
 
      
 
 
 

 

 

 

To: The Hinesburg Selectboard 

From: Trevor M. Lashua, Town Administrator 

Date: March 19, 2016 

Re: “Frequently Asked Questions” regarding the proposed pipeline crossing of Geprags Park and the 

proposed agreement. 

 

The questions and answers are in no particular order. Information is culled from a variety of sources, 

including but not limited to Vermont Gas, the Town Attorney, and public documents.  

 

1. Extension of the existing distribution pipeline along Richmond Road to the intersection with 

North Road is part of the proposed agreement. What are the costs to convert to natural gas, 

particularly for the residents of the two mobile home parks within the extension corridor? 

Vermont Gas has stated that there will be no cost to bring natural gas service to the “side” of a 

mobile home. Most existing heating systems can be converted, and conversion burners can be 

rented from Vermont Gas for $23 per month with no upfront costs. To purchase a high efficiency 

unit is more expensive, and can cost an estimated $3,000 or more. Vermont Gas provides a $400 

rebate to customers who have purchased such systems. The actual cost to connect or convert may 

vary based upon the needs and resources of the homeowner or business owner. The distribution 

extension must occur within two years of the approval of the proposed agreement.  

2. Where does the distribution line currently stop on Richmond Road, and will the distribution line 

extension be co-located with the existing water lines? 

The distribution line currently stops near the ledge/outcropping on the Iroquois Manufacturing 

site. The proposed agreement, as well as current Town policy and practice, prohibits the co-

location of the gas line with municipal water lines.  

3. How many natural gas customers are there currently, and how many potential customers are in 

the Richmond Road-North Road extension corridor? 

Currently there are more than 400 natural gas customers (residences and businesses) in Hinesburg; 

Vermont Gas estimates 80% of the potential connections to the distribution system have been 

made. Another 200 households are estimated to be within the Richmond Road-North Road 

extension corridor.  

4. Are there additional details about the low income household discount? 

According to Vermont Gas, the low income household rate includes a discount of 20% on a 

qualified household’s natural gas bill. Eligibility is determined by the State (through the 

Department of Children and Families). Households with incomes at or less than 185% of the 

federal poverty level are eligible. The table shows the federal poverty levels for 2016 for three 

categories of households. All Vermont Gas customers pay a small charge (less than $1.50) on 

monthly bills to support the program. 

  2016 Federal Poverty Levels (Per U.S. Department of Health and Human Services) 

 

Household Size 

Annual Income @ 100% 

Federal Poverty Level 

Annual Income @ 185% 

Federal Poverty Level 

One-person  $11,880 $21,978 

Four-person  $24,300 $44,955 

Eight-person $40,890 $75,646 

 



5. A protection plan for the golden winged warbler habitat is referenced in the proposed 

agreement and other documents – has that plan been drafted? 

The protection plan was received Friday, 3/19. A copy was sent directly to the chair of the 

Conservation Commission as well. It is available online (see the 3/21 Selectboard meeting packet) 

and by request. The protection plan was written by Audobon Vermont.  

6. A small group of residents and the Conservation Commission have filed for intervenor status 

with the Public Service Board. What does that mean, and what is the current status of those 

filings? 

According to the Public Service Board’s Citizen’s Guide to the Vermont Public Service Board’s 

Section 248 Process, an intervenor is an individual or organization granted status as a formal party 

in the Public Service Board’s proceedings. Intervenor status allows an individual, group or 

organization to participate in hearings, provide testimony, and so on, as any other formal party 

could. The Public Service Board determines intervenor status by considering the following 

criteria: (1) whether or not there is a demonstrated “substantial interest which may be adversely 

affected by the outcome”; (2) whether or not that interest is adequately protected by other parties; 

(3) whether or not alternative options are available to protect those interests; and (4) whether or 

not intervention will, “unduly delay the proceeding or prejudice the interests of existing parties or 

the public.” The Public Service Board has not yet determined the intervenor status of those who 

have filed for it, and that decision likely determines the Public Service Board process timeline 

moving forward. Vermont Gas, through its legal representation, is challenging the requests for 

intervenor status.  

7. What will the Town do with the $75,000 payment included in the proposed agreement? 

No decision has been made at this time. The Selectboard will make that determination at a public 

meeting at a later date.  

8. Will Vermont Gas pay property taxes, and if so, is there an estimate of the amount? 

The latest estimate from Vermont Gas is that the company will pay more than $400,000 for the 

transmission pipeline. This estimate also assumes that payments begin in July 2017. The property 

tax bill on the existing distribution network, according to Vermont Gas, is approximately $42,000.  

9. Does the transmission pipeline have any direct benefit for the Hinesburg? 

No. The purpose of the transmission pipeline, known as the Addison Natural Gas Project, is to 

provide natural gas service to residents and businesses in Addison County. An estimated six miles 

of transmission pipeline will cross public and private property in Hinesburg on its way south.  

10. How does the cost of natural gas compare with other home heating options, especially when 

considering the drop in oil prices? 

Vermont Gas provided supplemental information on costs, which can be found on the Town’s 

website (see the 3/21 meeting packet) in its entirety. The chart below is taken from a 2016 report 

by the Department of Public Service, and shows the year-over-year comparisons in prices for 

natural gas, propane, and home heating oil.  



 
 

11. When will the communication and collaboration with the Conservation Commission, as 

specified in the proposed agreement, begin? 

Vermont Gas representatives recently attended a Conservation Commission meeting, and the two 

groups have been discussing various components of the project and implementation of the 

agreement via email. The Conservation Commission sent a list of questions recently, that Vermont 

Gas is hoping to answer within the next week. Those questions can be found on the Town’s 

website (see the 3/21 Selectboard meeting packet).  

 


