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Vestry 

Land Records 

Vol. 11, Page 250 – April 20, 1841, between Frederick Baldwin and Isaac Higbee and Lyman Clark, 

Deacons of the Congregational Church, and their successors:  Farm lot, “land that is now covered by the 

Congregational Vestry”, leased for the sum of $75.  If the Vestry should be demolished, Baldwin will 

repay $75 paid for the lease and the lease will terminate.  Building to be used for religious meetings, 

Sunday School, etc. and not put to any use “that will annoy Baldwin”.  Not researched in land records but 

if this land is part of the parcel purchased by the Catholic Church, assuming land will revert to the church 

if the building is demolished.  

Vol. 22, Page 381 – May 14, 1913.  For $1 gave Congregational Church and Society a parcel of land 

directly east of the Vestry for an addition. 

History  

From Jeanne Wilson’s February 2000 cover letter for Better Communities for Vermont’s Future grant 

application to renovate the building and use it for the Food Shelf 

 One of the oldest structures in Hinesburg Village 

 Built in 1840 with timbers and boards saved from the Congregational Church, which was built in 

1810 and razed in 1837 

 Palladian window from the church incorporated into the vestry 

 Originally referred to as a chapel, later called the vestry; used for religious activities 

 New foundation laid in 1913 to add a kitchen and dining room.   

Town Meeting Resolutions 

March, 1976 

 Voted to enter into lease of the Vestry, now owned by Hinesburg Congregational Society, for 

$1.00 to allow the building to be used as a public building for meetings and other valid purposes 

of groups and organizations of the Town, pursuant to the plan of the Hinesburg Bi-Centennial 

Committee. 

 $2,000 revenue sharing monies approved for Bi-Centennial Committee for Vestry. 

March, 1980 

 Selectmen authorized to appoint a Vestry Board of Trustees.  Trustees appointed:  Russell 

Berger, Ruth Bishop, Robert Brown, Marilyn Hinsdale, Lois Lantman, Beatrice Martin, Elon 

Martin and Phyllis Russell 

March, 1982 

 Article 4 – will Town authorize termination of lease entered into in March, 1979 to lease the 

Vestry from the Congregational Church and Society, Inc.  Motion seconded and passed.   
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Legal Actions 

 March 2, 1979 – The Congregational Church and Society, Inc. leases the Vestry to the town for 

$1/year. 

 March 8, 1982 – Hinesburg Community Center, Inc. incorporated.  Officers:  Russ Berger, Wayne 

Austin, Elon Martin, Bea Martin, Collin Carter, Donald Bean.  Last biennial report filed 12/1982.  

Terminated 6/23/89; dissolved 11/17/89.  Source:  VT Secretary of State Corporation database 

 June 14, 1982 – Town leases the Vestry to Hinesburg Community Center, Inc. for $1/year. 

Vestry Committee  

Volunteer committee formed by Bicentennial Committee to supervise the restoration of the Vestry 

building, and to establish and maintain it as a community center and meeting place.   

Activities from Town Meeting Reports 

1977 (March, 1978 Town Meeting) 

 Foundation work completed – south side jacked and leveled; interior piers added; interior 

girders leveled; under decking and exterior sills sprayed with Cuprinol; midget louvers installed; 

concrete footings and new block wall installed on the south side. 

 Exterior painted by a church youth group from Monkton and Glens Falls as part of their 

community service project for the summer; Boy Scouts painted metal roof 

 Interior doors stripped and varnished 

1978 (March, 1979 Town Meeting) 

 New front door and window locks installed 

 Basic wiring installed, cracked roof beams repaired, east wall of kitchen repaired 

 Building used for meetings, St. Jude Christmas Bazaar 

 Operating budget (insurance, electricity, gas, oil, misc.) $765 

1979 (March, 1980 Town Meeting) 

 New chimney built with funds from the Town (voted March 1979 Town Meeting) 

 Funds from Lillian W. Hinsdale Memorial Fund (King’s Daughters) used to purchase and install 2 

historically appropriate entry lights. 

 “Dedicated volunteers are needed who have new ideas about the preservation and usage of this 

historic landmark.”  Committee meets monthly 

1980 (March 1981 Town Meeting) 

 Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts sponsored Skate-a-Thon to raise money for insulation for the Vestry. 

 Insulation installed in ceilings and sidewalls, new steel door at rear entrance 

 Sign above front door (“Hinesburg Vestry Community House”) 

 Goal to have heating system installed in 1981 

 In November, 1980 Town voted to allow Selectmen to borrow $2,000 to help with renovation.   
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Special Town Meeting September, 1981 

 Article #2 – should the Town relinquish the vestry lease to make it easier for the Vestry 

Committee to obtain private funding under a non-profit status?  Selectmen thought lease should 

be maintained by Town and sublet to the Vestry Committee because of money already given to 

support the building and, should the day come that the Vestry Committee became nonexistent, 

the building would be available to the people of Hinesburg.  Questions:  cost to renovate the 

building, current appraisal, can the Town continue to support it, do provisions in current lease 

permit sub-leasing.  Tabled until March, 1982 Town Meeting.  See Town Meeting Resolutions. 
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