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Michael Weisel <mweisel5@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 3, 2014 at 2:29 PM

To: Trevor Lashua <tlashua@hinesburg.org>, Rocky Martin <hinesburgpw@gmavt.net>, Mike Anthony
<hinesburghighway @gmavt.net>

Hi all,

Forwarding a reply from Andy Rowe regarding the slope work at Thistle Hill. It sounds as if the addition of the
underdrains and the flattening of the slope have done their job and the area is finally stable. Rocky or Mike,
have either of you had a look at the repair area and the pavement above it recently? With the reference rocks
now gone, it would seem the only guide we have is a visual inspection for slumps, cracks, settlements, etc.

Mike

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Andrew Rowe" <andy@ldengineering.com>
Date: November 3, 2014 10:57:05 AM EST

To: "Mike Weisel" <mweisel5@gmail.com>

Cc: "Bart™ <bart@sterlingconstructioninc.com>
Subject: RE: Thistle Hill

Hi Mike —

I understand from Bart that the Hinesburg Selectboard will be discussing the takeover of the
streets in Thistle Hill on November 17. Bart also said that there was also an inquiry about
checking the elevations of the boulders at the hammerhead on Thistle Hill Drive.

A portion of the boulder wall adjacent to the hammerhead was removed and replaced with an
earth slope — see attached photos from June & September. The hammerhead and slope work
was located within the easement area to the Town and common land on the north side of the
Thistle Hill Drive right of way. During this work, groundwater was encountered at the toe of the
old boulder wall. The work included the installation of 3 underdrain pipes at the toe of the new
slope and 2 swales adjacent to the remaining boulder wall at the north end. Each of these
provides relief for groundwater that was being trapped at the toe of the boulder wall. Two of
the underdrains are connected to a curtain drain which runs parallel to the toe of the new earth
slope, near the bottom of that slope. The southern underdrain pipe runs intermittently after
heavy precipitation events. Bart has been keeping an eye on the underdrain outlets and swales
- see pictures attached from 10/27/14. The north underdrain has only trickled water at the
time of installation and once since; generally it remains dry. The third underdrain is connected
to the stone bedding at and near the catch basin at the north end of the hammer head (CB
#19A). This pipe has never had any water in it. See picture attached with blade of grass in

pipe.

The southern swale, running from the remaining boulder wall to the north of the new earth
embankment and into the wetlands, remains damp or trickles water constantly. See picture
from 10/4/14. The north swale has occasional dampness and has mostly grown in with plants.
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The original underdrain that is connected to the stone bedding at Catch Basin #18 (on the
south-east side of Thistle Hill Drive in front of Lot 5) that was installed in December, 2010 runs
occasionally. This pipe will flow after major weather events, and may run for several days at a
time.

Where this work was done, the boulders were either removed or relocated to the toe of the
slope. Therefore, most of the boulders that were being used as benchmarks are now gone.
After the slope work was completed, Bart waited for several weeks before replacing the
pavement — until the slope was well vegetated and the gravel subbase at the hammerhead had
-ample time to be compacted. Since the slope work was completed, andthen p',aved, there has
been no evidence of movement. if needed, Bart and | would be happy to meet with you onsite.

Andy Rowe
Lamoureux & Dickinson
878-4450
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