
	  

	  
	  
	  
Trevor	  Lashua	  
Town	  Administrator	  
Town	  of	  Hinesburg	  
By	  email	  
	  
March	  17,	  2016	  
	  
Dear	  Mr.	  Lashua:	  
	  
Vermont	  Gas	  currently	  provides	  natural	  gas	  service	  to	  about	  400	  Hinesburg	  residents	  and	  
businesses.	  	  Under	  the	  stipulated	  agreement	  between	  the	  Town	  of	  Hinesburg	  and	  Vermont	  
Gas,	  we	  are	  looking	  forward	  to	  making	  natural	  gas	  service	  available	  to	  almost	  200	  more	  
residents	  per	  the	  map	  we	  have	  previously	  shared.	  	  	  
	  
In	  affirmation	  of	  the	  agreement	  between	  the	  Town	  and	  Vermont	  Gas,	  the	  company	  will	  
work	  to	  permit	  and	  build	  this	  service	  this	  construction	  season	  as	  an	  extension	  of	  our	  
existing	  distribution	  system	  in	  Hinesburg	  rather	  than	  wait	  to	  complete	  construction	  of	  the	  
mainline	  transmission	  line	  to	  Middlebury.	  	  This	  will	  provide	  service	  (including	  energy	  
efficiency	  services	  such	  as	  energy	  audits)	  to	  interested	  residents	  of	  Triple	  L,	  Sunset	  MHP,	  
and	  Sunny	  Acres	  later	  this	  year.	  
	  
For	  your	  information,	  we	  are	  also	  making	  good	  progress	  on	  plans	  for	  conservation	  and	  
protection	  of	  the	  golden-‐winged	  warbler.	  	  We	  will	  implement	  	  warbler	  protection	  programs	  
regardless	  of	  the	  disposition	  of	  the	  agreement	  between	  the	  Town	  and	  Vermont	  Gas.	  	  We	  
agree	  with	  Hinesburg	  residents	  who	  are	  concerned	  that	  construction	  should	  not	  occur	  
during	  the	  warbler’s	  nesting	  season.	  	  The	  company	  will	  take	  the	  opportunity	  to	  enhance	  
warbler	  habitat	  in	  the	  process	  of	  restoring	  the	  corridor	  after	  construction.	  	  We	  anticipate	  
completion	  of	  the	  warbler	  conservation	  plan	  by	  Audubon	  Vermont	  in	  the	  near	  future.	  
	  
At	  the	  beginning	  of	  last	  week,	  we	  met	  with	  the	  Hinesburg	  Conservation	  Commission	  and	  
discussed	  impacts	  on	  Geprags	  Park	  during	  and	  after	  construction,	  as	  well	  as	  ways	  the	  
Commission	  can	  be	  involved	  in	  observing	  construction	  when	  it	  occurs.	  	  We	  reached	  out	  to	  
the	  Commission	  when	  we	  understood	  that	  questions	  were	  arising,	  and	  we	  are	  strongly	  
interested	  in	  a	  positive,	  constructive	  rapport	  with	  the	  Commission.	  	  We	  will	  stay	  in	  close	  
contact	  with	  the	  Commission	  as	  the	  project	  begins	  to	  move	  forward	  in	  Hinesburg	  this	  year,	  
as	  envisioned	  by	  the	  stipulated	  agreement	  between	  the	  Town	  and	  Vermont	  Gas.	  	  
	  
As	  we	  have	  stated	  earlier,	  we	  are	  committed	  to	  minimizing	  construction	  impacts	  on	  Geprags	  
Park.	  	  There	  will	  not	  be	  significant	  long-‐term	  impacts	  on	  the	  Park’s	  recreational	  and	  
educational	  uses,	  because	  few	  trees	  will	  be	  removed	  and	  vegetation	  will	  be	  managed	  to	  
create	  good	  habitat	  for	  the	  warbler,	  and	  because	  the	  pipeline	  is	  designed	  and	  will	  be	  



constructed	  to	  exceed	  applicable	  codes,	  will	  be	  underground,	  and	  will	  be	  subject	  to	  regular	  
on-‐going	  monitoring	  and	  inspection.	  	  
	  
Before	  closing,	  because	  of	  some	  of	  the	  public	  debate	  about	  the	  pipeline,	  I	  would	  like	  to	  
reiterate	  that	  this	  Project	  is	  intended	  to	  make	  natural	  gas	  service,	  and	  its	  attendant	  economic	  
and	  environmental	  benefits,	  available	  to	  households,	  institutions,	  and	  businesses	  in	  Addison	  
County.	  	  This	  will	  enable	  those	  customers	  to	  enjoy	  the	  same	  energy	  choice	  that	  50,000	  
Franklin	  and	  Chittenden	  county	  customers	  now	  enjoy,	  including	  about	  80%	  of	  Hinesburg	  
residents	  with	  access	  to	  gas	  service	  who	  have	  switched	  to	  gas	  since	  we	  began	  to	  offer	  service	  
in	  2009.	  	  	  
	  
Thank	  you	  again	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  work	  with	  Hinesburg	  on	  the	  natural	  gas	  pipeline	  
project,	  and	  I	  hope	  that	  you	  will	  feel	  free	  to	  contact	  me	  if	  you	  have	  questions	  or	  comments.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
	  
	  
Ned	  Farquhar	  
Vice	  President	  
Vermont	  Gas	  
222-‐1038	  
nfarquhar@vermontgas.com	  
	  
	  


