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Annotated Agenda 
02/01/16 

         

 

 

 
2. Executive Session – 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a) (2) [Real Estate] 

 

Guests:  (1) None expected.  

    

Enclosures:  (1) None.  

 

Executive session is required to discuss real estate negotiations (related to the sale of the old police station, specifically 

potential amendments to the purchase and sale agreement). To enter executive session requires a pair of motions. The first 

motion is a “finding” that executive session is both necessary and allowed in statute. The second motion is the one to enter 

executive session. Action taken as a result of executive session discussions must occur in open session. 

 

Consider a motion to find that premature general public disclosure would place the municipality at a substantial 

disadvantage with the proposed sale or purchase of real estate in which the municipality is a party.  

 

Consider a motion to enter executive session, to include the Town Administrator, under the provisions of 1 V.S.A. § 313 

(a) (2).  

 

5. Vermont Electric Cooperative Presentation on Proposed Solar Array on Magee Hill Road 

 

Guests:  (1) Andrea Cohen, Vermont Electric Cooperative 

 (2) Chad Farrell, Encore Redevelopment 

    

Enclosures:  (1) Power Point presentation on the proposed array from Vermont Electric Cooperative/Encore 

(2) Email from Alex Weinhagen, Planning and Zoning Director, re proposed array, solar siting 

regulations, etc. 

(3) Map 1 – Solar context 

(4) Map 2 – Solar site 

(5) Map 3 – Primary resources 

(6) Map 4 – Secondary resources 

 

Representatives of the Vermont Electric Cooperative (VEC) requested time to present information on a proposed solar 

array on Magee Hill Road. Staff has heard from neighbors of the proposed array who are planning to attend and are 

interested in participating in the discussion.  

 

The maps included in the packets were produced by Alex for the Planning Commission, which is also in the process of 

reviewing proposed changes to the zoning regulations related to solar projects. Representatives of VEC met with the 

Energy Committee previously.  

 

Action is neither required nor anticipated.  
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6. Consider Proposed Changes to the Town Forest Management Plan  

  

Guests:  (1) Pat Mainer, Chair, Town Forest Committee 

 (2) Members of the Town Forest Committee have been invited to attend  

     

Enclosures:  (1) Town Forest Committee language related to management plan changes (see page 2 of the pdf file) 

 

The Town Forest Committee is proposing changes to the Town Forest Management Plan that would prohibit camping and 

fires within the Town Forest unless associated with a public event. Town Forest Committee chair Pat Mainer will be in 

attendance and can explain in much greater detail.  

 

Consider a motion to adopt the proposed changes to the Town Forest Management Plan, adding sections 3.2.2.7 and 

3.2.2.8 as proposed by the Town Forest Committee, prohibiting camping and fires.  

 

7. Discuss Changes to the Water and Wastewater Ordinances 

 

Guests:  (1) None expected.  

     

Enclosures:  (1) Timeline for the respective “generations,” proposed changes (to be presented Monday) 

 

The first meeting of the ordinance “task force” (Board members Jon Trefry and Phil Pouech, Erik Bailey, Renae Marshall, 

and the administrator) is scheduled Wednesday at 7 a.m. The task force is charged with facilitating the development and 

review of ordinance changes for the Selectboard. The timeline presented Monday night will lay out potential next steps. A 

complete “track changes” version of the water use ordinance may also be available for Monday night.  

 

Action is neither required nor anticipated.  

 

8. Consider Approving Scope of Work for Old Police Station/Connector Road Site Plan (Includes discussion of 

conceptual budget estimate) 

 

Guests:  (1) None expected.  

     

Enclosures:  (1) Connector Road – concept sketch from Otter Creek Engineering (OCE) 

  (2) Conceptual cost estimate for the connector road and associated infrastructure 

(3) Proposed scope of work from OCE for site plan and construction assistance 

(4) Budget worksheet – total “cost” of old Police Station sale 

 

Otter Creek Engineering (OCE) was the engineering firm for the new Police Station project, and as such, has a significant 

amount of data and other information already in hand. The proposed scope of work formalizes the relationship with the 

Town, provides needed site plan assistance for the Development Review Board (DRB) process, and would extend the 

assistance through construction.  

 

There is also a budget worksheet that attempts to “rough-in” the total costs of the old Police Station sale and component 

pieces. The budget worksheet shows that the sale may “cost” the Town $3,200 in the aggregate – a number that is likely to 

change following review of the materials and continued development of the site plan. That “cost” results in the completion 

of the connector road (required by Act 250 as part of the approval for the new Police Station), sidewalks, and other 

infrastructure. The sale of the old Police Station is the source of all project funds.  
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A meeting with the prospective buyers this week was helpful for both sides. The goal is to close on March 31
st
 as 

originally planned, provided the two March meetings of the DRB result in the necessary approvals.  

 

Consider a motion to authorize the Town Administrator to finalize and sign a scope of work with Otter Creek Engineering 

for an amount not to exceed $17,000 for site plan, design, and construction assistance related to the connector road and 

old Police Station sale. Costs associated with the site plan and other work to be paid from the proceeds of the old Police 

Station sale. 

 

9. Consider Approving the Annual Certificate of Highway Mileage 

 

Guests:  (1) None expected.  

     

Enclosures:  (1) 2016 Certificate of Highway Mileage and letter from VTrans  

 

This is the annual approval of the certificate of highway mileage filed with the Vermont Agency of Transportation 

(VTrans). The certificate is the basis for the state highway aid calculations (rates are established for each category of 

miles). State highway aid is the only annual aid provided by state government to local government. The deadline for 

action is February 10
th
.  

 

Consider a motion to approve the 2016 certificate of highway mileage.  

 

10. Town Administrator’s Report 

 

a. Appointments to vacant seats on Boards, Committees, Commissions – There are a number of interviews with 

candidates penciled in for the 2/15 meeting.  

b. VT Gas and Geprags Park – We will endeavor to have an update for Monday evening.  

c. FY16 Budget status discussion – The agenda for the 2/15 meeting includes a discussion on the status of the FY16 

budget. With more than half of the fiscal year gone, it’s an opportune time to stop and take a look at where we are 

and where we’re going.  

d. Town Meeting budget assignments – Town Meeting budget assignments will need to be determined during the 

2/15 meeting. 

e. Town Meeting tune-up and Local Government Day in the Statehouse – VLCT’s annual, “Town Meeting Tune-

Up,” event is scheduled for Wednesday, 2/3, for local officials who may be interested. “Local Government Day” 

at the Vermont Statehouse is scheduled for one week later (Wednesday, 2/10). Let us know if you have any 

interest in attending either, and we’ll coordinate the registration process with you/for you (your choice). Local 

Government Day is that special time of year when scores of local elected and appointed officials descend upon 

Montpelier and attempt to remind the Legislature that communities are at the very core of what makes Vermont a 

special place to live. And there are usually cookies…  

 


