the Planning Commission ahead of the December 19 deadline. As such, it’s
important that the Selectboard extend the current interim zoning for one more year. Pursuant to 24
VSA Section 4415a, such an extension first requires a public hearing which must be warned in the
newspaper at least 15 days ahead of time. | recommend that you warn such a hearing for your
December 16, 2013 meeting, and act to extend the interim zoning after the close of the hearing. | will
be at that meeting for several other agenda items, and can help answer any questions that come up.
I've attached a hearing notice that complies with the requirements of 24 VSA Section 4444.

Please let me know how you would like to proceed. Without action, the interim zoning
provision will expire, and new residential construction will be required to meet Energy Star
requirements, which the Planning Commission feels are too onerous as a mandatory provision.
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