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June 18, 2015 

 
Attending the meeting; Mike Bissonette, Andrea Morgante, Tom Ayer, Jon Trefry, Renae Marshall, and attached 

list.  

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Executive Session – 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a) (2) [Real Estate] 

Jon moved the Board consider a motion to find that premature general public disclosure would place the 

municipality at a substantial disadvantage with the proposed sale or purchase of real estate in which the 

municipality is a party.  Second by Andrea and approved with 4 yes votes. 

 

Andrea moved the Board consider a motion to enter executive session, to include the Town Administrator, under 

the provisions of 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a) (2).  Second by Tom and approved with 4 yes votes. 

 

Tom moved the Board come out of executive session, second by Andrea and approved with 4 yes votes. 

 

Public comment, Rob Farley and James Donegan stated they needed to leave shortly.  Mike B with the approval of 

the Board agreed to interview them first for the PC openings. 

 

There were no changes to the agenda. 

 

Interviews for the Planning Commission – 2 seats 

Rob Farley is interested in serving so he can be a part of the solution to planning for the future of Hinesburg. 

He has a background in natural resources.   

Andrea asked Rob for examples of participation on other boards or within groups.  Rob said he has served on the 

Conservation Commission and Iroquois Rescue.  In his work he works individually and with other groups. 

 

James Donegan is interested in shaping the future of Hinesburg for his family and his local business. 

In answer to Andrea’s question he noted he has coached at CVU and says working in a group will be a new 

experience for him. 

Tom asked about James ideas on growth of business in the Village Growth area.  James said he is supportive of 

businesses such as those that now occupy the Saputo plant. 

 

John Kiedasch said he has been involved in planning and land use as an individual and would like to bring those 

skills to the Planning Commission. 

In answer to Andrea’s question he stated being an architect for 40 years required working with others and he 

worked sometimes in a management position. 

Jon asked how John feels the regulations and Town Plan are working.   John said he would like to see better 

communication between the Planning Commission and other CBC’s. 

 

Barbara Fourauer said she sees this as the right time to use her experience and knowledge for the Town. 

In response to Andrea’s question, Barbara said as a teacher she worked with many types of personalities and 

groups. 

Answering Jon’s question, Barbara said she is concerned about the environment and impacts of development. 
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Consider Adopting the FY16 Water/Wastewater Budget and Setting Rates 

The capital budget and rate setting are not included in this. 

 

Jon moved the Board consider a motion to adopt the FY16 Water/Wastewater Budget.  Second by Andrea and 

approved with 4 yes votes. 

 

 Consider Approving the Contract with ISI (water treatment and supply project) 

Rocky reviewed the changes in the contract with the Board. 

 

Jon moved the Board consider a motion to approve the contract with ISI as presented, and authorize the Town 

Administrator to execute the agreement.  Second by Andrea and approved with 4 yes votes. 

 

Consider Warning a Special Meeting for Vote on Repeal of Stormwater Regulations 

Jon moved the board consider a motion to warn a special meeting for Tuesday, July 28, 2015, with polls to be open 

from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of considering the following question:  

Shall the changes to the Zoning and Subdivision Regulations, as approved on May 18, 2015, by the Hinesburg 

Selectboard be repealed?   Motion second by Tom. 

Andrea noted there would have been an opportunity for an amendment to the portions of the regulations being 

questioned but the Board was not sure how that might work. 

Jon said the Planning Commission will need to come up with a change but not necessarily throw out the entire 

document and start again. 

Andrea asked if absentee ballots will be available and was told they will. 

Tom asked if the Board can just repeal the new regulations and make adjustments.   

It was agreed that in order to keep the regulations from being active they need to be repealed. 

Motion voted and approved with 4 yes votes. 

 

 

 Consider Approving the Carry-Forward of Funds from FY15 to FY16 

With the close of FY15 looming, there are two sets of funds proposed for carry-forward at this time. The first is the 

$9,000 currently envisioned for the highway garage replacement planning/scoping project in Highway Professional 

Services. The second is $7,800 from Buildings and Facilities Repair and Maintenance. Carrying these funds 

forward allows projects at Town Hall – such as long-awaited interior painting – to occur.  

Tom asked about estimates and work anticipated at the Town Hall 

  

Jon moved the Board consider a motion to carry forward, from FY15 to FY16, $9,000 from Highway Professional 

Services for the purpose of conducting a highway garage replacement planning study and $7,800 from Buildings 

and Facilities Repairs and Maintenance for the purpose of completing applicable projects at Town Hall.  

Second by Andrea and approved with 5 yes votes. 

 

 

11. Town Administrator’s Report 

 

a. Water loss/leak update – As of this writing, there is optimism that the leak can be found in the Thistle Hill 

neighborhood. In the meantime, thanks to the new/Wainer wells, the Town was able to refill the storage 

tank for the first time in nearly five weeks.  
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b. Scope of Work for Water/Wastewater Allocation Award – This has been moved to the July 2
nd

 meeting, and 

can be effectively “paired” with the conversation on the Planning Commission’s letter recommending the 

adoption of interim bylaws. Also to consider/discuss – is the Planning Commission the appropriate panel to 

perform the work, or is a specialized/task-specific committee? 

c. Planning Commission letter recommending interim bylaws – The letter is included in packets, and 

scheduled for discussion on July 2
nd

.  

d. FY15 Budget Status report – The plan is to include this in the packets for Thursday night.  

e. Town Plan Discussion – At the July 2
nd

 meeting we should be able to set a review schedule. One idea is to 

first review and discuss the adopt plan, and then break review of the proposed plan down by its chapters.  

f. Lake Iroquois Recreation District Board resignation – Michelle Fischer has tendered her resignation from 

the Lake Iroquois Recreation District Board, effective when a replacement is found. Jon moved the Board 

vote to accept the resignation of Michelle, second by Mike B.  Andrea asked to amend the motion to 

include thanking Michelle for her service to the Town.  Jon and Mike B agreed to the amendment, motion 

voted as amended and approved with 4 yes votes. 

g. Boards, Committees, Commissions – Counting Michelle’s resignation, the Town has 22 vacancies on its 

various boards, committees, and commissions. If you know of anyone who may be interested in serving the 

community, please encourage them to volunteer.  

h. Northern Sun Music Festival – Just a quick reminder that the festival begins Friday. 

i. St. George Fire Protection Contract – The proposed contract has been sent to the folks in St George for 

review as well. They are planning to discuss and possibly act as early as this Thursday.   

j. Meeting length and consent agendas – Lately it seems that meeting length is extending. One possibility to 

bend that curve is the creation of a consent agenda, where multiple administrative items could effectively 

be handled with one motion. Members would still be able to remove any item from the consent agenda 

upon request. Examples of items could be the minutes and warrants. This would include a process where 

the minutes would be distributed earlier than the general packet so that proposed changes of a 

typographical/copy editing nature could be made prior to review and action at a meeting.  

k. Highway staffing – Staff is checking references on a pair of applicants. Filling both open spots would place 

the department back at full-strength (four full-time positions).  

l. Police staffing – Chief Koss has recommended that Sgt. Casco be appointed to the full-time slot effective 

July 1
st
. This would return the HCPD to full-strength (as far as full-time positions go).  

m. Planning and Zoning staffing – Advertisements and job postings are out in a variety of digital locations.  

 

 

Selectboard items 

Tom asked about the job vacancies.  Renae said they are interviewing for the open Highway positions. 

 

Warrants 

Jon moved the Board vote to approve the warrants, including payroll, as submitted by the Town Treasurer.   Second 

by Tom and approved with 4 yes votes. 

 

Minutes 

Andrea moved the Board vote to approve the minutes of 6/3/15 as amended.  Second by Tom and approved. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie Spadaccini, secretary 


