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                                               SELECTBOARD MEETING     DRAFT 
                                                           12/21/15 

         
Attending the meeting; Mike Bissonette, Tom Ayer, Andrea Morgante, Phil Pouech, Jon Trefry, Trevor Lashua and 

attached list. 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

There was no public comment. 

Andrea asked to add to the agenda conversation with David and Bill about VT Gas. 

This will be item 4.5 

 
 Discussion of the 2016 Legislative Session with Rep. Lippert and Sen. Zuckerman  

David Zuckerman State Senator for Chittenden County spoke about the work of the agriculture and education 

committees on which he serves. The Ag committee will be reviewing water quality and the education committee 

focusing on the ACT 46 bill. 

Bill Lippert is chairing the House Health Care Committee which will be addressing Medicaid issues specifically as 

related to the budget. 

Phil asked about education consolidation.  David said that does not necessarily mean closing schools, it could be 

the combining of small schools and divide classes so both schools remain but would result in savings such as lower 

teacher costs. 

Jon said poverty and hunger in Vermont has a lot of organizations addressing those issues, he asked if anything is 

being done to see how these agencies are performing.  Bill spoke about the Results Based Accountability. 

Frank Koss addressed the legalization of marijuana and said the Police Chiefs are opposed.  Frank said he 

specifically feels it important to have local control around that issue. 

Frank also addressed proposed changes for suspended licenses. 

Trevor noted several items of concern; workers comp / vicious dog regulations relating to on site and off site / 

warning dates and effective period for municipal regulations. 

Andrea spoke about utilities and her concern in the way the VT Gas has operated. If the project is proceeding 

without all the landowner agreements something is wrong.  She said the legislatures need to be aware of the Public 

Service Board is working. 

 

Board/Committee/Commission Visits and FY17 Budget Discussions 

Lenore Budd highlighted work done by the Trails Committee in 2015 and plans for 2016.  The committee is 

requesting $750 for operating expenses and $500 for bridge replacement for total of $1,250.00. 

Phil thanked the committee for all the work they do. 

 

Allison Lesure presented the Conservation Commissions budget. She spoke about the activities of the commission 

for 2015.  The commission is not including a request for funding for the Lake Iroqois Assoc this year as the 

Association will be coming to the Board with a specific request though they noted their support the work of the 

Association. They requesting $2,500 for land acquisition as the fund is running low. 

 

Lake Iroquois Association – Pat Suozzi and Jamie Carroll reported for the Association.  Last year they continued to 

work on education of water quality and supported the greeter shed at the fishing access. 

Jamie spoke of the Associations work regarding the milfoil problem.  In addition to the ongoing $5,000 request 

they are asking for an additional $30,000 for 5 years to support a plan to remove the milfoil.  They are also asking 

the Town to be a co-applicant for the application and grants. 

This will be brought back to the Board at the Jan 11 meeting with more specific information. 

 

Affordable Housing – Carl Bohlen said they are requesting an update be done to the Housing Needs Assessment 

done in 2010.  This will cost $4,000.Andrea suggested more information be available for residents on how to create 

accessory apartments which can create affordable housing as well as additional income for the homeowner. 
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Presentation of and Discussion on Community Development Revolving Loan Fund 

Melissa Levy and Steve Gladstone reviewed the work of the committee and their proposal to partner with Addison 

County Economic Development Corp as administrator of the fund. 

 

Phil moved the Board vote to authorize use of up to $3,500 of the fund to allow the Economic Development 

Committee to engage with Addison County Economic Development Corp to develop a process to administer 

Hinesburg’s Revolving Economic Loan Fund and to authorize the Town Administrator to sign contracts as 

appropriate.  Second by Tom and approved with 5 yes votes. 

 

Consider Approving the CSWD Drop-Off Center Lease Agreement Extension 

The Board reviewed the agreement extension. 

Jon moved the Board consider a motion to approve the lease agreement by and between the Town of Hinesburg and 

the Chittenden Solid Waste District for the drop-off center located at 907 Beecher Hill Road, and authorize the 

Town Administrator to execute the agreement no later than the calendar year.  Second by Phil and approved with 5 

yes votes. 

 

 Consider Authorizing the Town Tax Collector to Levy and Collect Delinquent Taxes 

This is the annual authorization for Town Clerk/Treasurer Melissa Ross, who moonlights as the Tax Collector, to 

levy and collect delinquent taxes. The total amount to be collected for tax year 2015 is $301,717.12.  

 

Tom moved the Board consider a motion to authorize the Tax Collector to collect delinquent taxes for tax year 

2015.  Second by Andrea and approved with 5 yes votes. 

 

 Consider Reappointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions 

Andrea moved the Board consider a motion to reappoint the members listed (see attached list) to the various 

Boards, Committees, and Commissions, for the terms listed on the enclosure for this item. Second by Phil and 

approved with 5 yes votes. 

 

 

Town Administrator’s Report 

 

a. Water Supply and Treatment facility – Construction began this week. The warm weather, while not good 

for those interested in skiing and riding, has been a boon to the project so far.  

b. Holiday schedule – Town Hall is closed on 12/24 and 12/25 (Thursday and Friday). I will be out of Town 

on 12/29 and 12/30 (Tuesday and Wednesday) of the following weeks as well; Renae will be your contact 

for any questions, concerns, etc. for those days.  

c. Regional Planning Commission Road Erosion Inventory project – The Chittenden County Regional 

Planning Commission is putting together an application for funding to perform road erosion inventories 

during FY17 for towns. The inventories are a critical first step in preparing for the acquisition of the soon-

to-be-required State Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP). Staff has indicated that Hinesburg is 

interested in participating.  

d. Irrevocable Offer of Dedication and Easement Deed for Meadow Mist – Review by the Town Attorney has 

been completed, and the changes identified forwarded to the developer. These documents will be presented 

to the Board for consideration and action once all questions and concerns have been resolved.  
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Selectboard items; 

Mike B said the budget status in at 5% above at this time, Board members agreed they do not want an increase any 

higher than the 5% and want to work to try to get it lower. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Phil moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of warrants and minutes of 12/17 meeting.  Second by Jon 

and approved with 5 yes votes. 

 

Jon moved the Board adjourn at 10:10 p.m. second by Phil and approved with 5 yes votes. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie Spadaccini, secretary 


