
Robert Thiefels 

566 Piette Meadow Rd. 

Hinesburg, VT 05461 

March 20, 2016 

 

To: Select board Members 

 

Subject:  Proposed Agreement with Vermont Gas to Extend Existing Service Line to North Rd 

 

Dear Members of the Select board: 

 

Some members of the select board have expressed that their support for the agreement with VGS 

rests on a strong desire to provide affordable energy to the communities along Richmond and 

North Road intersection.  I share this concern. However, on researching the details, I cannot 

support the current agreement for the following reasons, which I hope you too will take into 

consideration: 

 

In Conversation with Vermont Gas on Friday, March 18
th

, 2016, I was informed that only trailers 

that are sitting on concrete pads would be eligible for hookups to natural gas. 

 

On Friday in order to determine how many trailers were on pads, I visited LLL; and on Saturday 

several community members got together and investigated Sunset Villa.  Of the 62 trailers in 

LLL only 7 are on pads, and of the approximately 65 trailers in Sunset Villa only 4 or 5 are on 

pads.  This would mean then that two areas of potentially high hookups for natural gas are 

approximately 92 % ineligible for hookups. The owners of both trailer parks express an interest 

in having gas lines extended, but they have no intention of placing pads under trailers, which is 

quite costly to do, except as any given site is vacated. It could be years before even a minimal 

number of trailer owners are eligible to hook up to natural gas.  Since putting in a pad can cost 

anywhere from $4000.00 up, it would not seem likely that trailer owners would incur such cost 

in order to be eligible for gas hookup, particularly given the fact that they rent the space beneath 

a trailer that they own.  

 

Furthermore, I am aware that the community of homes in the Birchwood Ln. section was built by 

the Giroux family.  Bob Giroux informed me that all the homes were originally set up to use oil, 

and that many no doubt still were.  I talked to six people in the community.  Four of those were 

using oil. These people also pointed out their neighbors, all of whom were also on oil. My 

educated guess from this basic preliminary research is that at least 75% of the homes there are on 

oil.  This would mean that with any education concerning the financial gain or loss of converting 

from oil to natural gas, most would not opt to do so since conversion costs are quite high, and the 

price of gas is currently higher than oil.    

 

Should the need arise, these people of course would be contacted and informed about those costs. 

 

These three communities make up the bulk of inhabitants along the proposed extension. Vermont 

Gas will determine whether or not it makes sense to extend service in part on the basis of how 

many new customers they will be able to gain.  In my conversation with staff at VGS, they 



indicated that they would survey potential customers to make that determination prior to 

extending service. However, it seems highly likely that once Vermont Gas   finds out how few 

people could actually hookup to their services, they will not find it economically feasible to 

extend the line.  There would be little if any benefit for them to do so. To back this up, I was told 

on Friday in my conversation with Sandy at Vermont Gas (Sandy was the person I was 

connected to when I told the receptionist I had questions regarding the extension of the existing 

line.) that if there were not enough households that could be hooked up, Vermont Gas would 

approach the town to try and opt out of the line extension. Sandy was under the impression that 

the Agreement with the Selectboard was still in place.  

 

Finally, as the line extension seemed to be such an integral part of the proposed agreement with 

Vermont Gas, and since it now appears that extending the line would have little benefit to most 

people in that area, low income or not, I ask you as a select board member, to reconsider the 

presumed benefit that this extension would have for lower income families in those 

neighborhoods. The current terms of Hinesburg's agreement do not guarantee that affordable 

energy will be delivered.   The facts of the matter, the conditions placed by Vermont Gas 

regarding hookups, and the admissions of Vermont Gas regarding feasibility related to numbers 

bear this out.  

 

I submit this statement to each of you and ask that it be included in the record of your 

proceedings.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robert Thiefels 

  

 

 


